JINYL PLASTICS AND SOLID WASTE

“{unicipaiities aoross the country ire mov-
ing to estanhsh comprehensive sond waste
management Lrograms. i the process,
MANV QUESTIONS arse as 1 how to handie
mdividual comronenis of the waste stream.
This materiai has been produced to provide
informarion on one ot those components:
vinvi plastics — otherwise known as I'VC,
or polvvinvi chionde.

ABOUT VINYL

Vinvl is the world's ~econd most widelv-used
plastic materiak found i evervthing from
house siding and water pipe to business

machine parts and wall coverings. Despite
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the large amount of vinvl produced, rela-
tivelv little (about two and a half percent)

> round in the waste <tream. "hat's becatse
most vinvi applicanons are tong-term uses
that are not disposed ot quickly. Most vinvi
found in the waste stream consists of vinvi
packavmg- bottles, blister packaging anu
Jexible nim. oven aus amount s relatin e
~mall, equaling avout tive percent ot all
plastic packaging tound in the waste stream,
or less than 0.3 percent ot the total waste

svstem.

Experience has shown that vinvi wastes can
be handled by all convenuonal processes:
recycling, maneration and landfilling, No

“special handling " or special precautions are

OME 2ASIC TACTS

“oquired 1o ncitiae vmviin the tepical sond
vaste management vrogram. Here are some
~aditional tacts:

Jinvl is Highiy Recyclable

ind Is Being Recvcteqa

vl packaving can be eastiv handied in
nost Curbside and recvame center cotlecrion
TTOgrams ovancludng min o mined piastics
-lream or a mixed container <tream. Coi-
weted vinvi can then be processed with other
plasties to create “commungled” products, or

separated out for mdvidual processing,.

Visual identification and hand sorting ot

vinyl containers can be made via The Society

ot the Plastics industry s voluntary codmg
mark tV'-3 moided o many contamers, or
avthe astinctuve simuie v slash” moid
mark ungue (o Vnvi iound on tne bottom or
contamners. \Work alsos underwav to
ievelon systems that < ni mechanwealily
~eparate vinvd packagim rom a stream or
INCA CLISIC containers. s edhinoowy,
under development at the Center ror Plastics
Recyeling Research, Rutgers University, and
at National Recovery Technolowies, Inc..
Nashville, Tennessee, mvolves special
~canning ¢quipment that wol identity and
~uparate vinvt packaging based on its unique
polvmer compaosition

Onee separated. routine washms, chopping
and drving 1s all that 15 reauired to prepare

vinvi for reuse. Currentty, the industry
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