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T h e  founding o f th e  O ffice  o f S c ien ce  and  T echno logy  (OST) w as 
the  l a s t  o f s e v e r a l  s te p s  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  p r e s e n t  sc ie n c e  a d v iso ry  
s t ru c tu re  in  the  E x e c u tiv e  O ffice  o f th e  P r e s id e n t .  P r i o r  to  1957, th e  
on ly  fo rm a l s c ie n tif ic  body a t  th is  le v e l  w a s  a  sc ie n c e  a d v iso ry  c o m m itte e  
lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  O ffice  o f D efen se  M o b ilis a tio n  (w hich h a s  s in c e  becom e 
the O ffice  of E m e rg e n c y  P lan n in g ). S h o r tly  a f te r  the  S o v ie ts  lau n ch ed  
the f i r s t  m a n -m a d e  s a te l l i t e ,  P r e s id e n t  E ise n h o w e r c re a te d  th e  p o s itio n  
o f  S p e c ia l  A s s is ta n t  to  the  P r e s id e n t  fo r  S c ien ce  and T echno logy  (known 
in fo rm a lly  a s  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  S c ie n c e  A d v iso r)  and  m ade  h im  C h a irm a n  
of the  P r e s id e n t 's  S c ie n ce  A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  (PSAC) w hich  w as 
s e p a ra te d  f ro m  ODM.

In  19S9, th e  F e d e r a l  C o u n cil fo r  S c ie n ce  and T echnology  (FCST) 
w as  c re a te d  by E x e c u tiv e  O rd e r  o f th e  P r e s id e n t  and the S c ien ce  A d v iso r 
w as ap p o in ted  C h a irm a n . F C S T  is  co m p o sed  o f p o lic y -m a k in g  r e p r e ­
s e n ta tiv e s  f ro m  the v a r io u s  F e d e ra l  a g e n c ie s  invo lved  in  sc ie n c e  and 
techno logy ; th e  p u rp o se  o f the  C o uncil is  to  c o o rd in a te  the  to ta l  F e d e ra l  
e f fo r t  in  s c ie n c e  and  tech n o lo g y  to  in s u re  i t s  e ffic ien cy  and e ffe c tiv e n e ss .

PSA C , on the o th e r  hand , is  co m p o sed  of 18 of the N a tio n 's  m o s t 
d is tin g u ish e d  s c ie n t i s t s  and e n g in e e rs  d ra w n  to g e th e r  fro m  o u ts id e  the 
G o v e rn m en t - -  f ro m  u n iv e r s i t ie s  and f ro m  in d u s try . The m e m b e rs  a r e  

y appo in ted  by th e  P r e s id e n t  fo r  f o u r - y e a r  t e r m s .  The fu ll C o m m ittee , 
w hich  m e e ts  tw o days a  m o n th , p la y s  an  e s s e n t ia l  ro le  in b lend ing  and 
in te g ra tin g  g o v e rn m e n ta l and  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l v iew s w ith  re s p e c t  to 
m a jo r  i s s u e s  w h ich  invo lve  bo th  s c ie n c e  an d  g o v e rn m e n t and  w hich  b e a r  
on the to ta l s c ie n tif ic  and  te ch n o lo g ica l p o s tu re  of th is  co u n try . In 
ad d itio n , i t s  m e m b e rs  c h a ir  n u m e ro u s  p a n e ls  d e sig n ed  to  s tu d y  p a r ­
t ic u la r  is s u e s  in  dep th .

The O ffice  of S c ie n ce  and  T ech n o lo g y  w a s  c re a te d  by R e o rg a n i­
sa tio n  P la n  No. 2 of 1962 to  p ro v id e  a  p e rm a n e n t  s ta ff  to: 1) a d v ise  and 
a s s i s t  the P r e s id e n t  on a l l  m a t te r s  of n a tio n a l p o licy  a ffec ted  by o r  p e r ­
ta in in g  to  s c ie n c e  and tech n o lo g y ; and 2) e v a lu a te  and c o o rd in a te  the to ta l 
F e d e ra l  p ro g r a m  in  s c ie n c e  and  tech n o lo g y . T h e  D ire c to r  of OST, who 
co n tin u es  to  s e rv e  a s  the  P r e s id e n t ’s S c ien ce  A d v iso r , w as c h a rg ed  w ith  
adv isin g  and  a s s is t in g  the  P r e s id e n t  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  the fo llow ing:
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2) M a jo r p o lic ie s ,  p la n s  and  p ro g r a m s  of s c ie n c e  and  techno logy  
o f the  v a r io u s  a g e n c ie s  of the F e d e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t, g iv ing a p p ro p r ia te  
e m p h a s is  to  the  re la t io n s h ip  o f s c ie n c e  and tech n o lo g y  to  n a tio n a l s e c u r i ty  
and fo re ig n  p o licy , and  m e a s u r e s  fo r  fu r th e r in g  s c ie n c e  and techno logy  
in  the N ation.

2) A s s e s s m e n t  of s e le c te d  s c ie n tif ic  and  te ch n ica l d ev e lo p m en ts  
and p ro g ra m s  in  r e la t io n  to  th e i r  im p a c t  on n a tio n a l p o lic ie s .

3) R ev iew , in te g ra t io n , and  c o o rd in a tio n  of m a jo r  F e d e ra l  
a c tiv it ie s  in  s c ie n c e  and  te ch n o lo g y , g iv ing  due c o n s id e ra tio n  to  the 
e ffe c ts  of su ch  a c t iv i t ie s  on n o n -F e d e ra l  r e s o u r c e s  and in s titu tio n s .

4) A ss u r in g  th a t good and c lo se  r e la t io n s  e x is t  w ith  the N a tio n 's  
s c ie n tif ic  and e n g in ee rin g  c o m m u n itie s  so  a s  to  fu r th e r  in  e v e ry  a p p ro ­
p r ia te  way th e i r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  s tre n g th e n in g  sc ie n c e  and techno logy  in 
the U nited S ta te s  and the F r e e  W orld .

5) Such o th e r  m a t te r s  co n so n an t w ith  law  a s  m ay  be a ss ig n e d  by 
the P r e s id e n t  to  the O ffice .

The D ire c to r  of OST h a s  a  D epu ty , a ls o  ap p o in ted  by the P r e s id e n t ,  
and a s ta ff  of a p p ro x im a te ly  20 p ro f e s s io n a ls  a t  the  top le v e ls  of the C iv il 
S e rv ic e . Two of th e se  m e n  s e r v e  a s  E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e ta r ie s  of PSAC and 
FC ST , and o th e rs  s e rv e  a s  te c h n ic a l a s s i s ta n t s  to  the D ire c to r  and have 
re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  in  the g e n e ra l  a r e a s  l is te d  below . T hey  w o rk  c lo se ly  
both w ith  o u ts id e  c o n su lta n ts  to  PSA C and w ith  in te ra g e n c y  p an e ls  of 
the F e d e ra l  C ouncil.

T o p ics  w hich p a r t ic u la r ly  c o n c e rn e d  th is  O ffice in  1966 inc lude  
the follow ing:

N ational S e c u rity : A n ti- s u b m a r in e  w a r fa re  and a s s o c ia te d  p ro b le m s , 
m il i ta ry  a i r c r a f t ,  s t r a te g ic  m i l i t a r y  s y s te m s .

Space: T he n a tio n a l sp ace  p ro g ra m  and  i ts  fu tu re .

C ivil P ro g ra m s :  G o v ern m en t p a te n t po licy ; ra p id  ex cav a tin g  technology; 
the p o ten tia l ro le  of r e s e a r c h  in  the D e p a rtm e n t of H ousing and U rb an  
D evelopm ent; p ro b le m s  in  e d u ca tio n , p a r t ic u la r ly  h ig h e r-ed u ca tio n .
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C o o rd ina tion  of F e d e r a l  P r o g r a m s : W a te r  r e s o u r c e s  r e s e a r c h ,  a tm o s ­
p h e ric  s c ie n c e s  and o c ea n o g ra p h y , an d  in te r r e la t in g  th e  p ro g r a m s  in  a l l  
of the en v iro n m e n ta l "science's“ : 1

In  ad d itio n , the  P r e s id e n t  gave  h is  S c ie n ce  A d v iso r  a  n u m b e r  of 
pu b lic  a s s ig n m e n ts :

A ir c r a f t  N o ise: C h a irm a n sh ip  of a  s p e c ia l  in te ra g e n c y  w o rk in g  g ro u p  to  
define a  p ro g ra m  lead in g  to  th e  a l le v ia t io n  of j e t  a i r c r a f t  r o is e ;  c h a irm a n ­
sh ip  of the  F e d e ra l  C o o rd in a tin g  C o m m itte e  on Sonic B oom  S tu d ies .

T ech n o lo g ica l Gap: C h a irm a n sh ip  o f an  in te ra g e n c y  c o m m itte e  to  ex am in e  
the p ro b le m s  r a is e d  by the  te c h n o lo g ic a l d is p a r i t ie s  b e tw een  the  U. 5. and 
W este rn  E u ro p e a n  c o u n tr ie s ;  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  a  study  of th is  p ro b le m  u n d e r 
the O rg an iza tio n  fo r  E co n o m ic  C o o p e ra tio n  and  D evelopm en t.

P re s id e n tia l  C o m m iss io n s : In v o lv em en t in  the  w o rk  of the  P r e s id e n t 's  
C o m m issio n  on P a te n t  S y s te m  and the  P r e s id e n t 's  C rim e  C o m m iss io n .

W orld  Food: A m a jo r  e ffo r t  h a s  b een  m o u n ted  in  re s p o n se  to  the P r e s i ­
d e n t 's  d ire c tiv e  to  h is  S c ien ce  A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  to  s e a rc h  out new 
w ays to  develop  sy n th e tic  d ie ta ry  s u p p le m e n ts , im p ro v e  the  q u a lity  of 
n u tritio n a l con ten t o f food c ro p s  and  to  ap p ly  tech n o lo g y  to  in c re a s in g  
food p ro d u c tio n . In  h is  In d ia  F oo d  M e s sa g e , the  P r e s id e n t  s ta te d  th a t 
he looks to th is  study  " to  su p p ly  f u r th e r  and  m o re  d e fin itiv e  g u id e lin e s  
fo r  n e a r - te r m  ac tio n  and fo r  lo n g - te r m  p la n n in g ."

A ttached  is  an  o rg a n iz a t io c  " h a r t  p o r tr a y in g  the  W hite H ouse 
sc ie n c e  s t ru c tu re .
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