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Dr. Fleming tas passed your lettar 0 e for & seply on the
question of the risk i{nvolved ia warkiag with asbestos. This is
satarally & matter of coasidersadle interest TO us Since as you
cor™ectly suspect & eonsideradlie amount of asdestos (s used in
Du Peat plants largsly in the form of Sipe lagging.

M™ere Are many fests t0 thlis sudjeet DUt the two most impercant
a0 thHe Qquestisns, What i3 thHe risk O mea whe were exposed to

Asbestos pricr te our reecgnision of the possildle ~isk of sanser?
and, YAS steps sheuwld B WD TH Hretest the men WO Are Aew
potentially exposed t8 asbdessoe?

It i3 hoped thas these Questions will e amswared by studies
widahl are At presens underwky., P example, the Division of Casupe-
tiomal Health of the U, S, Publis Bealth Service has started an
in-plant study to "detarming the ¢ffeets of exposures te &siastas
fiders and duat. . . .and %8 davelop medisal and emvirormental .
criteria and prossdures for the coatrol of the nealsh risks of
AXDENTOS wOrKsTS, 3Iix planmts loeated in North Carolina, Nasy Eaapsnhire
and Penksylvenia have bdeer studied. '

™t dafinitive answess O the Questions you raise are not yet
;ossille 1s uaderiined Yy the englosed eopy of tne repore of the
warcing drewp en Ashestos and Canser. This 1s & good stiatement of
the presens pesitien and ecatains many valualle suggesticas far
eoadusting further researsi,

In line with their miggestion we hoge to stars a study of the
bealth of pipe ¢overess somgared withl the health of aoda-asbestos
expossd group within the caxt few weeks. 3inee this will te 8 study
of sxiztiag medisal recerds it i3 not axpeated to taie & leng time ta (j>o
completas and this should 4T leass tall us Whether we NAve & »roblem,
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For immediste application (s the umawledge that the egatrol of
disseses resulting fTvm sadestos liess in the santrel of duat and
that elosa sstention sheuld de given o reducing the €uat exjosure
of warkers with asbestes, 7This may be dace by suitadle exhaust
ventilating SY3tams wnel's astestos L8 randled 8t a fixed loeazicn
and 3y the use of 4ust Tespiretars where exhaust ventilation 1s not
praaticadle as 18 oftsn the case 12 Raadling insulatioa in thw plant.

I amall be writing te Dr. Lewis J. Cralley, of sde U. 3. Pblie
Xeall Sarvice, W2o 18 in enargs af thelr AADESTOS IeSERreh PTogTaa
To £iad cut what Mesults are AvallaBle At thAlis time.

I plan to keep you Lnformed of further developaments,

SRISIMAL gignen gy
& L sromee

Q. :. 3“”‘. .o‘l .’.3.
Calef, Mysiclogy Sestiocn

&3 /4yh
Raclamure

pup 0900458

120514




