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Jacksouville, Fla., March 30, 1938
17.40 Cencral

SUBJECT: Aabestos dn comwposition brake shoes.

Mr. W. F. Wiangate
General Supt. Safety

This refers to your penned memo request on mavgin of
letter from G. W. Gearhart, N&W, to J. M. Schercinger, AAR, con-
cerning aay personnel safety problecus from asbestos {no composition
brake shoes. 1t would not appear, from the {nformation furnishecd by

Griffin Wheel Company, manufacturcer of composition brake shoes con-

taining asbestos, which fncluded tests run by Ford Motor Company,
that there 1s any significant danger in woriking avound these brake

shoes.,
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File H-310
L-195

lr, J. i, Schercinger

Seccretary, Safety Section
Asgociation of American Rallroads
1920 Ldv. N.w. :
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear John:

Attached herewith is a ccepy of a2
GCeneral Notlice issued on the Rock Island L
composition brake shoes and precautions to
to the residue dust.
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By copy of this letter, I am giving all mecmbers of
the Steerinz Committee the Lenefit of this bulletin and I
would appreciate vour placing tnis subject on our docket for
gxperience
hazard and

our March meeting. I think a discussion of the
of the various roads in regard to this possible
the actions taiten by the varlous carriers would
for us all,
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Kansas City, Kansas
January 6, 1978

ALL SUB-DIVISIONS
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OFFICERS OF SECTION

... £resident
: F. M. RAYLOR
J. A. RISENDAL c
Execuniva Director
1. M. SCHERCINGER N0 NELsON
A;»JU;AMDIrtcwr ‘ February 6, 1978 Vice Chairmas
and Secrecary File: 6.3
STEERING COMMITTEEL
AAR SAFETY SECTION
Gentlemen: :
This refers to the attached copy of Mr. G. W. Gearhari's letter
of January 16, 1978 to me transmiting a Superintendent’s GenaTal Notice
issued on the Rock Island Railroad concerning brake shoes and precautions
to be taken in regard to residue dust.
I spoke.with Mike Lenahar of the Rock Island. He hac received an
inquiry from a union representative concerning the possible health
) hazard to which employees may be expocsed when changing brake shoes,
;/ due to the presence of asbestos £2bers. Mike then checked wi:zh Steve
- Urman of FRA who is familiar with the OSHA standard on exposure to asbestos

(copy attached) Mr. Risendal spoke with Mr, Urman who advis ed that

he informed Mr. Lenahan there are two schools of thought on this subjec:t.
One ig that heat from brake applicatton changes the chemical composition
with the result that there is no such hazard, The other one is directly
opposite. Mr. Lenahan then checked with his Law Departmen: with the
result of the published notice simply as a precaution. The language of
the notice, which was not suggested by Steve Urman, was draited by
Mike Lenahan and somewhat revised by the RI law Departmen=t.

Mr. Urman provided the attached wo documents on asbestos. One
is a paper by Jeremiah R. Lynch, OSHA, entitled Brake Lining Decompositon
Products, "which deals with an investigation of asbestos f{ibers in brake
linings-of automotive vehicles,” The other is a study on exposure of garage
mechanics Htled "Asbestos Exposure During Brake Lining Mzintenance
And Repair' conducted by the Environmental Sciences Laboratory, Mount
Sinai School oi Medicine, City University of New York. The Mount Sinai
group encountered '"high! levels of lead in a study on subway car brake
shoe repair work. They admit this data is quite limited and cnly suggestve
of @ potential hazard., They do not have data recgarding asbestos exposure
during subway brake shoe repair work as. indicated in their attached
December 6, 19706 letter to FRA. It should Le noted therein, the Mount
Sinai group commented that "Since several kinds of railroad trake shoes
include asbestos in their composition, the potential of asbestos exposure
during repair work exists." :
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Mr. Urman also informed us that FRA is letdng 2 contract
through its Research and Development vffice, to determine if therce
arc actually any hcalth hazards. We are checking into the status -

of this contract,

As requested by Mr. Gearhart, this subject is being docketed

- for your March 14-15, 19738 meeting.
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