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THE HISTORY OF TIE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO.
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The Sherwin~Williams Co, is the world's largest manufac—
turer of paints, varnishss, lacquers, insecticides, ard
associated producta.

1866 -~ Sherwin-iilliams dates fram 1866 when Henry A. Sherwin invested
T 82,000, his savings bank account, in & partnership with Truman
Dunham and H. 0. Griswold under the name of Truman Dunham & Co.
Total capital invested $57,000. Sales the first year were 3400,574
of lead, oil, paints, and painters! suppliaa.

1868 - A. T. Osborn admitted to the partnarahip. Bought linssed oil mill.

1870 = Partnership dissolved, Dunham and Griswold entered linseed oil
’ manufactures E. Ps Hillia.ma Joined with Sherwin and Osborn, each
investing $15,000 in partrership, Sherwin-Williams & Co. to handle
paint end of the business. Store at 126 Superior Street, Cleveland,
Now 42 warchouees, 550 branches, 25,000 autharized dealers and an
told mmber of retail ocutlets procwring - products fram jobbers,

1873 - Began mamufacturing peint in ane smell building on Canal Road,
Cleveland, Output the first year 450,000 pounds of oil paste
"jpaint. Now 32 factoriss, 700 buildings, mamufacturing 35,000 pro-
{duct.n, a total of over cne billion pounds

J 1874 ~ lUanufacturs of tin cans by hand boguns Now two plants manufacturing
‘ . 500,000 daily. 400 emplcyces. Printing of labels and colar cards
started - one small press, tro men and a boy. Now 200 employees,
. 18 modern presses and other modern equipment printing many millions
{ot nhels and advertising fsatures.

1680 =~ First mm:facturo of S SWP - set standard for high-grade house pa.int,

leading indusiry away from cheap, poar-quality, ready-mived peint
then offered to an unsuspecting publie,

1884 -~ Partnsrship dissolved. The Sherwin-williams Co, incorporated |
July 18, 1884, capital £300,000, Now capital and surplus over
$80,000,000.

1888 - ianufacture esteblishod at Chicago through purchase of the Calumot
: Paint c«:::psxv from the Pullman Company.

1895 - lManufacture begun in Rmtrea.l through organisation of Walter H.
Cottingham and Co., Ltd, -
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1898 -
1900 -
1900-1910
1914 -
_ 1929-1920
1922 -
_2929-2930
1939 -
1940 -
194 -
1941-1943
1944 -
1947 -
1548 -
1949 =
1950 -
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W. H. Cottingham appointed General Manager. Put ocmplsﬁ
line of varnishsa on ths markst,

Paint and varnish fzctary established in Rewark, N. J.
Manufacture of linssed oil, leaded ginc, white lsad, lithopans,
dry colors, and insecticides. Many prepared paints and enamsls
added.

Becauae of war with Germm:y, undertock mamufacture of dyes and
intermodiate chemicals at Chicago.

Flants established at Detroit, Dallas, Oakland and Bou:;d_; Brook,
Yanufacture of autfanohﬂa lacquers begun.

Began manufacture of synthetic resins for use in varnishes and
enamols. FPlants established at Dayton, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,
and Havand. et
il fevaE=

Delydrated castar oﬂ. manufacture undertaken at clevoland

Flant establiahed at Buenos Aires,

First mamfacture of resin emulsion pai.nt-/l&;n-rona,‘ leading
the industry in the introduction of this impartant new product.

anufactured many paint, varnish, lacquer, and chemical products

for wilitary use. 1lanaged shell-loading plant for War Depar‘hmnt
at Carbondale, Illinois, '

Plant erected at Sao Paulo, Brazn. ‘
Flant established at ma:d.co City.

Modern white enamal plant and new plant for manufacturing litho=
graphed cans installed at Chicago. Pigment ressarch and vegetable
product labmtcry eatabnshed at Clmlarxi. Kan—Glo put on the
markst. - Pt o=

Property acquired foar factary, and warehouse building erected at
Aldenta, Gecrgla. Nsw warshouss bullding at Gibbaboro. Extensive
additiona to plant at pallas, , T

e e e+ e

Supsr Kem-Tons put on the market, Alkyd varnieh kettles installed
at Newark. '

2 much as the first year, Capital increased fram §45,000 to capital
i and gurplus cver 880,000,000,

Businsgs has grown consistantly wntil it is now 700 timos as \}

COMEMIAL  0007:SWP-0059383




~3-
The Comparny now includess

Acome Quality Paintl, Ince
Detroit, Michigan

W. W. lawrence & Co.
Pittsburgh, Penngylvania

The Lowa Brothers Campany -
Dayton, Chio

John Lucas & Co., Inc, :
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The Martin-Senour Co.
Chicago, I1linois

Rogers Paint Products, Inc,
Detroit, Michigan

The Sherwin-Williams Co, of Canada, Ltd.
Montreal, Canada

Cia, Sherwin-illiams, S. A.
Mexico City, He:d.cp

The Sherwin-Williams Co, of Cuba, S. A.
Havana, Cuba

Sherwin-fiilliams Argentina, S. A.
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Sherwin=yilliams de Brazil, S. A.
Tintas e Vernizes, Sao Paulo, Brazil

The Company also has En,,liah connectiona with 33 branches
all over tho rest of the world., Sherwin-Williams products
surely "cover-the-earth.”
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Conestant growth and lezding position in the industry is due
to contimity of good management and capabla and loyal employeea
- Henry A. Sherwin, President md Chaimn of the Bm.rd 1870-1916..

« Falter H. Cottingham, General Manager, Fresident, c}niman of

+ Gearga A, Martin, Genoral Manager, President, Chairmen of Board

Em 1921"19440
mm « A. W, Steudel, President 1940 to date.
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Number of emplayees increassd from about a dozen in 1870 to
over 14,000 now,

Fo At 3/—1aT ,2074 men and wamen completed 25 yaa.ra in Company's service up
2389 CZT;"“" *"0*%o Decenber 31, 19493 1309 still active; 59 oampleted 50 ysars,
IR B N ) s of whan 7 are still active.

634”.,#‘1’ 7 "A Company 48 Known by the Men it Keeps.®

- Organisation noxr includes over 1,000 managerial and supsrvisary
' positions, Vacancies occiirring usually filled freom ranks, ™~
" Outsider taken into one of these higher positions only when scmei
! spscial knowlsdge or skill is needed beyond that possessed Ly
" sans available member of t he staff, Thus business is guided by t
e apprwd...ately 40,000 years of practical experience, \ ]
A bR ,
B ~——. e e

PRODUCTS

Paint, varnish, lacquer; every varietw' of protective and decara-
tive coatings for =

Hame omners, office and Public Buﬂdmgs, Hotels, (17
Industrial manufacturers

Rail, Marine and Air Transpartaticn companies
Federal, State, County and Municipal goverments

Over 50 distinct 1ines of protective and decarative coatings
and similar products sold to dealers for household use and
building maintenznce, .

125 distinct lines of product finishea and protective coatinga
for general industrial use.

A wids variety of products for transportation, factory mainten=
ange and requiremsnts of wa.r, Navy, highwaq ard other Govermment
departmenta.

....-\\

Ingecticides for genexal household and a@.'icultural control of
insact pests and plant diseases.

@—07\
Prmary and Intermediate Chemicals for matw industries,

Flain and lithozraphed tin and gmo cans fcr peint and similar
products, T

EMFLOYEE REIATIONS AND LABOR SITUATIOR
RESEARCH

Great care and tharough testing of candidates for employment,.
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Exployeag educated and trained for each job, to thoroughly
understand Campany pclicy, thsn permitted much latitude in
action and given full responsibility and held accountable
far results.

Oppariunity - Almost all of the higher officers grew up
fram the ranks,

Long Servics - 1300 out ofldOOOempluyaeshavebeenin
s service over 25 years,

Compensation —— Camparable with other industries.
Insurance = In force since 1887.
Retirement —~ Pensions in effect since 111,

Health and Safety = Record very high. Every facility pro-
vided,

Cafeteriaa -~ In major enployment centers.

Recreational activities = provided at all larger estadlishments.

- Very 14ttle labor trouble, Factories organised under C.I.O.

R or AJF. of L.

Over 200 trained chemists, 25 college fellowships constantly

occupied in research, development of products, and control of
‘Tenafacture. ’

. s ..

Headquarters laboratories for research on paint, varnish,
lacquer, resins, oils, pigments and agricultural chemicals,

Field teats carried on at many points.
Local control laberatories at each plant,

: y SALLS AND DISTRIBUTION CRGANIZATION,
|

Fram ths beginning Sherwin-Williams sales have been through

’fod% Fr declers, Many have contimusd handling products and still are
5‘) on bocks since 1870,

AM “../;, Gm <rh. In trading areas requiring greatest distribution same S50 ~ St "‘7"'” N
Pt 3 Ccupany branches have been established to supply dealers and
PR oy et 82ll direct to consumsra.
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Diztrioution of orediets acoomplishied through 12 ccapzniea,

32 Zactorizg, 421 :}pfr.“-a.. 2nd a total of aboub .».,}’D,C"‘l Totzil
catlcis, Fareat s»“x Cs, has 8 reogioasl ozi‘iceﬂ, 32 @ales divige
icns, 1ECO szalos rerxcosantotivos, 25,000 Sherwin-Filliams full--

line uzale*a, rany dopariment stores, hordrare and palnt starss.

Fech subsidiary coupary haes its om labsl and btrand of productss
Scm2 items ars sold by all members of the institubion, thue cor-
zolidating advertising, rezearch and mamufacture.

Sales repressontatives are paid a baso ralary and extra ¢COponsas
tion for g2les beyord narmal quote seb far tarritary.

Sranch mansgors parvicipate in profit earnsd by branches.
Yany cales campaigns and contests are organisaed.

Aggressiva advertising corried oa through descriptive literaturs,
DETRPRIDOTS, z'zzgaumas, xad:.o, novie £ilma, and donansivatics. -
‘Ic:a".tv f2atures such ag Style Cuide and Yetropolitan Auditioms of

tho Aiw radio proqyram,

Trada salss products acld by ropracontatives and b’*anr‘has dirzsd
to doalsra,

Industeisl, trancpeztaticn, alrecaflt, rarirs, autcmctils, and Pigrent,
Co“‘r ond Chendical zales nandled thy cuc'h zona representatives raporie

ing to rogisnal officss. Bach .,pecial technical sarvica 1s required
“or zush bucinsss,.

Lexicultural chemiczls 351ld through bssi channels Lo reach farmara
&nd proTsrs.

Houzahold itema ars sdld tinough paint stores, 2s woll as dopariment
stores and hardmmre sioras,.

The ¢zrpus raporis of tha paint industry included 630 esta®lierronis
in 1949 doing a tusinocss of $1,083,340,000, 1950 shewing ircreese
ar 1949, S5ales per capita “about 57.00, in oniire Unitsd States,

Trzasndeus taeld el of rointing dsferrci during wariizs shartage of
paind Jo iz Js, 20y now buildings and houses baing conatzucted.

aint Indusit w7 potontial businesg cmanatse froam the o ioaw’xl r2inting

T CudI'“S, bridgas, equipment, rail:ays, .,hivs, Ireraft, and tho
ing of zanz, "Eavy ths Surface and Tou Ssve A11,."

Paint is uczed to waintain present proverty with great oconcmy 4n vicw
ol prescnd high cost of noaw constmuction. A guvey of paingzdlis bulld-
ings, constructicn 2nd c»cﬂig‘ent in the U, S. recently indieatzd a
valra of anrrodmatoly b#1lim dollare, To reotoct this invesi-
mont g therefore aboub 174 cf 1f, "Paint Protects America® at =
naainal coat,
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