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S t a n d a r d  Oi e  Co m p a n y  o f  Ne w  J e r s e y

M r, E . T . Webb
E th y l  G a so l in e  C o rp o ra t io n
135 last ̂ 2n& Street  
New Y ork  City-

D ear Mr. W ebb:-

My f i l e  t e l l s  me Mr. Dodge k e p t  you  c lo s e l y  in fo rm ed  c o n c e rn ­
in g  t h i s  c a se  w h i le  th e  e a r l y  p la n s  f o r  o u r  d e fe n se w ere b e in g  d e v e lo p e d . 
I t  i s  p ro b a b le  th e  c a se  w i l l  be t r i e d  a t  th e  te rm  of  c o u r t  commencing 
Ju n e  2 d . I t  may b e  th e  f i r s t  c a s e  re a c h e d  f o r  t r i a l.  Mr, H erbert« , 
a s s o c ia te d  w i th  th e  d e fe n s e , r e c e n t l y  m et Mr, T is o n, one o f  p l a i n t i f f . i s  
c o u n s e l ,  and d u r in g  a  g e n e ra l  c o n v e rs a t io n  t h i s  case  was m e n tio n e d . The 
q u e s t io n  o f  p o s s ib le  s e t t le m e n t  came u p  an d  Mr. H e rb e r t  a sk e d  Mr. T iso n  
i f  th e y  c a re d  to  su b m it any  f i g u r e s .  M r. T iso n  s a id th e y  w ou ld  n o t s e t t l e  
f o r  much l e s s  th a n  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 . an d  Mr. H e rb e r t  t o l d  him  t h a t  was o u t  o f  th e  
q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  th e  to p  f i g u r e  he  w ou ld  b e  ev en  w i l li n g  to  c o n s id e r  w ould 
be $ 1 2 ,0 0 0 . to  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 . Mr. T is on s a i d  h e  th o u g h t th a t  was e n t i r e l y  to o  
low  b u t  h e  w ou ld  t a l k  t a n d  M r. E d en s, h i s  a s s o c ia te  i n  th e  c a s e . 
He saw Mr« H e rb e r t  a g a in  l a s t  week and s a i d  th e y  w ere l o a th e  to  go be low  
$25, 000.  b u t  w ould p ro b a b ly  c o n s id e r  a n  amount from  $20, 000.  to  $25, 000. 
!j?his i s  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  s e t t le m e n t h a s  b een  d is c u s s e d .
I t  w as M r. H e r b e r t 's  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  th e  c a s e  c o u ld  be  s e t t l e d  f o r  $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 .

Our e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  S o u th  C a ro l in a  l i t i g a t i o n  makes me f e a r
t h a t  i f  we s e t t l e  t h i s  c a s e  f o r  an y  s u b s ta n t i a l  am ount, we w i l l  be con­
f r o n t e d  w i th  m ore c a se s , o f  t h i s  ty p e . They a r e  e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  
c a s e s  t o  d e fe n d . I  am i n c l i n e d  to  b e l ie v e  we have go t  t o  ta k e  ou r 
c h a n ce s  w i th  m aking a  s u c c e s s f u l  d e fe n s e . I  t h in k  we s h o u ld  r e f r a i n  
from  s e t t l i n g  th e  c a s e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a n y  am ount i n  e x c e s s  o f  th e  c o s t  
o f  t r i a l .  Your f u tu r e  m ark e t may b e  a f f e c t e d  by  o u r d e c is io n .  T here­
f o r e .  I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  know i f  y o u  s h a re  my v ie w s .
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