- Décember 20, 1945

' PERS 10HAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dr. R. M. Andre, Superviscr,
Medical Secticn,

“The Industrial Commission of Ohlo,

Columbug 15, Chio.
year DOG»OT Andre-

I write this letter under confidential and personal cover since it
concerns a matter that obviocusly should be kept within the pro=-
fession at this time. This enables me t0 leave the matter entlfely
in your hands, and at the same time to point out that if it were
possible Tor me to do anythling else, I should be glad of the
opportunity*‘a do it.

My attention has been called tc the fact that Doctor Spence, wWho

is a loecal medical consultant of the Industrial Commission, has
herdly conducted hlmself, from the aspect of medical Judgment and
performance, 1n such a way as to be a credit to the organized
activity in which you are deeply concerned. Part of my iInformatlon
hifs purel: hzarsay, bult & part of 1t has comer from the direct
observations of »rofiessi onal coWIQa"Les vhose ability and honesty
are not open to question. In c¢onnecticon with cases cof lead
poisoning, Doctor Spence has commitied himself in words and for

the record &s Dbelieving that lead Intoxicatlion always results 1n

Drolonged If not permanenu,disabllity. This is a »pnolnt of view
vhich might be held cn the basis of the careful examination of
patients over some consilderable pericd of time, cr an extensive
experience in the lead trades. It so happens that Doctor Spence
does not actually examine most of the persons on whom he passes in
this regard, and that hls c¢xperience in the fleld does not entitle
him in any vay to the expression of opinion which he expresses.
Under the circumstances, and without going into details, I am quite
convinced of his incompetence and of his almost utter lack of
judgment, in these regards. I think this is an unfortunate situation.
in this cormunity, and I am also sure that 1t has very serious
st ficance in relation to the policles and decisions of the
Commissian. ’ ‘ '

You may be avare of the fact that one of the local companies, through
ceruaa _of its representatives for insurance purposes, feels itsels
agréed in this matter. This 1s no part of my concern, for I do not
speak of any cconomlic problem in this regard except as 1t may relate
to the squandering of the funds availlable for compensation. My
attitude toward industry, in this regard, is a very simple one.

Their problem is that of the eliminaticn of the hazards of lead
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pelsoning from thelr indﬁstﬁyx This can be done, and unless an
industrial crganization does this, it can obtain very little
cympathy from me for 1ts legal. and financial troubles in thls
relaticishivn. I do think it is disgraceful, professicnally, +o have
worik

adzy LG
of uvhis sort done Ly representatives of the Commlssion, and I
think scmething should be done about 1t. :

I have considered 1t my responsibility to . brling this matter to
your attention. If you care to suggest some other means of doing
somethlng about it that will come witidn the limits of appropriate

professicnal metnods, I should be glad to have you do so. Moreover,
if I cculd be .of any-assistance .to you in tihis matier, I should be
glad if you will let me krow. - - . - .

I have no way of knowing what might be done or how it might be done,
out I

- Sincerely yours,

ficbert 4. Kenoe, M. D
RAK ef - |

Dictated but not read.
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