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" Copy | Ministry of Labour,

Baynards Hnuse,

1-13, Chepstow Flace,
Westbourne Grove,
London, w,2,

28th October, 19a5,
Our reference: SH¥ 37g7/65, |

Dear MNr, Bennett,

asbestes wag being unloaded in unsealeg hessian sacks, When other
forms of backaging are used, the Inspectorate’s view, basgeq on the
investigations doscribed below, is that masks are unnecessary, The.
dockers themselves can do much tg maintain satisfactory conditions by
carefyl unloading of the cargo,

many years, The asbestos textile industry has been subject to
controlling Regulationg Since 1931. Asbestosig also affects other
Workers using asbestos, Or' materialsg containing asbestos, ang measures -
to contrel more adequately the use of such materials gpre currently
being consideéreqd by “the Factory Inspectorate. The Inspectorate
knows, however, of no case or asbestosis attributable tg employment

in the docks unloading asbestos, Similarly, o cases in guch
Workerss have been diagnoseq by the Prneumoconiogis Medical Panels,

Most dockerg are only intermittently or occasionally exXposed
to asbestos, but to determine whether conditions during unloading
Were such ag tq make the development; of asbestosig likely op
possible, given sufficient length of €Xposure, a Series of
investigations into the amount of air-borne asbestos hag now been
Undertaken by the Chemical Inspectors of the Inspectorate; ik, B
should be understoog that the'significant bortion of asbestos dust
Which is of 4 Size capabile of benetrating to the ultimate structures

The outcome of these tests is to indicate that the amount of ajip-
borne dqust of respirabie Size has been below the bublished upper
limit oy Safety where hessian sacks with an impervious lining, or
laminateg Paper bags, or other impervious bags, have been in use, and
it has algg been below the 1imit when unlined hessian sackg were
used and a sgloy rate of Working has been in operation, The limit

1s slight, Dbrovideqd impervioug Sacks are used, As they are
unlikely to develop asbestosis, then they ape 10 more liable to
develop a& lung cancer than the rest of the Population,

Discussiong are proposed with the importers of asbestos on the
€limination of unéealeqg hessian sacks and the ultimate bossibility
of balletting gg an alternative means - of handling,

D. L, Bennett, Esq,,

London Shipowners Dack Labour Committee, :
Shipping Federation House, ' i
146/150, Minories, ‘ : i
London, 'E,C,3, - | |
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