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Zenorandum Lol
Hr. O 3. Lewis

In connection with your letter of June 9, further to a discussion of sludge
difficuliy, I do not think thet the amount of sludge prasent in Pluid is eny
higher today then =% any Hime in the past. The faet that we have had three or
four revorts of troubls in the unlosding of cara recently does not necessarily
imnly thst the sludze concenitration has inersased, since I feel that this is
lzrpely a cumulative question. This sludze rproblem not st sll new, and the
nresence of 2z sludge cleaning itruck as permenent e Ment is due evidence that
wa may exvect Lo have sludge difficulsty from tm%}%. 48 you have indicated,
in ypur opinion this is cne of the most impor%nt safety \problems of today, and

we do not measn to imply that the Uanufacturi e*sartmsﬁ‘t looks upon this as an
inevitable and incurable evil, On the csm‘.’r his subjedt is one_of the most

active at the momeni, and we have recent inch tﬂons of a mos?t vwromising develop=-
ment for essential eliminetion of ili,s\lfflcql Yo

Tith recerd 4o your theory g G\“’\at hﬁ'f\vﬁe‘ned at Bayonne, we shall not
nttempt to elther orove or disprove ife ne\mly know that the condition of the
$ruck upon-yeburn from s 2 JOnRe RS “erfeéd:; mereas normally cars or trucks

which cause trouble zre foudd aava f;ziI:l”" high sludge deposits. & do concede

the theoretical possibility {IdJ ifsg bateh of Fluid is sludgy, it may csuse

trouble during unlosdinz, We'ulsoNiow that the distribution of so0lids in e tank
need not necessarily be umi‘om\}\i’?since sludge is somstimes present =s material
of lighter gravity then Fluid, prdéducing a top sludge, it 1s quite posaible that

this substance, the lsst portion being unlosded from a tank, cen clog the stand-

pipe. However, in ordsr for this %o be the mechanism of t’1e proceas, the average - %
composition in the standpipe would be of lower gravity, and therefore your theory-

of the foree of sravity working sgainst the vacuum to reach the point of equili-

briwn would not hold, I don't know that we can differentiste very well, but it -
would be gy guess that bobbtom sludze rather than top sludge would cause the most ’
trouble.

Flease rest zssured that we are not just sitting back and ignoring the et
situation, but are doing everything possible to bring a satisfactory solution
to this rroblem, which we recoguize as one belonging o our own department.

J. He Schaefer
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