March 14, 1949

Dr. Frank H. Cutler,
220 East South Tenmple,
Salt ke City, Utah.

Tiear Toctor Cutlert

I have been a little delayed in answering your letter of March 2
Lecause of the necessity of taking a trin out of town. Meauwhlle,
however, a set of containers with instructions for the collection
of samples has been forwarded to you, and you should have Lhese by
the tlme vou recelve thly lettaer.

Prom vhat you iell me avout Me. *, T would not suppose
that he has had any significant exposure Lo tetraethyl lecad In the
handling of samples of gasollne. It is; of course, conceivable,

that the gasoline had been handled so carclessly as to give rise to
some exposure; but apparently it is not generally approciaited  that
the concentration of lesad iIn commerclal gasolines is so low as to give
rise to little or no lead exposure on the part of persons Wwhe aandle
such gasoline. In oréer to Llllustrate my point I should say trat we
Yave cxamined a large number of refinery and filllng station Hondlers
of gasoline. Io: cnly have ve never seen & case of lead peisgoning in
such neorle; bual we have never found any evidence of lead avsorption
among these neople. Morcover, we would Laever cxpect v see a case

2f neuritis in any person exposed to tetraethyl lead, since even in
Iranlz cames of tetracthyl lead poelicning, roaiating to manuviaciuvring
operationsg, neuritis has never been seen asg a clinical result. In
other vords, itetraethyl lead polsoning is different la its characteris-
tics from inorganic lead polaoningr,and the clinical picture 1s so
gifferent, in {act, that the usuval type of illness from the gbsorption
of inorganic lead I1s not seen Following absorption of betrasilyl lead.
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Despite these remarks.we have alvays talen the positlion that we should
be on the locke-out for any poseible difficuliy., and ihcreiore I should
e glad to give you any possible asglstance in connection with the
@iagnosis, and/or treatucnt of your patient, ir. ol It is vith
this idea in mind that I have sent containers for tlhie collectlon of
blood and urine, since by the analysis ¢f these sauples we shall be
able to determine whether or not Mzx. has had any significant
exposure to lead compounds.

In order that I may clapify my statoment. with retference to the
elinical picture of tetraethyl lead Intoxilcation, I am sending you
Ierewith & reprint of an article written on this subjeci by one of

my asgocligtes, which summarizes the information obtzined by ourselves
over a pericd of years up to the time the article was written. Very
l1ittle useful information could be added to this article at thls time.

Cordially yours,

Hobert A. Kehoe, Me De.
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