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*. By QUINCY DADISMAN

- Sentinel Stajf Writer
»Madison, Wis. = A Califor-
nia biochemist testified Mon-
iday that his studies have con-
.vinced him that DDT and not |

nnolhcr commor; found con-

“the’ Cause vf thift
csgs‘mrs_ Wwhich he beheves
“will wipe out certain predatory
bird species.

Robert Rnscbmugh, Berke-
ley, Calif., was called as an ad-
verse witness by attorney
|defending th e pesticide at a
natural gesource department
hearmg bn 2 petmon calling

 Some Bird Specues
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up i some tes? equip tid
way that makes separation o

difficult.
- Only Few Found "
[~ Riscbrough said that whilé’
PCB's are found in lage
wiiounts in many masine birds, .
he had found Oaly a few in.
which there were more PCB's..
than DDT or its metabolitics .
(forms into which it changes in".
passing through living tissue).
He said that tests with ezgs_
ing up to one part per;

forb gDDTin Wi
Testilied Eaclier

Rischrough had testified in
December for the petitioners
—— Citizens’ Natural Resaurce
association and thé Wisconsin
chapter -of the Izaak Walton
league — about DDE, a form
into which DDT changes in liv-
ing bodics and his conviction
that DDE causes a mctabolic
disturbance in birds which
lcads to thin cpgshells. .

The thin shell cracks easily,

causing the death of the em-
ibryo inside the egg.
.. Risebrough was called by
‘Willard S. Stafford. Madison
; sttarncy who is conductingz the
1 defense of DDT for the Nation-
al Agricultural Chemicals asso-
ciatiom,

Stafford quvitlnnd Rise
brough about work he his
4ne with palychlorinated bi-

(PCB), & gowp of by-

up to six p.p.m. of DOT in all
forms showed mathematically,
by correlation with cgsshell
thickness that DD E and not
PCBs, were o bTamie The
tests were made mathematical-
ly. he said, with a slansucal
accuracy of 99.9%.

He said that damage to
cggshells from DDT can ™e
traced nat only to the DDE in,
the bird's body fat, but also to
the amount present in the fcod
iteats.

“DDT may be camraurely
fnactive in the body fai" he
corcluded, explaining that per-
cgrine faicons from Arctic
areas secm to be sustaining
their numbers better than
those from more temperate cli-
mates because the food they

cat while rearing & mufd)

DOT in malysvs m\xdl more_

million (p.p.m.) of*PCB's and |

. @O
| DDV favelueble, Sciantist Says

By QUINCY DADISHAN
Sentinel Staff Writer

Madison, Wis. - A New Jer-
sey crtomelogist told the Wis-
consin natural resource bozrd
hearing on a proposcd han on
the use of DDT Tuesday thai
he knew of no substitute for
DDT for certain uses.

Balley B. Pcpper. Edison, N
J.. who has headcd the onic.
mclcg department at Ruts2rs
university since 1941 and isa
former president of tho
mologicz! society of Any
was cailed by opponents cf the
ban.

He said he had worked with
the -DDT since its introduct
in 1044 and still considered it
an "impcrtant weapol in tr
arsenal of ins

Pepper said he was far
with all the methods progos
to combal inszcts — 'n‘s“:ll-
cides, biological, en
tal and ph\'s.ﬁl <on
practices and repellan:
all pose prodlemrs.

Some Not Drpendable™

The usc of biological con-}
trols, principaily preatory in-

sects, has beea succesaiy

G | Geveloped a resistance to DT,

l sistanice had heen diiuted.

some cases, he said. but they |
ave pot dependable for control-
ling crop pests. That method,
e said, bas beenin ust atleast
since 1903.

He said that the use of in-
sect discase organisms had
been tricd but that cultures
ccuid become contaminated
with othor diseases ard. in
-{fact, one such material, used
2gainst Japanese beetics, was
withdrawa from the market re-
cently because the culture may
have been infected with an-
ti:racnose, a plant discase.

The cotton boli worm —
known as the tomato worm in
zardens and the corn ear wormm
in comnficlds — is aimost im-
passiblc to control except by
DDT, he said, altkeugh ¢
witiesses said Sevin is used by
most Wisconsin corn growers.
Sevin, however, poses haznnis
{0 nearby boe ceionies.

Althcagh some inscets have

Peoper said it could be yerd
agamst them after sover

crations had passed and ta

to controf in New Jersey, he
said. He said mosquito control
was very important there be.
<ausc a reservoir of a mosquito
borne carephalitis exists
ameng New Jorsey an‘mais. [t
affects primarily horses and
pheasants. he said. bet human
cases and deatas were report-
ed in 1233, 1953, 1964 and
1968,

Pepper said he had keard of
outbreaks of St. Louis en
alitis in the upper Mis
valley, but he said ac
believe the eastern variety of
the discase was found in the
midwest.

Testing Explained

the stand briefi

metiiod of znal
for small a
chlotinated b
cal compuunds
times interfore with amalyses
for DDT and its relatives.
Risehro tnt he had
become ¢ anal-
¥scs provided 4
sin Alumni Reseasch Fi

+'tion (WARF) Institute, Inc,

and had set out to see wh
was wrong with the reports.

As a result, he said. ke at
severat other scieniists me
with WARF lzborator;
eel last Jancary 0
ways of testing Eor p'ﬂ\
nated
method. he said,
sble to distin
the chemicals.




