
FROM PITTSBURGH PURCHASING 

INDUSTRIAL - 19

TO MEMORANDUM

October I4., 1972

RE: NATIONAL PURCHASE AGREEMENT.P-615951
JOHNS-MANVILLE SUPEREX INSULATION BLOCK

Johns-Manvilie has completed their development of an asbestos- 
free high temperature insulation block. This is welcomed news 
in light of our concern on OSHA standards involving the handling 
of asbestos type materials.

Beginning with October shipments, Johns-Manvilie will be filling 
all orders for Superex with either the present Superex material 
containing approximately 8# asbestos or the Asbestos-Free Superex. 
Until Johns-Manvilie*s entire production capacity has been 
converted to the asbestos-free material, many orders may be 
mixed with both types of insulation block. During this conversion 
period, the Asbestos-Free Superex cartons will be stenciled 
with the suffix AF (Superex 2000 AF) . When the transition is 
complete, the AF suffix will be dropped and all Johns-Manvilie 
Superex will be asbestos-free. Total conversion is expected 
on or before March 1, 1973*

The new Asbestos-Free Superex has a maximum use temperature 
of 2000°F and is superior to the present Superex with respect 
to both compressive strength and thermal conductivity. The 
transverse strength (modulus of rupture) of the new board is 
slightly less than that of the asbestos board, but this 
difference should have little effect on our applications. A 
copy of the properties of the new board is attached.

For the balance of our agreement period for Superex, the price 
of the new board will be the same as that for the present 
formulation of Superex. However, because of the higher cost 
ingredients in the new board, a price increase for Superex 
may be imminent when the present agreement expires on 
December 31» 1972.

For all future releases of Superex, do not specify "asbestos- 
free”. The new material will be fed into your orders on 
the basis of the supply on hand at the time of your release.
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.We would appreciate your forwarding this information to your 
operating groups and, in particular, those concerned in 
policing OSHA standards.

M. J. CAPRIO

MJC/lmp 

Attachment 

Distribution:
R. D. Griswold - Alcoa, Tennessee
H. A. Barton - Badin
J. K. Chambers - Bauxite
W. E* King - Cleveland
A. E. Gantt - Cressona
H. P. Brueschke - Davenport
R. C. Miessler - Lafayette
F. W. Hecker - Lancaster 
H. L. Gallop - Lebanon
G. H. Duckworth - Massena 
J. V. Driscoll - Mobile
R. N. Anderson - New Kensington (CMD) 
J. R. Zokaites - Point Comfort 
W. R. Eidson - Richmond
G. R. Farneth - Rockdale 
D. J. Fisher - Vancouver 
C. A. Halliday - Vernon 
J. D. Eagan - Warrick
C. J. Shank - Wenatchee
0. E. Proctor - Alcoa Technical Center
T. B. Weber - Corona
H. T. Culver - ACFC - Marshall
G. F. Leymeister - Pittsburgh, 19 
T. B. Bonney - Pittsburgh, 7
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J-M SUPEREX - ASBESTOS FREE 
(Preliminary Properties 9/11/72)

Supcrex 2000 AF

Density, lbs. per cubic foot 24

Modulus of rupture, psi 65

Compressive strength, psi 150
at 5% deformation (2" thick)

Linear Shrinkage, % @ 2000°F 2.8

Maximum Service Temperature, °F 2000
(in oxidizing atmosphere)

Thermal Conductivity, BTU/ln./Sq. Ft./°F/Hr. 
at mean temperature, °F

400 0.59
600 0.65
800 0.70

1000 0.77
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