Hovember 28, 1938

Dr. Russell Wilder
Hayo Clinic - :
Rochester,. minnesota

Deaeroctot«Wilderze

A few days ago my a ttention
was eal}ed ta 8 ¢nse of alleged lead polsoning derived
reputedly from the handling of leaded gasoline, . Cases
of alleged injury or illness from this cause are ususally
reported to me promptly fthrough arrangement with the
industry, and they can be investlgated in an early stage. .

Unfortunately, this one hes come to my notice only Shrough-
the filing of a suit by one of Glen dJdean,

Fayetts Co. West Virginia, against his employer and also
the Standgrd. 011 Company of Hew Jerseys. = -

I have been asked by the

defendants to exsmine into the fzets and to advise them,

and inssmuch. as I have never beeam able to find .evidence
of lead poisoning or of lead absorpuian in associgtion
with the handling of leaded gasollne, I am not impressed
by the cecupa ticnal‘histery in that regsrd. It appears,
however, that (IR vas at the HMayo Clinic invﬁugust
of 1937, returning home September l, 1937, and 1%t has been
roported that a dlognosis of lead poisoning was arrived
at, end that he wes advised not %o continve working &% a
gasoline £illing station, : It seems improbsble:to me -
that a diagnosis of lead poisaning was ever made In such
a case, and the most llkely supnositicn is that this man
suffersd from a contact dermatitis which may have been
attributed ta gasoline, or perhaps, Yo leaded gasoline,.

SRR ' 'I'do not wish to obtain any
1nformation which yua cannot properly give me, bubt I
should be most grateful if you would let me know whether
this men's 1llness was disgnosed as lead poisoning at the
Clinic, or whether nmy assuwmption is substantially correct.
Perhaps, if the man was Ureated om the dermatological
service, you wounld" be good enough to refer my letter Lo
the head of that service,. _
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Fer ebvieus prafesaional

" reasons, I am much more concernsd with the facts.as

to the dlagnousls and the basls for the diagncsis in
this case than I am with the legal aspscts of the
matter, so that if you or your colleagues wish me to
hold In confidence such informatlon as you may choose to
give me, I shonld feesl bound by your wishes, However,
I should like %the privilege of reporiting the facts to
Dr, Sayers of the U, S. Publie Health Service, with
whom I have had a gentleman's sgreement over a perled
of years, covering the reporting of such c¢ases. You
know, ﬁcubtaess, that we in this laboratory have studied
the problem of lead exposure and lead gbsorption in

1 to leaded gasoline in almast every eonecelivable
\ ofE -1 periocd of almost fifteen years, end if we
have ‘erred in our cbservabions and QSMBlJaienS’ it is
uime we wera dlscovering our. errorsS.

Cordially yours,

RaK sils Robert A, Kehoe, ¥.D,




