Scpteniber 7, 1072

I"-»vir~ Clork

Dcocrtmont of Hezlth, Flucatlon & Welfare
Rcom CG-88

5530 TFichers Lane

nochviiie, nirrylod 20572

Dear Clr:

s refer to the Tederal Racletor decument of Avgust 12, 1872 concerning
prosoccd remulations for esbestos contairing tales as food additives. In thls

-~

connection we chould like to make tte following commeants:

Concerniny the quoted article in "Seience”, the basis for its dlscussion ls
very weak acd bypothctical as the subsequent letters from the readers of

the magazine proved.

Moveover, the term "asbestos-form' is, In our cpinion, arbltrary ia that any
fibrous materinl ircluding such materials as cellulose, cotton, etc. could be
consldered "ashestos form". ‘We b lieve ti:at the various types of asbestos,
that ts, chrysotile, crocidolite, anthorhyllite, tremolite, ete. should be epelled
out as the contaminant. This has the couble advartage of also provicing a
satisfrctory means of erzlyziag for the oshestos tmpurity. We belleve this
matter bas been brourht to your attention In connecticn with cosmetic tales.
Our opinion, as well as that of mary others, is that the X-ray diffiraction
method of detecting asbestos miuerals mineralogically {s the quickest and most

diztin~uishes thom from other minerals including tale, which may take the form
of a fiber or rolled-up plutelet. - :

The proposed regulation makes no reference to the size of the contaminating
fibars. Literature claar’ly ind.cates that the range of 5 to 504 m in length is
considered hazarcous; smaller or larger particles not.

If the cgeney Ingists that a limit must be placed on asbestos content, we propose
a manin um pormissivle acbeslos mincral content of 19 of tale content by weight.
Relichble cetectlon by X<ray difirr ction can be set at thls level.

Very truly ydurs.
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