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weldiy ident as well as the health aspeot has
apparently prompted these Woldsrs to vejest dsbesitoy 6loth 4n any
shspe or form, and has been Selzed upon by Ur, Bmp son to Justify

" ban bn Shy ¢  the Plym outh Naval

lung funotion .«o-n-uo» workers not necessarily regarded as asbestos
workers, During the course of this survey he has diagnosed a
large mumber of oases of asbestosis and believes that in the

next five years or more the number of asbestosis cases and

Dr, Harries wishes to make further tests of the Austiness
on a typiocal welding job using ordinary oloth, He feels that if
the dust levels are satisfaotory there is no reason why the men
should not continue to use this oloth. as Dr.Harries himself
put it to me 'I don't want to obstruot, as the work in the
dockyard has to continue and has to be done', What Dr.Harries
does insist upon however, is that the work is done in good
ooﬁ&.»hou-. and that until he is Toasonably satisfied that the
cloth is usable under these oonditions he will not be able to
recommend it. He believes that the British Ocoupational Hygiens
Society's Proposed threshold 1imit values for chrysotile are quite
adequate if they can be applied,
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Dro Harries points out that in spite of the large mumber of
oases of asbestosis which havs been 2dagnosed sinse 1966 (and
componsated Jwork still sontimses in the dockyard besause of the
good relations whioh ke has established with managemant, the men,
and their Trads Unlons, He has not refrained from explaining

arcas which read "DANGER - ASBESTO3 AREA - WEAR YOUR RESPIRATOR®,
Dr, Harries informs me that a discomfort allowance of 4Ld per roE.s
is paid to these men to enoourage them to wear their respirators,

Dr, Harries bolieves that the explanation for the. inoreass:
in &ibsatonis which has ocourred and which he predists wiy' “eontinue
for miny years at the rate of about 15 or BOre cases per Year, can
be attributed to the faot tkat prior to 1950 moat lagging oontainsd
nainly magnosia and only about 12% asbestos, dut that since 1950

‘asbostos: lagging Bas consisted of 95% amosite,” He feels that this

‘aocounts for the men wio are not laggers being diagnosed as
asbestosis cases, because they were exposed in engine and boiler
rooms to high soncentrations of amosite during stripping and
ro-lag, e Ho has measured dust ooncentrations and £inds that

causes of death in dookyard workers and the male population as

a whole with particular reference to lung cancer and other oancers,
heart disease, and respiratory diseases, His findings are not

Yet available for disoussion, but will Probably be Publighed in
about 18 months time,

B i interesting to note that not o single case report
has appeared in the Plymouth noWspapers as yet, DroHarries
belloves that this 18 beosuse of the exsellent relations he -
Bas with the local Coromer, A1l asbestos workers' dungs are
examined by the P.U.P. in Capaire who obtain Dr, Yagner's opinion,

Whilst talidng to pr, Harries I mentioned to him that the
A.R.C. and the ¥.R.C. P.R,U, were to hold a Joint meeting in the
future. He would be very ksen to prarticipate and pointed out
his work was being done with P.R.U, equipment and assistance,

) Hk@w.m are uqu.ww.umﬂ ».wo!. ¥hiok were disoussea by s which
we foel should be kept off the record, and thérefore I have nat
quoted actual figures for the instance of &sbestosis in the

8 Odfonisal.,
Dr. H.C.Lewinsohn,

dockyards eto,
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