Yr, G. Bo Funter,
Sterling 011 Cumpany,
Emlenton, Pa.

Dosr Sirs

¥r. Wabb of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation has
sent me a copy of your cormunication of March 28 in regard to
sulta at %ocdsflield, COhio, on smsecount of lesking gasoline
which had apparently contaminated well water.

I am delayed in answering your letter by rea-
son of the faet that I wes out of my office for more than a
waell, v

4 elrcumstance such a8 the one you describe
in your letter came to our attention some months ago, when a
similar leak permitted seepage of gasoline through a somewhat
loose and sandy soll, thus contamineating seriously ths water
of = nesrhby well, and producing & definite but not dangerous
iliness in an individual vho made use of the water for drink-
ing purposses. The illinessz was chargeable only to the hizh
gagoline content of the well water, which produced a very cone
eiderable emount of stomach and intestinal irritation, with
later vomiting, diarrhoea, and loss of weight. The patient
recovered without serious consequenees. In this instance,
despite the faet that the water tasted strongly of gasoline
and showed a considerable asmount of gasolina when we obtained
samples and tested them, the sick peraon had used the water
and wag undoubtedly ill from this cause. It is of some ime
‘portance to note that under the conditions that obtained,
the lead in the gasoline was completely decomposed and pre-
cipitated out so that no lead could be.found in the drinking
water. This was not therefore a case of lead intoxication,
but of gasoline intoxication. N

/,, R

I eite the incidsnt hecausa it is entirely
possible from the description of the’cases in your letter,
that a similar situation ocourred. It is possible for ths
gasoline to travel considsrable distences through proper kind
of soll, and to grossly contaminate the water. In any case,
even after considerabls periods of time, the water should.
show the presence of gasoline 1f thers was any considerasble
amount of contamination. I would consider it highly advise:
able therefore, to look into the situation carefully, and to
cbtain samples of the water, particularly from the surface of
the well, and to determine whether or: not ‘any detectable
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guantity of gasoline was present. As a means of preventing
any iraud in the matter I would suggeat that samples of
water be taken by taking a first sample, then by pumplng
out considerabls quantities of the water and then taking
other samnles.

The cases which ycu describe may not be in

any way comparable to the one which I cite, and there may
be no foundation for the clsims which are made. DBowever,
it was felt In the former case that there was probably no:
reason fg; the complaint, and it was only after the examinae

fon of the waher and the finding of definite quantities of
~analine that the asaline company concerned became convinced
of NHC‘&Qi terice of a leak, whieh, when carefully investigated,
wag “qand to have. nermlttsd the escape of several hundred gal-
iong of g 2 over a perlod of some three or four months.
I uhguld‘ hink, therefors, 1t would be highly advisable to
obtain all of the fu ts in the mattnm in arder tc determine
whether ’jaacﬂ ne agt
be very little d*ffi
of lead o*sonidg. ‘
the case of the gasol!

i@ht be 808 muat uara diffieult in

‘ s and vould ha passibme, I believe,
only on the! sis of ertained facts. In the latter cuse,

*t would not be expecte that sericus 1llness would e gro-

duced or thwt injury would be prolﬂn ged after the eliminution

of the exposure to gasoline.

Very truly yours,
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