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CHAPTER I

Sm

Industrial Hygiene—Retrospect and Prospect

FRANK A. PATTY

Historical accounts down through the ages are replete with allusions to the 
unattractive lot of the man who has earned his livelihood by manual labor. In 
ancient times a considerable portion of such work was done by slaves, a practice 
that has been extended in instances even into the twentieth century. Where slave 
labor has been employed there has not been sufficient incentive or opportunity to 
study the adverse effects of occupational environments.

Early beliefs that unhealthful conditions are inherent in certain trades have 
now been disproved and are no longer generally expressed; when plant operators 
today are presented with clear-cut evidence of unhealthful working environments 
they are almost universally ready to institute any practical control measures. One 
of the industries that rather recently joined the modern trend toward providing 
clean as well as healthful environments was the foundry industry,, and even today 

-some-foundryoperators still believe that considerable dirt, dust, and fumes are 
inherent in the industry. This is not an expression of conservatism among foundry 
management, but rather the result of the failure of the layout man, the industrial 
hygienist, and the ventilation engineer to provide information on the correct design 
of foundries and foundry equipment as well as on correct ventilation practices. No 
one wants a dirty work place if it is easy, practical, andieconomically feasible to 
have a clean one. Neither does management want to spynd huge sums, for dust 
control only to find that it does not do what it was intended to do. Although there 
may still be isolated employers who regard labor as a commodity purchasable on 
the market and more easily replaced than preserved, the.vast.majority of workmen 
in the United States today are in a very enviable position with respect to the 

-safeguards taken-to-protect-them from occupational diseases and accidents.

I. Historical Resume

A. MEDICAL AND INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE LITERATURE '

Lead poisoning is the oldest recorded occupational disease. Hippocrates, who 
lived in the fourth century b.c. and is credited with lifting the practice of medicine 
from its basis of superstition and giving it a scientific foundation, has also been 
credited by some with being the first to record adverse effects upon miners $nd 
metallurgists from exposure to lead. i
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