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a copy of Ky trip report on the i?%?htbhz’h

peeting held in New Yorx.

ez weeting uUN

derlined the fact that disezses due to

asbestos are no longer ehieflly found in workers in asbestos

rines &nd textile mi
gnd susrded ageInEt.

112 where the risks have been recognized
Tme risks now &are among the secondary

_ugers. guch &s the menufacturers end i{natallers of insuletion,

but the risxe are hi

ghest where the environoentel conditions

gre moct diffieult to eontrol. Such jots &8 the ri,ping out
of old insulation or the mixing of the dry ingrsdients for

aabestos cement must
asbestog -containing

well-fitted, respire
effective means ©f P

result in the production of 2 dusty,
gtrmosshere., In such situations personal.
tory protective devices &re the most
rotecting the wWOIKers.

The Du Poat CO=p£ny spends between 3 tO 7 per eent of the

cost of new construc
eontaing &sbestos.

arc ueed every year
{nsulation is asbest
not dAifficult to vis

tion on insulating materials, puch of which
Roughly 200,000 pounds of pipe insulation
and approximately 70 per cent of this

os, With rigures of this magnitucs iv i3
ualize a real health hazard existing Just

in this one use of asbestos,

Eecause of the
disgnozis (the mexn
respiretory dlsesse
{3 particularly true
of aabestos insulatd
have been installed

long timpe leg from first exposure to
period 18 about &0 years). the potentl
problen is liadle to grow in size. T™his
of the nylon plants which ere tig users
on on their "Dowtherm” lines. all of which
{n the last 26 years. The compensation

gzpects of this problem speax for themselves &nd peint to the
need for sdequate pulmonary function studies on &1l workKer
exposed to & definite risk of respiratory damage.
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Asbestos exposure only highlights & need for eloser
gttention $0 pulmOnary function studlies throughout the Coopany.
Claics are beling pade against many cozpanies o0 the basis of an
2lleged exXposure to toxic materiels ¢n the sir of the work
place and tne subsequent developeent of pulmonary enpyhysexzs OT
gsooe olthelr chronic pulmondry disease, At this time the
tneidence of chronic respiratory disease 18 second only ¢o
cardiovascular disease in caBzes receiving dissbility allowences
throuzh social gecurity, and about 7 per cent of §dult males
have been dlagnosed &8 naving pulmponary ezphysens. If this
trend to maRing EOTE cla‘ms continues and the numbel cf persons
in & position to make clalps eontinues to rise, the protlex
could be a serious one for the Company. One arswer tO this
protlen I8 to know thne pulmonary funection status of =1l
ez-loyees in the sexe way that the hea~ing status of &1l

mployees LB docuxmented. without & paseline pulmonsry funetion
evalustion the Conpany would be in & difricult position 184
ehronic pulmondry cigegse s finelly diagnosed in &N erployee
to stete tRET the wWork envircnnent pleyed no rart 4n its
CEUBELION. v ¢s ry belief that for lezs money than would be
snvolved in the 1088 of & single court sult &n effective
pulmonary function testiing program can te set up and opereted
for & triel period of flve years,

I shell be cled to present a concrete proyosel along
wege lines. )
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