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ECONONIS IS KEY
IN POLLUTON S

[Mine's Dumpings In Lake;
Pit Environmentalists
Againgt Company A

| By WILLIAM E. FARRRLL
T Sweelal to e Xow York Tiowe X
' MINNEAPOLIS, Aug 28 I
A complex pollution trial under,
lway in Pederal District Court|
there pits the Go\remm:m. five}t
{environmenta! groups and Wis-|
consin, Michigan and Minnesota)
against the Reserve Mini
Y nnd ¢ number ol
Chambers of Commerce and!
small towns whose economios}
are luexcriub)y linked to the|
mpanylmlmn;o rations,

, about to enter its|
ﬁ(th wetk, is considered by
many to be a classic confron-

tation over a pollution issus.
1ts nﬂglns date to 1069,
At that time the Federal

ly to persuade the company,
located at Siiver Bay, to stop
dumping 67,000 tons of taconite}
tailings daily into Lake Superi-
or, something the company has]
done for 18 years and some-
thing the Goverunent says
causes widespread pollution of|
o i bt
e & 'esh-,
water Jake in thew\vorld The|
uillny are grains of ore from
which magnetle p‘rtlclel of!’
iron have been extrac! I
In addition, the Government
contended that the cnmpuny's‘
molmmuuxdumvca
ground hastened its ecologi
decline  and violated water|
quality laws.
The Reserve Mining Com-
Rany I3 jointly owned by the
epubllc Steel Corporation and|
s Armco Stesl Corporation.

Suit Filed in*72

A Federal suit was luwly
brought against Reserve
February, 1972, at the nquest‘
of the Federsl Environmental]

Protection  Agency.  Agency)
spokesmen mlﬁmd that tha)
suit had been delayed because|
Willls Boyer, chairman of Re-
public, was & vice chairman of
the Ohlo Republican Finance|
Cammittee, and C. Wiltiam Ver-
lity, head of Armeo, was a Re-
publican fund raiger.

In June of thls year another,
issue arose when the E.P.A.
released & report asying that
*4hij concentrations”  of}

mw source of drinking water|
for the city of Duluth and the]
lamaller communities of Silver
Bay, Beaver Bay and Two Har-

{

H The Federal agency said that|
Iwhile there was “no conclusive|
.evidence” that the lake water|
was unfit for consumption|

“prudence dictates that an al-|
ternate source of drinking wa-
ter be found for very young
children.”

The contention by the Minne-
sota Pollution Control Agency,
and later by a government wit-
ness at the trial was that the
ubeslos-type fibers detected in
Duluth’s waler supply could
only have come from Reserve's
plant at Stiver Bay,

Attorne; 1or Reserve seid
(n oourt that the company will

thlt the ashestos tibers are|
found In & mineral called cum.
mingtonite, & substance the
compmy seys enters Lake,
Superior rom

tions, the company said, would
result in “severe economic re.
{percussions” in northeast Min.|
nesota and other areas of the
state, N

One of the questions that has
been posed during the trial by|
United  States Distrlct Judge,
Miles Lord is what the effect;
might he lf he ardered the com-
rtn t down if it ie def-

ltaly entnbllshad that Re.
serve's tacomite waste is a
health hazard. He sald It was
2 matter he wanted pursued at
some point during the trud,

One of the significant de-

od of df: ! would cost mare®
than Smr‘n.lllion, [ 1 uu:ﬂ

The eompnnyzmlmms !

in
try's blast fumaces.

Iﬂcam udvme
eSuperior" and t]
it was “the aval
method lor minlmlzin

pot&mm adverse eoological

Reserve ploneered In the prd
ess that frees the h'on bur
particles from the ta

hus no ai
fectson La

I

833 employ
;'ear are_receiving

o tha state, ita state and local

will amount to 36.5.mil-
, the company sa!

pracess that helped to mlu a-{Any disruption of its opera-

A B

I"‘ poll\ltion to be

g
$d6-million. K sajenth

te the waning Mesabi irqt The fund's motlon was also
thange.

by attorneys for the|
l Government who said
anted t.he question of
taken up In

ts court action,

Studies of asbestos workers|
lhave shawn that they had h 'gh

rates from cancer of
lon, lungs and stomach.

P~ AT

b

numeroul velopments in the trial to date

streams located on the has ‘been Judge Lord's ruling

dian -side of the lake's mfn that allegations that Reserve ig|

On-Land Disposat ptgzl‘;um?-eb.ywdi-l_ Araiog b

The Government Is insistin| itentially injurious  asbestos)

that the company dispose bers be heard during;

its waste from ita mining proc.| the t

ess on land at Mimn., Tha chu;ge strenuously op-

Reserve minea the taco- posed by Reserve's attorneys,

nite that is shlpp«l lor rOCeys- was made by the Environmentali

ing to_Silver h{ milel Defense Fund, one of the pllirr
away. Ruerve id tha tift-intervenors in the case. Th

sincz is rev::p.l: 'no: fn.vlble fund, & nonprofit envnronmental

ap- M ienti i

muona to permit such | metl-} 'm“p comd 5] bun:\‘i

in Ent Setauket,




