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PHOTO RELEASE
Gov. Scott: Florida Highway Patrol Deploys Law Enforcement

Assistance to Puerto Rico

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -  Today, Governor Rick Scott announced the deployment of 50 Florida 
Highway Patrol members to Puerto Rico in response to an Emergency Management Assistance 
Compact (EMAC) request from the Puerto Rico Police Department. Troopers participating in this 
detail will be conducting security operations and traffic control in and around the city of San Juan. The 
detail is scheduled to last one month.

Governor Scott said, “Florida remains committed to helping Puerto Rico after the devastation of 
Hurricane Maria. In response to their request, we are sending 50 FHP troopers to assist the Puerto 
Rican Police Department with their security operations and traffic control needs. I want to thank these 
brave men and women for sacrificing time away from their families during Thanksgiving to serve in
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Puerto Rico. We will continue to work with state, federal and local partners to assist Puerto Rico in 
any way that we can.”

Director of the Florida Highway Patrol Colonel Gene S. Spaulding said, “ I am extremely thankful for 
the Troopers who have volunteered to be away from their families during Thanksgiving to assist our 
brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico. I’m proud of the men and women of FHP who always rise to the 
occasion, and I am confident that they will continue to uphold the Patrol’s core values of courtesy, 
service and protection.”

As part of its mission and statutory authority, the FHP routinely provides assistance to fellow law 
enforcement agencies following natural disasters or emergencies, and will not overextend its 
available resources or jeopardize its ability to respond to a current or emergent need.
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