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Scare headlires and mislead.ng :-ar<ments may arouse
«rearvanted concern emong the public btu they will o Lit-le %2
so.ve =he Technically complex problem of reduc.rg &:iy pollution.

= am referring %o the February 2f a:-:cle headlired
Detected in leeden Skies - - Study Warns Corvrentravion of
Me-al Nears Crisis." Despite the suggestior ir the headlines and
+he zvory itself, there i no connection hewwesn <ke “leaden skies';
issnrintive only of color, and ground-lsvel me&sursmenws of leal in
<re amtlent air.
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More importantly, however. the ar~:..e, 2ased on measure-
ments reported by Dr. T. Chow =eken Iin San Diego, Ca_ifornia, was 1is-
l2ading in comparison of figures. The story »elawed Dr, Chow's raport
3% finding &5 highk as eight micrograms per cuble me-=v of alr duri
vzekly periods in downtown San Diego as <ompar=1 :o <he prceposed a:r

qualisy Zuide of ten micrograms per cubic meter avezragel over thirty
days. 3a7 the Times story cami‘wned the verv signifi-ant « and kev phrase

L+

1.a= I neve emphasized - - “averaged over ~tir-y davs."

I+ is also of importance +that th2 Ansvcican industrial Hygiene
Associa~ion in proposing this figure in 1569 stated specif:cally that:
“There are no instances or cases Of TOXiti 2z07v=d as the resu.st of
“ead ‘n the smbient air." In recymmend: -ne 'raiue of ten mizrograms
‘per nubic meter averaged over 30 lays. vhe ATEA': Tommunity Alr Quality
cuide noted that this wss lcw 2nough to be “des.gnsd for long-%<rm healzh
provection." Also, the Guide sard: “Authori-ies are agrz2d tkat the
20881bllivy of acute exposure to large amounts 32 lead in the »utdoer air

s nos real..."
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Set in *his perspective, >t hecomes :i2ar that 2ven
1® =hz -~zj30rt of eight micrograms per cubir meusr L3 correct for anusual
-ondizicus. such 85 peak traffic periods during avmospheric inversions,
-rh:5 does nocv constitute a ‘arisis” situation, as v2ported in vhe Times
LSy,
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To The Bditor ~2= March 2, 1970
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Both the Federal govermment and the State of California
take continuing measurements of lead in the ambient air (which may get
there from & number of sources, including duste from soils containing lead).
Messurements since 1955 have shown annual averages of well under 2 micro-
grameg per cubic meter for the city of San Diego through 1967, and pre-
liminary date suggests this average hes not changed significantly one way
or ancother since.

The lead industry, as well as a number of health agencies,
including the U. 8. Public Health Service, has continuing research on the
question of lead in the atmosphere and the control and reduction of air
pollutica. However, there is a distinction between emissions and pol-
lutants. This was pointed up by Bureau Of Mines research which tested
leaded and non-leaded gasolines of comparsble quality. Although the
emiesions of the %{we fuels were similar, the Bureau found that the un-
leaded gesoline emissions were such that "the pollution effect wme increased
by as much as 25 percent,” compared with leaded gasolines. This in itself
is a varing to those vho believe removing lead from gesoline will solve the
automotive pollution problem.

We dring these facts to your attention because it is essential
that decisions and actions to improve the quality of our air be made on the
bagis of sound and sclid technical knowledge and on needed priorities.

Sincerely,

'

Je« L. Kimberley
JIK: b1 Bxecutive Vice President
ce: David Bird
John Koble Wilford
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