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ETHnYL GASOLINE CORPORATION

CHRYSLER BUILDING
405 LEXINGTON AVENUE

NEW YORK

Qotober 31, 1941

N
Colonel C. A\ Hoss
Ue S. Quartermaster Corps
Third and C. Straets
Kashington
DC c.

¥y dear Colonel Hosa:

Confirming our conversation of Wédnesday last, ths Ethyl

Gazolins Corporation has received from time to time numerous ine
qairies coneerning the utilization of leaded gasoline in Army
stoves of one kind or sncther. These have coms to us from oil
companies and universities who in turn have received inquiries from
gome ond in the (uertermaster Corp#. They coms to us f{rom manu~
fecturers of stoves who stats that they have been requested by

some ons in the Quartermaster Corps to dsvelop this, that or the
other device for bturning leaded gasolins, A recent inquiry from
the Filtrol Company stated that Camp Holabird was about to hegin
sxperiments on the use of astivated clay for removing lead from
sesoline, -

In the ocase of most of these ineuiries, we have beon unable
to get a sufficiently detalled story to know what the problems rerlly
areé.

As you are aware, we cbtained from your office ons of the
Amy field ranges and our Medlosal Departmsnt carried out experiments
upon whioh a report was madée some months agoe The general oconslusion
was that the range would funetion satisfastorily if directions were
followsd and that the removel of lead was sdequate from a medical
standpoint. Our Chemioal Laboratory was also sent a stove from Fort
Knox and came to somswhat similar conelusions.

Qur impression is, at the moment, that 1t would be to the
advantage of all parties if developmant work on the zeneral problem
could be under some centraliszed authority. The problem is two-fold,
First, there 18 the question of the actual physical operation of the
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stove. Seocond, thére is the question of suffioclent remqval of lead
gso that no physiologieal affeots may be expeoted to result from the
use of this stoves. The Ammy {ield rangs acoomplishes both of these
requirenents with.reasonable satisfaction. It 13 quite possibls,
however, to accomplish the {irst ons without the second.

Qur own laboratories have studied soms aspecis of the
problen and will be very plad, if desired, to contribute whatever
they csn to the picturs. If further development work on stoves to
burn tetrasthyl lead 1s being carried out or is axpected to be
carried out by the Army, it would appear to us that a conference
should be called which might well inolude representatives of the
stove renufacturers, our own laboratories and the interested parties
in the Quartermester Corps so that the entire subject can be discusse
ed and the problem laid on the table and appropriats expsrimental
orogrems alloeated in whatsver wey ssems most desirable, If such
a cenference ghould be called, X would like to have present a
rapregsentative of our Medical Department and one from our Ressarch
Jaboratorys

Ploase he agsured that we have ne desire to interfere
in any way with your plansg on this problem and are only offering
the above in the light of what desms to us to be a constructive
sugzestione

Very truly yours,
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