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The research propesal received from Saranac Laboratery pertaining %o the
relationship of pulmonary cancer to asbestosis Wis reviewed in detarl,

There is increasing publicity both in the grofessional ard
popular literature concerning the relationship of asbestosis

to cancer, Several articles tying the two together were cited
by the committee, For example, in the Consumers’ Reports, a
popular publication of national distribution, one of the nmember
companies reported that they currently have a worimen's compen=
sation case ¢laiming that pulmonzry cancer was caused by
exposure to asbestosis,

It is obvious from the Saranac proposal that research into
this field is exceedingly complex; that the techniques are
difficult; and that a considerzble length of tine and a
large mmber of experimental animals are required, Ihe
Saranac proposal covered a three year period,

It was the consensus of the committee that an additional
proposal be obtained f{rom another reseqrch agency and
reviewed before making a definite recormendation to the
Board of Covernmors, It vas also suggested that when our
thinking bscame crystallized, other asbestos industries,
such 3s the asbestos cement, the insulation and asphalt

tile groups, te approached to ccoperats in the financing
of the research

It was recalled that in Dr, Schepers' visit to the committee, mention had
been made of the carcinogenic properties of certain oils and lubricating
products that might be involved in the fibre conditioners, Recommendi-
tion vas made that further information concerning this potential hazard

be ovtained and forwarded to each cormittee member, Toxicological informas
tion pertingnt to other materials commonly used in member plants (solvents,
degreasers, etc,) would also be obtained and disseminated,

The Committes reviewed the practices and methods of maintenance and operi-
tion of dust contrel systems. Since the standard dust survey methods are
lengthy and costly procedures, it was the consensus that assurance of the
effective operation of a ventilation centrol system could be obtained
through frequent and regular checxs of air {low and pressures,

% was recommended that an snatial relationship between satisfactery cust
counts and operating precsures ¢l the sysiem be established, Subsequent
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checks of the system with the manometer would indicate whether the sysiem
was operating as designed, Such a test procedurs is both simple and rapid,

The techniques of systematic inspectiion wers reviewed and it was unanimcuse
ly agreed that regularly scheculed, periodic inspection was an essential
element in maintaining the efficiency of the system, A corollary of this
was the preventive maintenance approach to bag, hood and pipe replacement,

John Beatty reported an effective design of dust control at the loems,
Drawings and pictures will be distridbuted when received,

H. M, Jackson
Chairman
Air Hygiene Committee
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It is the recamiendatizn of e Axr llyniene Capiittee that tho iadividual
nenbers of the fcoestos Temiile Insiilute nartreipate voluntar:ly in furiiaer
research of Asvestosis throupn (1) cardioe-puliionary and (2) autopsy stucies,

1, Cardic-pulmanery Stucdy,

The carcisemulionary studies would Le cornducted by Dr. Po.A. Thezdes
at the Darton liemorial llospital, 121 South Droad Ltreet, Piilzdelnhia,
Pennsylivania, Appro:inately one ueeks hospitalization per patzent
uould be necessary for thie studies tiiich would include:

ls A complete medical and industrial history, physical
examination, and routine laboratory studies ingluding
x=rays of the chest and elsctrocarclograus.

2. Complete nulmonary function studies includiing neas:re-
wents of the ventilation, decree of emphiysema and the
respiratory zas exchange,

3, Cardiac cathieterizatisn to detexmine the pressure in
tiie pulnonary circulatisn and to correlate Lhese vith
the cliniczl features anc the pul.ionary function studies,

L, Lung bionsy under local anesthesia in selscted crses to
correlate tie natislogical features wath the clinical
arcl loberatory findings,

It is indicated that the hosnital charges would appraiiazte 300,
per pctient. The cost to tie aember coupany would, of course,

include Lile additional expenses of trensmortation, wage loss, etc,
A Croup Hospitalization plan might rbssrd a portion of the costs,

Renort of all nmedical dats for each natient would be f:rv-~rded to
the co pany physician anc %o the fomily niayrsician, if desired,
Followingy a series of stndics, Jr, Thecies uguld sumarize and
report his fiadia,s to the Instite :iembersiip,

Thiz tyme of invesiijation is of consicders®le value to each narticie
patin;, ..emher and to the Insii.ute as a uhole, The results cf tne
study of the patient vould :ndicrie sujectively the evainctian of

cause and exieat of uisauilisty, Uinee the ustual case scnt for this
examinction world be a current or ~otential usrimen's ce.nensatian
cecupational disease clain, this renort uould assist in cetersining 4
the validity o uie clain and the extent of the disability and
therefore, the liability,

2, Autopsy Study, -

The nathological and analyticzl stulies of autopsy snecimens wonld

Le uace by Dr. G, »/, I, Schepers, Saranac Lascratery, Saranac,

Feur Yoriz, The study consists cl remorts of the matholory, tite GARLOCK INC.
petra raphic analysis and t.ss:e asiang, 00058-009021
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Autopcy specinmnns would Je obtained and forvaixied Ly the plant
nhysician, Details I the nedical routines, the emnloyment and
medical histories, cnc specimen preparation were given each
doctar at ihe October, 195L meeting,

neport of the stucd:r uvould be sent to the nlant physiecian, with
adcitiona) conies for tie nacholorist verloming the autonsy and
the fauly coctor as desired, The cost of the conwplete stucy
appro:imates 200, = 250,

This type of investication, too, i3 cf considerazble value to the
participating company and te ihe entire Insti-ute. The individual
reports ill establish, in a manncr naot possidle by x-ray and
clinical cizgnosis, the nature and e:itent of the disease nrocess,
This will have iuaportant bearin; on l.orkmen's Coupensation liability
for a particular case, -

Afier a saries of case ztudies, Dr, Schepers will summarize and
report to the Institute membership his findings and ovservctions,
lhile animal exverimentatien hes cantributed greatly, the autonsy
studies can cevelon even norc coanlete hnouled;e of the cisease
processa; uhich in turn can lead to more eflective nedical and
axposure cantrol,

Industry participation in these progrems tauld insure sdvance in liedical
Inouledze regording Asbestosis. Since the cases in any one copany are so
few, the cumulztive indusiry experience is necesscry to provide a large
enough sample to produce valid data,

The cost for each memoer is nominal and inmedicnte value is obtained through
the case reports vhich provide a vasis for equitshle settlament of loricien's
Compensation clainus,

thile the Joard of Covernors has approved theae nrogrsms in princinle, ve
desire to have a cdirect indierticzn froii each member conpany as to whether
they will porticipete in them, It is understosd thrt such might require
¢larification or modification of scme manaerent nelicies,

Yould you kindly revieu the above provesals and iacicrte the intent of
Jonr cxmipany regarding them,
7
Should general psrticipation be agreed to, comnlete detrils, procédures,
addresses, ete, vill be forurrded eac: mamber Jor distribuclcn to apnrepriate
company persorne.,
>
He {1, Jockson, Chairman
Air Hypiene Comiittee
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