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SUUJliCT: Aabcs to

J n c l u i o o v i l l c  , I' 1 a . , March 30,  
1 7 . AU Ccncrnl

i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  b r a k e  s h o e s .
1970

Mr.  W. F .  W i n g a t e  
C c n e r a l  S u p t .  S a f e t y

T h i s  r e f e r s  t o  your  penned memo r e q u e s t  on m a r g i n  o f  l e t t e r  from G.  W. C e a r h n r t ,  N&W, t o  J .  M.  S c h c r c i n g e r  , A A R ,  c o n ­c e r n i n g  a n y  p e r s o n n e l  s a f e t y  probl ems  f r om a s b e s t o s  i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  br ok e  s h o e s .  I t  would not  a p p e a r ,  f rom t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f u r n i s h e d  by G r i f f i n  Wheel  Company,  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  c o m p o s i t i o n  br ake  s h o e s  c o n ­t a i n i n g  a s b e s t o s ,  whi ch i n c l u d e d  t e s t s  r u n  by Fo r d Mot or  C o mp a n y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  da n g e r  i n  w o r k i n g  around t h e s e  b r a k e  s h o e s  . I f  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p u b l i s h  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  s u c h  as t h o s e  put out  by t h e  Roc k I s l a n d ,  where t h e y  e mp h a s i z e d  r e d u c e d  i n h a l a t i o n  t o  r e d u c e  p o s s i b l e  i n t a k e  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  by s hoe h a n d l e r s ,  t hen i t  woul d a p p e a r  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e s e  same w o r k e r s  t o  wear some f or m o f  f a c e . m a s k  f i l t e r  when p e r ­f o r m i n g  t h i s  wo r k .Yo u r  p a p e r s  a r e  r e t u r n e d  h e r e w i t h . .
C . S .A s s t . S t r i  ng f e 1 ;.-6w/ V i c e  P r e s i d e n t q u i p .
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January 16, 19?0 
File H-310

L-195

Mr. J. M. Schercinger 
Secretary, Safety Section 
Association of American Railr.oads 
1920 L St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Dear John:

Attached herewith is a copy of a Super internment 1s 
General Notice issued on the Rock Island Lines concerning 
composition brake shoes and precautions to be taken in regard 
to the residue dust.

By copy of this letter, I am giving all members of 
the Steering Committee the benefit of this bulletin and I 
would "appreciate your placing this subject on our docket for 
our March meeting. I think a discussion of the experieace 
of the various roads in regard to this possible hazard and 
the actions taken by the various carriers would be enlightening 
for us .all.

Up to this point I have not been aware that we had 
a problem in this area.

Sincerely,g . y/. o r ARj i Ai n :

C V/G/f m

V. ^  Enc
M e m b e r s of AAR Safety Section Steering Committee

J WcslCH» Co">;uny
n . . ,  »..k.. V m M « i '
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H1SSO Ur7-1CAN s'a’s 1) L V1S 1 ONCENERAL NOTI CE N O . .  2 X a n s . i a  C i t y ,  K a n s a s  J a n u a r y  6 ,  1973ALL CONCERNED:

' nlio
ALL S U B - D I V I S I O N S  I t e m  (60)  C a te g o ry  1Empl oyes who a r c  e x p o s e d  t o  b r a k e  s h o e  r e s i d u e  d u s t  v h e n  c h a n g i n g ' b r a k e  s h o e s  □ houlcl  was t h e i r  h a nds  t h o r o u g h l y  b e f o r e  e a t i n g ,  and s h o u l d  wash work c l o t h e s  and g l o v e s  f req ucn t l y  ' to 'p re ven t p o s s i b l e  a c -  i a u  1 n 1 1 on o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  t h a t  c o u l d  be i n h a l e d  Cram t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  Empl oy e s  who . us e  t o b a c c o  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  s h o u l d  c a r r y  in w e l l  wr a p p e d  o r  c l o s e d  c o n t a i n e r  t o  p r e v e n t  d u s t  i n f i l t r a t i o n  B e f o r e  u s i n g  o r  h a n d l i n g  t o b a c c o ,  h a n d s  s h o u l d  be c l e a n .  S t a c k i n g  i n  any f o r m s h o u l d  be a v o i d e d  w h i l e  c h a n g i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n  b r a k e  s h o e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  w n n c c c s s a r y  i n h a l a t i o n .  ' . . . .  ~I t e m  (69)S t a t e  o f  -Oklahoma C o mmi s s i o n  O r d e r  26163 e f f e c t i v e  r e b r u a r y  1,  19 7 o r e q u i r e s :1 .  Hi  a t  e a c h  t r a i n  c r e w s n a i l  c a r r y  and r e t a i n  t he  c u r r e n t  m a n i f e s t  l i s t i n g  t he  c o n t e n t s  o f  the t r a i n .2 .  T h a t  upon t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  an a c c i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o fOk l a h o ma  i n v o l v i n g  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  i s  r e p o  r t a b l  o N.mde r 1 7 1 . 2 6  o f  T i t l e  69 o f  t h e  Code o f  f e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  t he  t r a i n  ■ . •crew i n v o l v e d  s h a l l  f u l l y  c o o p e r a t e  and g i v e  a s s i s t a n c e  to a l l  r e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l .3 .  A l s o  upon t he  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  s u c h  an a c c i d e n t  as  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  t r a i n  c rew i n v o l v e d  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n t a c t  i t s  d i s p a t c h e r ' s  o f f i c e  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n t a c t  t he Ok l a h o ma  h i g h w a y  P a t r o l  a t  i t ' s  c e n t r a l  number (605)  626- 1. 616,  a s  to a ny h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  cn b o a r d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  n a mi n g  s a i d  m a t e r i a l s  and cite q u a n t i t y  oa b o a r d .6 .  Tl i at  upon v i o l a t i o n  o f  any o f  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t he  r e s p o n s i b l e  r a i l w a y  company s h a l l  be a s s e s s e d  a f i n e ,  t h e  amount  of  w h i c h  i s  t o  be d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  t he  S t a t e  o f  .Ok l a  homa .

H .  E .  P h e l p s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n tF i l e s  -  6 30,  66 7
t
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S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E EA A R  S A F E T Y  S E C T I O N
G e n t l e m e n :T h i s  r e f e r s  to the a t t a c h e d  c o p y  o f  M r .  G .  W.  G e a r h a r ' j s  l e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y '  16, 1978 to m e  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  G e n e r a l  N o t i c e  i s s u e d  on  the R o c k  I s l a n d  R a i l r o a d  c o n c e r n i n g  b r a k e  s h o e s  ar.c p r e c a u t i o n s  to b e  t a k e n  i n  r e g a r d  to r e s i d u e  d u s t .I  s p o k e  w ith  M i k e  L e n a h a n  o f  th e  R o c k  I s l a n d .  H e  had r e c e i v e d  an i n q u i r y  f r o m  a  u n io n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o n c e r n i n g  the p o s s i b l e  h e a l t h  h a z a r d  to w h i c h  e m p l o y e e s  m a y  be e x p o s e d  w h e n  c h a n g i n g  b r a k e  s h o e s ,  due to the p r e s e n c e  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .  M i k e  then  c h e c k e d  with S t e v e  U r m a n  o f  F R A  who i s  f a m i l i a r  w ith  the O S H A  s t a n d a r d  o n  e x p o s u r e  to a s b e s t o s  (copy a t t a c h e d ) .  M r .  R i s e n d a l  s p o k e  w i t h  M r .  U r m a n  who a d v i s e d  t h a t  h e  i n f o r m e d  M r .  L e n a h a n  t h e r e  a r e  two s c h o o l s  o f  th o u g h t  on this s u b j e c t .O n e  i s  t h a t  h e a t  f r o m  b r a k e  a p p l i c a t i o n  c h a n g e s  the c h e m i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  with  the r e s u l t  th at  t h e r e  i s  no s u c h  h a z a r d .  T h e  o t h e r  o n e  is  d i r e c t l y  o p p o s i t e .  M r .  L e n a h a n  t h e n  c h e c k e d  w ith  h i s  L a w  D e p a r t m e n t  w ith  the r e s u l t  o f  the p u b l i s h e d  n o t i c e  s i m p l y  a s  a p r e c a u t i o n .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  the n o t i c e ,  w h i c h  w a s  not s u g g e s t e d  by S t e v e  U r m a n ,  w a s  d r a f t e d  by M i k e '  L e n a h a n  and s o m e w h a t  r e v i s e d  by the R I  L a w  D e p a r t m e n t .M r .  U r m a n  p r o v i d e d  the a t t a c h e d  two d o c u m e n t s  on a s b e s t o s .  O n e i s  a p a p e r  by J e r e m i a h  R .  L y n c h ,  O S H A ,  e n t it le d  B r a k e  L i n i n g  D e c o m p o s i t i o n  P r o d u c t s ,  *w!iich d e a l s  with a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  in b r a k e  l i n i n g s - o f  a u t o m o t i v e  v e h i c l e s . '  T h e  o t h e r  i s  a  study on e x p o s u r e  o f  g a r a g e  m e c h a n i c s  t i t l e d  " A s b e s t o s  E x p o s u r e  D u r i n g  B r a k e  L i n i n g  M a i n t e n a n c e  And R e p a i r "  c o n d u c t e d  by the E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e s  L a b o r a t o r y ,  M o u n t  S i n a i  S c h o o l  o ;  M e d i c i n e ,  C i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  Y o r k .  T h e  M o u n t  S i n a i  g r o u p  e n c o u n t e r e d  " h i g h "  l e v e l s  o f  l e a d  in  a s t u d y  on s u b w a y  c a r  b r a k e  s h o e  r e p a i r  w o r k .  T h e y  a d m i t  th is  d a t a  i s  q u i t e  l i m i t e d  and o n ly  s u g g e s t i v e  

o f  a p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d .  T h e y  do n o t  h a v e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e
du ring s u b w a y  b r a k e  s h o e  r e p a i r  w o r k  a s .  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t a c h e d  
D e c e m b e r  6, 1976 l e t t e r  to F R A .  It  s h o u l d  be noted t h e r e i n ,  the M o u n t  
S i n a i  g r o u p  c o m m e n t e d  that  " S i n c e  s e v e r a l  k i n d s  o f  r a i l r o a d  b r a k e  s h o e s  
i n c l u d e  a s b e s t o s  i n  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  the p o t e n t i a l  o f  a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  
d u r ing r e p a i r  w o r k  e x i s t s . "



M r .  U r m a n  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  us th at  F R A  i s  l e t t i n g  a c o n t r a c t  t h r o u g h  i t s  R e s e a r c h  and D e v e l o p m e n t  o f f i c e ,  to d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  a n y  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s .  We a r e  c h e c l d n g  into the s t a t u s  o f  th is  c o n t r a c t .A s  r e q u e s t e d  by M r .  G e a r h a r t ,  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  b e i n g  d o c k e t e d  f o r  y o u r  M a r c h  14-15, 1978 m e e t i n g . S i n c e r e l y ,

L i s t :  W N

V/EE OS'


