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Gentlemen:

Barly in March the "New York Times" and the

"Herald T;ibuna",

reporting the establishment of a new environmental heglth laboratory at
Mt. Sinai Hospital (New York City), revived some publicity (copy attached)

in regard to Asbestos dust &s a health hazard. We understand that a few
nevspapers in other cities picked {t up.

"Out of context" Teporting leads to erronecu

this is no exception. Nevertheless, we should reckon

will recur, and

maka certain our customers are acquainted with the fac

1. You bave copies of Dr. Dernehl's “Asbest

s conclusfons, and
that such a commentary

21l of us should use the tool we nov have at our disposal to

ts:

os Toxicology Repore."

Additionel copies are enclosed. Use these, and call particular
Attention to Dr. Dernehl's statements im regazd to "Threshold

Limit Value'"fir asbestos. Control of asbest

is necessary, as i{s control of exposure to a
dusty operations.

os dust exposure
ty of & variety of

2. Union Carbide pellets offer a clear-cut means of handling

asbestos under exceptionally low dust condit

3. No wark yet conducted or published prese
fesses to present, {ncontrovertible proof of

ions.

ats, nor pro-
& velationship

between cancar end asbestos, Some publications have re-

ferred to the associstion of deleterious org
among them jute oils from jute sacking mater
s2rzo(a) pyrene., We do not use jute bags.

anic compounds,
ial, and 3,4
Furthay, we are



2~ )

analyzing tandom samples of our product, and expect shortly
to prove the absence of any polycyclic aromatics.

Your pelleted ssbestos affords customers the best means of avoiding
dust hazards. Maks this clear.

Vary truly yours,

T
Mo,
A.E.Pufahl/dh :D

Enclosurxes
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Asbestos wust, which hag Ale|struction warkers and thetsf'

ready been conmocted wiith
the development of fatal can.
¥t in one-half of ashestos
wvorkers, may be 4 potentigt
icalth hazaxd for one-quarter,
of the population or mare, t

families.

According to the tindings of
three recent limited studies, the
dangers might extend to the
general population, ‘The studics,
which involved autopsies on

WAS reported yesterday, ¢ 1100 persons i three cittes,
This preliminary finding wag'showed that 23 per cent of thei,

deseribed by Dr. Irving J. Sell- people Rad ssbestos lodged inf'

koff iIn announceing the estab-{thelr lungs, .

lishment of an environmentat| Dr. Selikoff expiained that

health laboratary at mlthe studies had used & “crude|

—
pgreeedy

ISiny Hospital, The labsratory technique” that disclosed only

those asbestos fibecs that had
:?,l,‘ g‘z"" investigate ' theinecome contod by aa iron-nich
lother " enmponmar sveston and) e et e
'asnts contamts/luney A more refined tachnique
Srentikoft sald the liokjpay Ahowd that ma. . persons
\ 4
detween eancer and asbestos bers as :';?f";, by y
had led him to Suspect that
“hcf Tln:oml dusts that con. Now Study Started
{aminate both urban and rurs] Dr. Selikeft and Ns col-
ar might create medical haz. leagues. :t the new liboratory
ards for the pubiie. have styrted n three-year study
The new laboratory will be|in which they will:
headed by Dr. Seltkoff who, SExamine, with the de.
with Dr. J & Churg, found|ceased's family's approval, tae
that asbest:  vorkers eventu. lung tissue of the from 3,000 to
&l showed to seven times|¢,000 persons expected to die in
¥ normal death rate from lungithe next two years at Mount
canccr and throe umes the nor-{Sinai, Eimhurst Ho<pital and
maj death rate from cancep of Veterans Hospital in the Bronx.
the stomach, colon and reetum.|The doctors will look for une
Other \Workers Affected coated as woil as coated ashes-
Dr. Sclkoff noted that the[tos {iders in the tissucs.
dangers of exnasure tg ashestas] YLwok for correlations be-
dust were 0 mited to t1 \so|tWeen the causes of death and
Who work directly with tug|the prescnce of asbestos fibers
ublquilous nsulator and filler In lung tissue,
material, The dangers, he sald,| SDetcrming the occupationxly
extend to workers “contigu.jhistory of the deccased and thair
ous tades,” such as other conejrelatives and other pertunent|
e - - o background information.
- Asbestos is & fibrous mineral
highly valued far its noncor
tosive and long-wearing prop-
erties. In addition to its common.
use a3 a flreproof material, Dr.
Selikoff sald, asbestos makes u
about 50 per cent of asphalt
tile snd s used in dental coment,
brake linings, plastics, beer fil-
ters, gas masiks and paper, Untll
" {iast year, some schoolt used
abestos dust Instead of sand
{or chlldren to play in.
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| Asbestos
; To Cancer
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8y Earl Ubell
Sclence Editor
Befentists have kngwn for
& long time that asbestos
was bad for your lungs. Now
& study of New York City
workery, both roofers snd
insulation bBlowers, reveals
. that exposure to the mineral
I\, sends lungecancer death
1} rates skyvockating,
**  The fgures—gathered by
i doctors et Mount Sins! Hos-
q pital—ghow that such work-
ers have eight times the lung-
cancer death rats az would
be expectad in & non-exposed
population.
More suprisingly, the stud-
{es reves! that such workers
run four times ths izk of
|  getting cancer in other parts
of the body, with cancer of

out, For all other diseaszes,

the fnsuwstian workers have

the samae death rate as the
, Test of the population,

Thesa fndingy were em-
phasized yesterday by Dr.
Irving J. Sellkoff, head of
Mt Sinal's Division of Envi-
ronmenta] Madicing, on the
occagian of the estabdlishe

' ment of an environmental
health laboratory in the hos-
pital, The laboratory has
received grants totaling $324.

. 000 from the United States
' | Publfe Health Service and

, ths New York City Health
| Research Counell,

Dr. Sellkoff slso pointed
out that cigarette amoking
seems 10 helghten the effects
. , of the asbestos. Among 130

men exposed to asbestos 20

YeATS O mare wio wers hone

smokers, he found one lung-

cancer . death among 319

.mhu. 21 such daathe,

L { the colon part{eularly eingled

n



