DIVISION OF SAFETY AND HYGIENE PLAINTIFF’S
EXHIBIT

NOVEMEER 3, 1950 BRK-239

James H. Fluker, Superintendeat
Division of Safety ad Hygiene
Columbus, Ohio In re: Moraine Products
General Motors Corporation

Dayton, Ghio
On November 2, 1950 the two undersigned members of the Division of Safety and Rygime
re-surveyed this plant for possible exposure to materials causing dermatitise On April
20, 1950 both mexbers also made & report on existing conditions in this plant and stated
therein that the company had installed equipnent to filter and sterilise the cils which
were thought o be inducing dermatitis. The incidence of cases lessensd by degrees but |
was not completely eliminated. It was learned that in Department 5 (Cast Irom Machining -
or Bearingizing) there wers no cases of dermatitis at the time of this present wigity in ]
Department 7 (Wheel Cylinder Assembly) on lines #2 and £3 there were no dermatitis ;:aaea
on the dats of this visit; and in Department 19 (Brake Shoe) only one map'had a case of
dermatitis on this date. The compiqv places man who have daveloped ghnatitis in sore
other area in this latter daparhe_nt 80 that they canbs away from the oll and ot sub~

jected to recurrent exposures,

™.

Practically all of the people who have experienced dermatitis have worked with a material
consisting of diacetone alcohol to which is added from 108 to 20% castor oil, Parts are
placed in this mixture for a leak testing cperation, It i:s a pu;t of a mamufacturing
process and, according to company officials, cannot be changed.

There are approzimte]y{SO pecple working with this material and only a few cases of
dermatitis have developed. The company immedlately removes an employee from this opera-
tion who shows signs of dermatitls and places him on a job where there is no exposure
to the material used there, The Medical Depariment ireats the dermatits and there have
bemnolosttiuonmyottﬁocaaeatod‘ato.

The question was presented to the Managerent as to whether this diacetone alcohol could
be eliminated and & substitute used in its place. The company officials atated that g
to the present time there is only this materisl which will deﬁnitely give a satiafactory
inspection test and not be corrosive to the varicus parts being tested. e

We present below from The che-iatry 0: Indnstrm roxicology by Sudna tho mtmnt that
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a factor for when the pH ottho caam oil 1s ’around 6.9 or'lesa,‘it 48 on the acide

”b_‘ s-l\‘ivé (YT

side and some dermatitis had bm aperienced; uhen !.t u"aronnd 7.0 or at normal, or

even on the alkaline side, no dermatitis appeared to davalop. Eovmmr, the writer feels
that the castor oil is not a ractor since the diacetono alcohol :ls of suach a nature -that
it contimally removes the natnral oila fron ﬂ:e ald.n and any type of oil, eithefr castor

or lanolin, would tend to be huprul rather than harnﬁ:l.




