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Ashestos Hazards.

By George Lardner Jr. » -
. washington Post 81att Writer - o ‘:":
If the martinis dont getiat Mount Sinal Hospital jof.
you, the sugar in your coffee | various causes. o
might. Even many of the hospital’g- .
h could easily ~send medicines have been contami-
traces of asbestos into vour nated as a result of the asbes-
system, the Senate Subcom-| tos in the filters often used by-
mittee on the Environment drug manufacturers, Dr. Seli-
was told yesterday at a hear- ‘koff said. He said he quietly,

ing on the pecvasiveness - of notified the Food and Drug.
the highly toxic substance'inlAdmlmstratlon 9f this in IQQB
modern society. _ ibecause “we didn’t think it -
By now reported Dr. Irvinngise to have Athls SplaShEd 3111
Selikoff, the leading medical jover the media.” But.-:'nothlflg :
authority in the field, Ameri'l\efy much happened,”-he said; -
cans are “all contaminated] In faet, Dr, Selikoff.told x
with asbestos.” The number of | reporter after the hearing, “ase
fihers in our bodies may beiof this week, we are still find:
small, he said, but no one|ing asbestos in about one third
knows just how many may be|of Iall the drugs at Mount .Si-:
{ngested before cancer sets in. | nai Hospital” roughly thel
The stuff, according to Dr. same proportion found when

1Selikoff and the witnesses FDA officials were first notis

who followed him, can be)fied five years zgo. L
found almost evervwhere: in| Another witness, Barry Cas:,
gin and sugar, rice pudding | tleman, an environmental .en-
and chewing gum, childrew’s|gineer with the Baltimoré
balloons and papier mache.  {County Health Department/

“We have yet to see a sam-\ said asbestos fibers were:

Found Widespread

ple of air in an American city
without asbestos in it” Dr.
‘| Selikoff added. Without enact-!
ment of effective government
contrals, -he said, “I don't]
- | think we can safely live with
" |ashestos.” . -

1" Tts dangers have been most
commonly associated with oc-
cupational diseases such as as-
bestosis and cancers stemming
from steady exposure to asbes-)
tos dust. Once in the body, Dr.

found last September in a pres
liminary analysis of beer from
the Carling Brewery and gin--

from the Calvert- Distillery, . = =

both in Baltimore County. -

- Testifying for the Washing-
ton-based Center for Science' .

in the Public Interest. Castles =~

man said Carling and all other.
breweries in the Baltimora
area had converted their fil-
ters to a cellulose substitute. -

“Calvert officials, on the .
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R ’ Selikoff said, it stays there,in-|other  hand” he  said, :
ECE/V teracting with other cancer-)“maintain that it would cost ;
o £ causing agents and multiply:|millions of dollars to stop us- i
MA/? ing the  ‘hazards. Asbestesiing asbestos at this.time, andl..... ..
- 2 workers who smoke develop!they know of no suilable subw
Dy A N, ]973 lung cancer eight times as of- stitutes for clarifying gin.” .5
\/VSQ '48/7,._ [ten as other smokgrs, he said,) Castleman, who placed -2
% JO"U and one of every five asbestos| pint of Calvert gin amid other
) ~HNSO/V | workers dies from it. i exhibits on the witness table, -

.| The mineral, however, "is:said later that he assumed- - - : . ;
. lalso 1:sed in “several thousand|other gin-makers use the same- = . ' g
products,” said Arthur M. Lan-ikind of filters, mainly to prod-
‘lger, ;an associate of Dr. Seli.iyce “very clear gin—for cos
koff at the A\Iount Sipaiimetic purposes"' S
School of Medicine in Newi ge a)56 told the subcomntit-
-~ | York City. It is inadvertently| :

© e e

'tee that 80 per cent of the-
added to many others, such as|pyarropolitan water -supply: of:

liquor and medicines, he said.| Afaryland's Harford County is°
because of its use as a filter-| arried in ashbestos cement

b

nc agent. : . ipipe. Wate

r samples are now. -
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SRR Sen. John V. Tunney {D-being lesied lo see 1€ any - as

L jcalif.), acting subcommittee bestos is present, he said, e

s t | chairman, asked whether his «you can

- up balloons—whose powderyipag at the pin
". ¢ ¢ .. v |insides signify the presence of  «ygy can h
‘ | asbestos fibers. And should he! pacs replied.
quit using his after-shave_tal- -
- |cum powder® |
- | “Yes, it does mean that,” Dr.
. |selikoff replied. emphasizing
¢ lyhat the ills from asbestos
. dont show up for 20 to 30(
® |years «aAnything that has asi!
bestos in it, keep it away from!,
your kids.” . - .
Langer said his laboratory |-

B . |at Mount Sinai. described asi:
1 lone of two in the world capa- ;'

- w Ible of analyzing micropar‘-.‘-l
7 s |cles in human tissue, hasj:.
; s Ytound bits of asbestos in the|:
e . " | b ydies of more than 100 pa-i*
3 « tients who died consecutively !
3
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leave the ginj'

children should stop blOWll’lg here,” Tunney told: him with &’

t-sized exnibit. -
ave it,” the wits
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