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ABOUT THE SPEAXER

The names Matthew M. Swetonic and Asbestos Infor-
mation Association/North America are synonymous.
It was Matt who developed the original AIA/NA
Prospectus in the Fall cf 1970 and who prepared
the presentations for Lkoth the intrcductcry and
the organization meetings,

Upon J-M's decision to move its corpcrate head-
quarters. to Denver and Matt's electing not to
make the move, he was emploved as AIA/MNA's first
full-time Executive Secretary. For the first
three months of 1972 he handled two jcbs: Manager
of Environmental Affairs for J-M and Executive
Secretary for ATA/NA, During this time he orga-
nized the industry effort for the EPA and OC©SHA
hearings and wrote for others or presented
himself six major presentations in a periocd of 4%
days, a record which he states he hopes he "will
be never asked to break." \

Matt is 30 years of age and is married, He is a
native New Yorker, was reared in Easton, Penna.,
and now resides in Manhattan. Ee holds a B.A. in
Creative Writing and an M.S. in Journalism,

Following a tenure as Feature Writer fcr The Eas-
ton Express, he joined J-M in July 1965 as

Associate Editor of MNews/Pic, an emplovee maga-
zine. He was promoted to Editor in January 1967
and one year later was named Ccordinator, Special
Projects, This is the job that granted him the
expertise to superbly fulfil his duties as Execu-
tive Secretary of the AIA/NA as the major respon-

position papers, preparing speeches on asbestos-
health for top J-M executives, working with J-M
Public relations counsel and learning asbestos-
- health literature backwards and forwards.
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s e e WHY ASBESTOS ? -

(r . A Presentation Before the
Asbestos Textile Institute
- Arlingten, Virginia -.June 7, 1973
. By: Matthew M. Swetonic, Executive Secratarv ’
e Asbestos Infcrmation Asscciaticon/Morih America

I am sure that many of ycu have asked yourselves, as I have askad

» myself, why has the asbaestos industrv seeningly been singled cut
’ as the prime target fcr so many assauvlts by government, labor,

the press, certain secments of the medical profession, and by
various environnmental and consumer activist groups?

Why us? Can asbestos resally be all that kad? Ares the procducts we
_preduce truly going to kill millions of Americans, as scme exserts
have predictad? Or is there some sort of nefarious conspiracy
afoot to destroy ‘the asbestos industzy?
4
- The answer to the question of "Why us" is beth complex and simple.
. ™ Complex because it is a combinaticn of thres= intarrslated but
separate factors. Oimple because cach of the factors is, when
consicderad by itself, gquita obvious.

‘i The three factors are (l) asbestos can cause disease, (2) a spcras-
man arose to champion the need for asbestos control, and (3) a
cornucopia of new governnent agencies were set up to control

materials and prcducts that can cause disease. Let us ook at
each of thesae factors in turn.

irst, there is no doubt that the inhalation of substantial amcunts

- of ashestcs can lzad to increased rates of variocus types of lun
: disease, including two forms of cancesr. These are facts which can-
not be denied, even if they do not applv in all circumstances and
. undar all conditions. The medical litasrature is £ull of solid evi-

dence linking ashestos tc disease. In my office, I have cn file

- more than 2,000 medical papers dealing with the health risks of
asbestos and hundreds more are published every vear.

Secondly, the spreadinc of concern over the health risks of askes-
' tos has as its prinme spokesman one of the most talented medical

publicists of the age -- Dr. Irving J. Selikoff of tew York's Mount
Sinai Hospital. ilot cnly is Dr. Selikoff capable of arousing the

L. ire and moral-indignation—of -the most conservative reportar or
politician with his graphic descriptions and predictions of the
ravages of asbestos, hut he has also surrcundad himself with a
group of similarly talented asscciates who have carried the !ount
Sinai message to the far corners of tha naticn, s

_ hile Dr. Selikoff has, in his zeal, unguestionably painted a far
(» qa:kgr plcture than the facts warrant, we siould alvays remenber _
,) in his defense that the insulation workars he has hren stndying for

. - R -, . .- -,
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mora than a decade were and still are dying frcm askestos ralat
disecase at an appalling rate. Such a situation would be suffici

b - ln

to make a crusader out oOf the most consarvative of scientists.

Finally, in the past décade Ehere has been a tzemenddus growth in
public and ‘governmmental“interest-in “environmental and occupaticnal
health matters. This interest has becn translatad into a series

of far-reaching laws affecting industry in a manner hithert

unknown im this or anv other country. I kelieve it is accurata

say that these new laws, such as the Occupational SaZaety and He
Act, the Clean Air Act, the Consumer Product Safaty Act, and ot:

have forever alterad the ccncept of the free enterprise systex a

was Known in this countrv for a hundred and £ifty years.
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Thus, in combination, these three factors cresated a situation in
which a cadre of frashly created federal agencies, with strong
statutory authority, were prcdded inte assigning priority status to
aspestos by Dr. Selikofsf and his followers, who achieved-thesz encs
through skillful. use. of the creat wealth of negative asbestos-healtl
data contained in' the medical literatursa,

In short, the asbestos industrv was singled ocut bacause it was
vulnerable to attack, becausa thera was someone willing to lead that

attack, and because Congrass had graciously providad the vehicles
for such an assault.

The background of industry efforts to deal with tha ashestos-hezalth
problem as a national issue goes bhack nearly a decade, to Dr.
Sclikoff's now famous 1964 seminar on asbestos disease at the lew
York Academy of Sciences. thile this seminar dié nuch to prick the
industry's conscience about asbestos and health, the problem stil
remained one of limited public and press interast until around

e d b s e

1967, when the media began beating the medical bushes searching
stories that would graphically portray Amcrican industry's sugocse
disregard for the environment and for the health ané safsty of its

workmen and the American pubhlic. The ashestos-nealth problem was

-
-+
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- found to be tailor-made for such siories. As a resul:t, starting

wlade wamaa

with Paul Brecdeur's infamous New Yorker ar<icle of March 1968,

asbastos has since grown into an item of major press intorast.

In those years, industry efforts to combat the spate of negative
press articles on ashestos werc carried on primarily by the Johns-

Ctde

Manville Corporation, which sat up a task force of specialists in

4

¥

. to launch the Asbhestos Information Association of North Ame

various. fields -to-do-what-it could to portray the ‘problem in its —
proper perspective., (thile some minor successas were-achieved, it

was found that no one company acting independently could adequately
or effectively represcent an entire industry in dealing with the

Press and with government officials.

Is a result, in late 1970, eight companies gathered in New York City
rica,

- - ey .t
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vhich was patterned after the 2ritish Asbestecs Infcrmaticn Cemmis-
d scma three vears earlier,

In our original concept, the Association would linmit its activi
to providing accurate, unbiased information on askestcs and he
to the press, to the public and to interested politicians and
governnent officials. It must be ramemkerad that at this par<si
lar time, the enormous preocblems that would later develcp with
regard to OSEA and other Federal reculatorv agencies wera as ve:t cr
the distant horizon and kasically unrscocnized kv the industsv,
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Fortunately =-- and prorerly -- the Association has had the wisdem
to alter its original limited concept of its croper functions, and
now encdeavors to assum= whatever activities and responsibkilitiss iz
deems nccessary -to protact the interests of the astestos manuiac-
turing industry in the United States vis-a-vis asbestos-health.

-
>
"
-

From this rather narrow initial public relaticns ccncept, the

+0Association has grown in the last two years into an organization

with priorities in eight major fields of endeavor. These are:
Medical Affairs, Legal Affairs, Environmental Ccntrocl, Custcmsxs

Relations, Employee Relations, Inter-industzy Relations, Publicity
and Public Relations, and Government Affairs.

To take these activities one at a time, let us start with medical
affairs,

It is an obvicus fact that if an organization is to speak autheri-
tatively on a medical matter, it rwust not conly be steeped in tha

literature of that particular medical subject, but it must also

-

keep itself constantly informed of new discoveries and develcpments
This we have accorplished in a number of ways. For cxample, kv
sending representatives to important medical meetings, such as the
1972 Lyon, France, international conference on the biolegical
effects of asbestos, wvhich was sponsorsd hy tha "orld Health Organi-
zation.

e also meet on an irragqular basis w

ith varicus medical experts in
the field, both from tihe United States and abroad, to raview and
discuss recent develonnents and discoveries.

Qur literature research is eased considarably b¥ receiving the
rmonthly medical paper distrxibuticon of the Institute of Qccupational

IR 3OS

: indiyidual's potential susceptibility to ashestos disease. mEaT

anc Environmental Health _ in tlontreal, which 1is funded .by -the -Quebec
Asbestos Mining Association.

This year,ffor the first time, the AIA has celected ko sgonsor
medical research of its own. Currently underway is a completely
AIX/NA funded study of chest sounds, which is being conducted by
Dr. Rayrmond llurphy of the Harvard School of Public Health. The
purpose of the study is to f£find a new nethod of determining an-

s,
... P
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"The Assocciation has also recentlv decided to contribute to scme Ve

exciting research inkto a p0551ble cure for mescthelicma thrcugh
dlectromotive traatment. This study is being ccnductad at Somers.
lospital in NMew Jersav. -

In the legal affairs area, the Associaticn participated in an
amicus curias capacity in the law sui% brought hy the Indnustzial
Union Depaztment of the AFL/CIO against the Occ"ﬂatvona’ Sa:a" anc

Health Administrzation on the asbestos standards. In our brisi the
Assoclation supported CSEA acainst the IUD, scmewhat of a2 unigua

pesiticn for an industzy to £ind itself in vis-a-vis a2 governmental

regulatory agency. Cral argument on the case was hald Azril 4 in

Wazhiincton. While a decision has yet to te handad down by the Cou:

of Appeals, we are confident that the case will pe decided in curx
favor.

The Association has ratained the servicas of a scecial tncunlcal
censuitant cn anvircnmental contrel aifairs, At tnn prasant tire,
he is working with the AIA/YMA Envircnmental Contr Sub=Cormmittece
on the develcpment of a seriz2s of five Associati on ccmol;anca
nanuals on the OSHA standaxcs.

Last year, because of the well established unralianhility of tha
membrane filter method as a monitoring tool in the asbestos
industry, the AIAL undertook the sponsorsaip of a study at a
research laboratory in California to determine the effect of caxzal
variables on the cverall accuracy of the mcthod. The results of
the study showed an erxor Zactor of plus or minus SO0 per cent under
the most favorable of measuring conditions., These resulis wers sen
to both OSHI and to the National Institute for Occupaticnal Sa_ﬂ“;
and Health. A nunmber of the racommendations contained in the s<
for improving the accuracy of the methcd have been incorporated
a soon—-to-hre~released reavised NICSH cperaticns manual on fiker
counting.

udy
o

rHo

N
-

In the custcmer relations arsa, the total effzct negative pr
publicity and government regulaticns con industzv custcemers ls s**’
c.
n

[N

- = s o
today rather poorly define Scme mambers of <he Asscciaticon have
reported serious prohlems i

this arcaz, while others have
experienced few or no éifficultics tauvs Zfar. -

.

Wherae custcmer prortlems do exist, they normally £all into cne of
five categories.

~

First, the customer has hhorournlj investigatad his -gituaticn and .
has"found *that he can no longer afford to continue using asbestcs
or asbestos-containing products, either because the ccost of
control is too high oY because he would hove to raise the price of
his product to a level that would make it non~competitive with
non-asbestos containing suhstitutes.

Second, the customer has not thoroughly investigated his situation
and only thinks that he can no longer afford to continue using

".ashestecs. . . -
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‘Actions of this na*tura bv gevernrment cfficials are tctally uncall

.l

Third, the customer has rz22ad ons Or more negative articles cn

asb=seos in the public press and has macde the snap decisicn that
"we ought to get that dangercus stufi out of our plant. £t
decisions of this nature are fo*ccd on top management bv 1’1-

leJo

informed medlca¢ advisors or safety and healtn édirectsrs.

Fourth, the custome: has neither a contrnl prcbhblem nor is he parti-
cularly afraid of using asbestos in his own olant, Howzvar, he is
fearful that those of his ccmpetitors whose Ziaished praducts co nce
contain asbestas will strass the adverse health effacts ¢ astestss
in tzving tc take business away £xcm hin Custcorz2r fears cf thi

ture ares essentzzlly "gut" raacticns and ara hence extramely
dlaflcu-b ta deal witl

Flfeh, the cusicmer has ncne of these prcblems or fears but he has

been advised by a goverament official cr insvector that he would b
better off if he quit using askestos or asbestos-containing zrcd LCt:
in his plant. Whila this problem does not agpear to be widescread,
we have learned of -a numbar of situations where it has sccourrad

B

-
~
—
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for and should be dealt with oromptly and decisively. The Lkes<t
solution is to oktain ccmplete det2ils on "the incident and . then

te
ragister a formal complaint with the cffending official's immediats
supericr or with the goverament agancy involved.

The Association's first reaction to the overzll customer relaticns
problem was to approve funds for a series of Zour resgional seminars
at which industxy custoners would be given a nuxbker of basic presen-
taticns on the various aspects of the asbestos-health orob;em. The

seminars werc tentatively schaduled £or the Spring of 1973,

Bowever, the experiences of a number czI cu* Tenber co

ne e:?anies shicwad
that general "catchall" type seminars o the tyze crig nally
ccntemplated would not be effect;ve in ﬂealﬂﬁc with the maicrity of
custemer relations prabloms. In crder to c¢o the joi= properly, it

was found that custemer prasent aticns have to be tailcrad to th
needs and prohlems of the lnlelngl custorer.

As 2 result, the NLsscciation cancelled its schecduled serics of
saminars and instead elacted to develop a number of pac! aqed slide
presentations on such tcopics as "The Facts rbout Jsbestos and
Health," and "Understandlnc the 0SIA Regulations,” which csuld

used by member ccmpanies as part of a tailerad presentation to
individual custcmers. :

te

s iz

prcduced it in book’ct form for dlstrlbut*cn to all ltS employecs.

——

Lis with custrmer relations, the Associaticn £feels that empley
relations is a pronhlemibest handled by the individual member 4
companies. Thus far, the RIA's sole contribution in this area of

.industry concern has been tc prepare th: draft cf an IEmployee Safcty

and Health Guide on Ashastos-Hcalth. The éraft was mada available
to the momber companies for their own use and at least one has
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<: " I personally believe that the emplovee relaticns aspeckt of ¢
o ashestos~health problem is cone that has keen soraly neglectad by
nost companies within th= industry, and that it could develop

. a major problem araza in the near future and that staps should ke

. taken now to deal with it. We kacw that various organized lakcr

groups are planning a full scale campaign %o bring their interpre-

tation cf the asbestcs~health problem to the attontion of askestce

industry emplovees throughout the naticn. If the industrzvy permits

this interpratation to ke disseminated withcocut rebuctal, the

o consequences could be grave indeed.

Inter~-industry relations are best defined as keeping the indusizy
informed about imeortant new davelcpments on the government:zl,
medical and press relations fronts that affect asbastos. This is
accomplished within tha AIN by pericdic distributions of dccuments
and information to the member comranies and to others on our
mailing list.

,The value of this activity can be gauged by the fact that cur
cvaerall mailing list increased Ifrcm approximatzly a dczen names in

-a
~.

. - "~ 1871 tc more than 60 a year later. thile we have had to trin th

o the
list scmewhat this year for logistical reasons, we assuma frcm the
o frequent recuests we still receive to be placed cn the list taac

' the material we send out is being read and is of considerable
( value to thosa receiving it.

Next to government affairs, our public relations and publicitwy
activities constitute the single largest ccnsurmer of time, eflors
-and money within tha Association. These cf you who are familiar
with the treatment that asbestos has keen recesiving in the gublic
press over the years can reacily understand whv this activity ranks
so high on our priority list.

- nd e

-

that ycu may not understand are the reasons whv cur exteansive
efforts in dealing with the naticn's press have keen sc unsuccaess-
Eul to date in producing the thecretical "halanced"” or "pesitive"
story on asbestos ané health.

. The "simple fact is that £rom the standoeint ¢f tcoday's veung
activist reporter, industrvy is the bad guy, and nothing we de, sav

.. or achieve can ever change this impression. If we spend $100

* million dollars on envircnmental contrcl, the press either savs we

ought to have done it tan years ago or that we should have spenk

_..$200 million. _If we sponsor medical research, they say wa are = - -

- trying to buy favorabla results. If we are opposaed z¢ ridiculously
stringent standards, they say we arc in faver of lettiag our
employeces diec. t

- . - D television exccutive in Minncapolis describad this new breed of

: reporter as being "so intent on demolishing the establishment that
C ~ they would blindly destroy the credibility of thc media in the bar-
'q' R 9§1n." Another TV executive, this tirme in Chicago, statad "they

’
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want to make moral and political and seeial judgments on their

assignments and then take sicdes. Never mind cetting the facts
straight."

As a result of this "industry is a monster" philoscchy, ashestcs
will remain a hot news item conly so long as the news is bad. The
"good" that asbestos dces in protacting lives and prcperty is of
no ccncecern to the press. ikewise, industzy efforts to protect
workmen and the general public from ashestos exposurs will always
ke given minimal coverace, since such informaticn is directly
contrary to the pcrtrait of an irresponsible industry producing a
"rkiller" product that is the sole element ¢f news worthiness in
the asbestos storv.

The press relations battle will therefcrs be won, not when the
media starts to print pcsitive or balanced articles about asbestcs,
but when the press ceases to print anything atbout asbkbestos at all.
As long as negative news on asbestos-nealth ccntinues to ke
,generated, the media will continue to eat it up. The media will

- b

only cease to carry such stories when the generaticn of negative

~.. ~hews ceases. It is as simple as that. Positive or balanced

stories are a chimera, since they are, by definition, not

newsworthy.

Let me give you a very specific example of this last principle in
action. As most of you already kncw, the Asscciation is currently
engaged in an extensive campaign to interest the trade press in

articles on the benefits of asbestcs and on industrzy accecmplish-

ments in the environmental control arsa. The trade press, unlike
the naticnal or public media, is much more receptive to articles

of this nature and we expect to be seeing a number oi gcsitive

storias in the txrazde press in the next few months.

In any case, we also frcm time to time put cut press releases cn
various subjects relating tc asbestos-health. A few weeks ago, we
issued a release on the report of the advisory ccmmittee cn
asbestos cancers of the VWorld Health Organization. In brief,
report concluded that the general public is nct in danger Zfrcr
asbestos in the environment. Thus £ar, we have racesived nearly
two dozen press clippings frem trade publications that carried the
. story. To the best of our knowledge, not a single newspaper, naews
magazine, radio or TV station, or any other segment of the puklic
media ran the story, with the solitary exception of a French

language paper in Torontc. As I said before, i1£ the news is gced,

the

-——-—-—-——the press simply isn't interested. ~ - T

Ngnethelcss, the Asscciation has no intention of abandoning cur
e:fozts.vis-a-vis the naticnal media. We will continue to issuc
.appropriate press releases, cooperate with feature writers doing
storles on asbestos, write letters to the editor when those
-stories appear,-and in shert, do all we can tc present the press
with a balanced view of the asbestos-health situation.
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(;<u' ' Our most recent effort in this recard has been the preparation and
O printing of an Ashestos and Health Infcrmation File, which vwe have
. mailed to scme 3,000 newspapers, magazines, trade publicaticns,

e radio and TV stations, science writers, etc., across the United
. States.

Basically, the file contains copies of five industry position
papers on asktestos and asbestos~health, as well as a number of
inportant medical papers and a pair of vhotegraphs illiustrating

- the benefits of asbestcs and industrv efforts at envirscnmental
control, Vhile we don't aupect our infermaticn £iles teo change the
whole attitude of the press toward asbestos, we are heping that
the media will maka use of it to accurataly reporxt the industry's
pcsition when doing stories on the subject.

And now, having heard the had side of the public relatiocns prchlem
it's time for some good navs

,3And the good news is that despite all the negative articles on
asbestos-health that have appeared in the press over the past half-

Gt ™

e dozen years, veryv few pecple have keen paying attention. Lat me
explain.

: ' In February, the Association undartcok a personal intexrview
rasearch survey of the American public to determine its attitude
teward asbestos and its awareness of the healtlh issue. The survev
was conducted by the Opinicon Research Corporation during llarch and

April., 1Meore than 2,00C demcgraphically salected Americans wara

ot

interviewed.

Without gaing into encrmous detail, the results shcow that cnly 22
- per cent of the I'merican -public ara awares of the health hazards of

asbestns, and that 80 per cent of these consider it a hazard only

to these whe are cccupatiocnally exposed L mere three cer cent

of those interviewed s+tatad thas thev coﬂs-cc*cz ashestcs a healkh

hazard to the general public, and less than ona guarter of ona perx
cent consicdered it the most dangerous material en the list thoev

[S-2 SPLapaY
were given to chaose £rem. Surprisingly, the college age vcouths
of

) America are no mcre aware of the hazards of asbestos than th
-parants and grandparsnts.

I -
pipa

. These rasults should he rcassur;ng to those industry customers whe
. fear that tha genreral public will stop buyving their products
. because they contain asb»stes.»___ '

Beforc going on to describe our activities in the government
relations area, I think it might be interesting at this point to
take a very brief look at the manner in wnich Dr. Selikoff and his
supporters have used his research results tc dramatize and
Z exaggerata the seriousness cf the ashestns-health problem. I havc
(. two charts which point this out rather conclusively. o
. : .. R - S N

’
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iE; ez “he first chart showg the actual rasules of Dr, Selikofs's four
. ‘martality studies of ashkestos warkers. The numbers in parenthcses
beside the figures for total numher of werkers indicate those vho
. have so far died from all causas. %hae perccentage figuras alengsides
‘. the total number of deaths frem asbestosis, lung cancer and

nescthelicma are hased on the toital numbher of deaths from all
causes, not cn the number of veoriiers in the study.

The most inportant study of the group 1 cend frem
4 -sheuing the deaths fronm asbesteos-ralata 2 ameng &
o the insulation worliers unicn, recardless of length of

ar o 2
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Yecu will note that 34 per cont oi thosa wark
far have. diead¢ from cne of the three asbestns~ralat

These, then, are the facts Dr. Selilioff uverks froen. This is >

lte kneowus from his owm invastications. ilew let us take a lcck as

what he has done with these figuras in crder to dramatize the

preblem, : : ST '

Ve . ) o ] L

Chart number II shows Dr., Selilkcff's predicticas ahout ashest
- related deaths in the United States. Without going iatc deta
. Dr. SeliliofZ has arrived at his projections by the simple prcc
) of multiplying the parcentage cf deaths frem ashestos-relaced
diszase armong nis insulaticn workers by the tctal number o
‘ employees in the entira industry.

)

-

You will also nota that he has raised his projechesd death estimat
tc enormous heights over the past year hy simply incr2asing the
hase ficure of enplovees expcsed, tvhile still rataining the
percentags multiplier ¢f 24 per cant heing experienced by the
insulation wrrkers.

2

-

I nmight point ou%t that this tactic, howvever dacoptive,

has been an
enornous success sinc2 each raising of the estirmate has sarnad Or.
Seclilicff correspondinuely groater coverage by tha redia. Mo finer

aexample exists nf thoe total gqullirility of tha prass than the

manner in wnich it allcrred its prejudices &0 hn rmanipulated and
- played upon in this situation. ‘
. Please den't get me wrong., .I have no doubf that the insulation

. workers ara in fact ‘dving as rapidly as Dr. £2likoff says thev ara.

The probklen is that he has translated their nortality auparience

. to the rest cf the entire industrv, hich is cempletaly errcneous,

v e e—ee———In the first place, - the estinated nunbar of erpleyees in ‘the ™ & -
industry iz tno high -- five times.too high to he precise. Even

mere important, according to an analysis by the Associntion cf

more than a dozan nortality studies, including those of Dr. Scli-

lkoff, cur pradiction iz taat apeorominmately 25,099 past andd presont

emplayees in the asbestes induztry have died or will eventually

( .- dia2 of asbastos-rclatad discase. “his is loss than mno-thirteenth

\- - . . . t. . . .

. - .- . - .- R - T
- e e e - - . . i - oy A
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CHART NUMBER II

DR. I. J. SELIXOPT —-—- PREDICTZCNS

[aalaload W Ol D’:\ [l B g

TRCH i
AS2ESTOSIS,
DESCRIZTICH LUNG CMICER =
NO. OF VORXIRS OF CCHCRT MESOTERLICIR.
ARTICLE IN WALL 250,000 ALL WORXERS §5,000%
STREEST JOURNAL CURRENTLY
- 6/8/72 = THMRLOYZD I
"STUDIEZS RBY DR. TETn
SELIXOFT .4 ASBESTCS ‘ et
LZAD RIM 70 - INDUSTEY
, PREDICT..."
ARTICLE I THE 500,000 ALL WORREIDRS 176,000
NEW YORX TIMZS CURRINITLY &
-~ 6/13/72 - (5 DPREVICUSLY
DAYS LATER) - ENPLOYED I
"IF QUR EXPER- THE ASBESTOS
IENCES.. .ARE A INDUSTIRY
GUIDE..."
TESTIMONY AT TOXIC 1,000,000 ALL TIONEES 240,500
SUBSTANCES CURDENTLY,
KEADING - 2/21/73 PREVIOUZLY &
~ "QUR STUDIES WEO WILL nE
INDICATE. .. " DIPLOZZD0 I
ASBCSTCS
INDUSTRY IV
muIS CENTURY
AP STORY O TOXIC 1,000,000 (~S ARQVE) 1,000,000
SUDSTANCES . (TS=-QUOTE

HEARIIG

* ACTUAL QUOTED PREDI&TIOH WAS 95,000,
BUT THIS INMCLUDED DEATHS TROM GI CANCEDR,
- WHICH I UAVT SUDPTIVICTED FROM TIE TOTAL.
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of Dr. Selikcffis rost recent estimate, In addiition, our ficu
show that 20 c£ the 25,000 deaths == or 80% -- will
hoss in the iasulation tracdes.

oo -

and nanufacturing areas c¢f the indus rv, w2 sheould nct
5,009 cf our worlmen are still ¢ ;“g te die ¢f asbestas
d-saase and tkat, all things considared, there is ahsclu
notzing that we can do tz v:svenb it. The only thing we
to clcan un cur plants to assurs that thasa en;er:ng the 1
in the futurs Vlll nct have t.b shmﬁ axzeriance.

thile these estimatas should ke reassur ng tc those2 in

1 th et

¢t

et
E
it

3P )

n the past yvear and a half, the nain
effort has shiftad ta t“a goveranment affai
acencizss in Vashingtnn with which we hava
Occupaticnal Safaty and Health lcnzn;strxbz n;
Protection Agency; tiae Foed.-and Drug Mministr cn, the Bu:aau of
lines; and, to a lesser degrse, the llational In “‘ute cs

F
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3 Hxé
Hh
e
n
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Cccumational Safety and Fealth, and the llational Institutas cf
[Zcalth, both of which arz mainly invelved in rescazch eflcrts.

additinn, a few wvaeks ago w2 were contactad hv the FPederal Trado
Commission, which had roceived a peti+icn Zxem the Cante* bifeDey
Scizcnce in the Puklic Intarast recuasting an invastigatica of
consuner usas ¢ aspiastes Zor thﬂ purpcese ol det:rmln;ng whetlier

certain products ought tc be labeled as hazazdous and whether
warnings shcull ke raquized on a2ll adveritisemants Zcor thcse pro-

- Coea D

.ducts. On the basis cf a preolininazy meeting with an fnvesticazer

(e gdated

from the FTC it woull appsar that w2 have listtle &5 worzv akous

- e v - ¢.:1
this particular area.
‘The Occupaticnal Safety and Iealth Adninistration has been cof
enornous concarn to the industzvy cver tihz past 1 meonths., MAs rest
of ycu already know, the rssociation axpencaod tremandous efior+ts
during the six month paricd leading to the prerulgation of last
June's OSIA standards on asbhastos. I think it ic a cauga of tha
effactiveness of tha total infdustry involvement in this most
crucial matter that of eleven nain reguiremants ia the standaxds,
the industrv nposition was accented totally hy OSIDN on nine of tho
eleven, abeut fifty per cant on a tenth, and to=al ly rejected on
cnly one.
OSIA is necw planning t5 rodo the standard ‘packagn and we are. vuork-
ing closely--with -thaom on this projact.v The "ZirstTstep mill ba the

formation nf a 15 man advisory cormitiac to raviecu tlie currant
stancdards and any additional medical and tachnical data that has

_becone avallanl; in the ycar sinca the standards tvere prornulgate

3}
atad,

is-Vorkl g ln cooperat;nn with nine cthar +£rade asscciaticons 12 havea

Sclected four individuals as incdustry-wide recommendaticns to OSIA
"emplover" spots on the advisory cormittec.

~l
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In discussing the formatien ef thd advisory ccrmitiae with
Q'tleill- of the OSIU. Standards Cevelozment Sec<ticn,

t e -

j Jonn
e wers askac
to add a couple of names tc the list sc that CSilA would have

rore
e a selccticn to choose £rem. This we have agreed to do.

The cormittee will be given up to nine months to cecrolete its
Celiberaticns and prepare £cr C3EA a revised standard package.

This will be £o0llowed by public hearings, apgroxinataly a year
frem new., e do not eugact tc see a new standaml promulcatad )

hefora the Fall of 1874,

It is of course impossible to det 12t
standards will lcok like, howaver, I wculd venturzs to say
they will ccrtainly nct he lass strict than the cnes wea have

cday, altheugh thay will prcranly he less ccecnfusing and leave
less rocn for emplover interprstation. Sceomething will unques-~

tionably be done to improva the current difficulities with the

. . et as
grmine a2t this tira wh

monitoring reguirements.
The rain function c¢f the Naticnal Instituts for Qccupaticnal Safeiy
e

and Health is to conduct rasesarch and to prepare sc-called Criteria
Packages, which ars esszntially reccrmmendations to 0SiIA for stan-
dards on various nateriels,. chemicals and activities, Such

pacliage on asbestos was preparad by NICSH at the time of th

- -

prcceedings last vear. (1ICSHE will not be preparing a new cor ravisced
criteria package for the upcorming review of the asbestes standaxds,

I do noct believe it weculd ke unfair to sav that ~f all the agen-
cies in !ashingten dealing with ashastos, Dr, Selikolf has had his
createst influence on thza voung idsalistic scientists and deoctors
at 11X0SIl. Ccnsaquantly, industsy inluence is weakast in this
agency. It was IIIOSH, aZf+ser all, that made the criginal reconmen-—
dation for a two fiber standard in the Unifted States . ashastos
industry. ‘
Mlext to OSHA, the Envi
pctential ¢f any fedler
of tle aslestos indust
responsible for developil
standards, but the Taxic S
Congrass, will also lLecon
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Fer this reascn, I an pleasad to ke ahle to say that t!
industry has an excecllent relaticnship with the DPA.. .
“proof of ‘this exists than the fact that “there was not a s

najor industry recommendaticn nade o the LPA at the public ba
ings on the propesed asboactos cnission regulaticns that was not

- acceptad either in toto or in principle in the final standards
“- which were puklished in carly hpril of this vaar.

Ve are presently unorking with the EPA cn tha develonnent of waste
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certainly huape- that these aian Taral w;ll turc out to
able as the air pollution ragulations. The wpropasad

e as roascn-
efflcent

s andards ara scheduled to be prllshFd in the Fadaral Registex
cmetine - this 5ummer, to he follcowed by oublic hearings, with the
flnal stancdards being promulgoted in tha Fall, perhars as carxly as

October.

e Aare alsc planning, in the necar future, Lo meet in Wa sh;ngtcn
vtith representatives f£rom the stanfards davalonment and enforcam
branches of the EPA to discuss witll ther auesticns aTarnra

Y oy
and compliance pelicy with regard #o the new air polluticn
ragulations.

cE
i1
e have already resolvad cne interpretaticn
special intarast to the ashestos textile dust&v- “worvu;:a*a’y
two weeks age I was askad by a rerber ceomrany of the Asscciaticn

tn find out whether the TPA was planning to require the manufac- -—-
turers of askestos safaty clothing to registar as pctential
enission sources uncer the law,

P

quastion that is of

',.l-

In discussing the situaticn over the phone wish EPL compliance

officials, I arqued that the producers of ashantcs safaty c’oth;:g

- Ao
wer2 nct .nuﬁacturbrs as (efined in tha reculaticns hut were
only

fagrlcators ot an ashestes prcﬂuct, anéd as such,
have to register as potantial emission souxces.

S - -——
- o T e

should nct

Lfter our phone conversaticn endzad, a hrief meeting
the CPA complicnce pecple. I was thon called

that thav agreed with me that the safetv clothi
not he raguired to ragisteoer.

afals hell
“ack ancd
1§ produce

amang
ormed
rs should

tThile this rather minor ;roblsﬂ toclk
half and two or three phona calls o
the typc of day~-to-dav scorvices
its nembher ceompanies.

Ovar the past year the Feed and D
intexest in ashestons a
in various Foocs huvc*accs uuﬂ
tlon-)

and gu;del;ne. w“e:c approprlhte.

Thus far they have crncoentrated

use of ashestes-contaminated
in cosmetics, and sccondly,
Pads in thue beveragz

thcir affcrts in tun ar

talc in foed packacing
on the use of asbestes celulnsa £
ané drug industries.

- In our first maating

wzth thie FDA tashk forece last Necvermker an tie
. filter problen, thoy denonstratad and adnitted to an apnalling ’

shostns. CSince then,

" ignorance about tha health hazards of ney
have gotten one heck of a lot smartar, dua at laast in part tc the

Frpnondous anount of data ~nd infermation which the Lssnaiation
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has been supplving to them. AL a Cunsceguence, the FLA is teday

.. lass panicky about asbhestosn and {herciorne less likely Lo propose
fooliish, unsupportable regula“*onsu Spokasmern from the FDL have;

o in fact, defended the ﬁt Ler industry against euvironmentalist

o attaclis in the press and eluewhere in recent menths. This is,
quite obvicusly, a healthy sign.

Our activities in the area of Ccanassxon“n relations have lbean
quite ninimal to date, although we are prapaering for the unccm1“¢
s.rucgle in Congress over worfuen'i‘c spensation raform, at which
time asbestcs is unquestionably going tc he rackad over the coals
by Dr. Salikoff and bv representatives of organized lahor.
Unfortunately, the Associaticr has ncithe the manpower ncr the
time to embark on a full-scale legisl tlve inforrration program.
Ve have met on occasion with the legislative and legal assistants
to various Seuators who have attacked asbestos, hcwever much mcre
needs to be done in this arez and I an afraid individual member
companies are going tc have to ke the prime ball carrsiers and not
. ~._ the Association. . .

; For essentially the . .sason, our government activities at +tn

—ae

. state and local level have cdeclined ©o essentially zero over the

‘; past year and a half. This has not been too sericus a deZiciency

as most of the authority of the cities and statas in asbestcs con-
trol has heen usurped by various Fedaral regulatory agencies.
Nenetheless, more individual company activity is reguired at these
levels of government.

In conclusicn, I think we can all be justifiably nleased with what
t7e have heen able tc acccmplish in thae oast few years in resolving
the coranucopia of interrelated problems that constitute the
ashestos~health situation.

Our plants ara cleaner and our werlimen hetter protected. The gzne-
ral puhlic has been showa to be in no danger _-cn asbe tes, 1£ it
ever was. 'Yhile we have been regulated extensively, fcr the mest
part the standards that have keen develcped have nct been as bad as
. we fearad they might be, and in some cases they turded cut far het-
. ter than we aver dared hope. In additicn, while we are still taking
' l cur lumps in the public press, the net effact of all this adverss
’ publicity has been shown to be surprisingly small.

-- =--——---Vle have sueated a lot ard ve have groaned ‘a lot, but we are still
: . standing and we are still viabhle. I sense today within the indus-
 try a greater faeling of‘confidence in the future than at any t-rc

- in the past f:w years. Dut.vwe must not rest contentad.

) Vq: e must rcnenbﬂr that Dr. Selikoff bas to date baen far lass suc-
'(_ . f cessful than our industry has in influcncing the decisions of the
\ : vurlous governmental vegulatory agencies. This vill make hinm try

.
J

.




