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M r. A . B. W yrick 
E thyl C orpo ration  
1141 H untley D rive 
E os A ngeles 26, C alifo rn ia

D ear W yrick: .

Some tim e befo re  C h ris tm as I rece iv ed  an  invo ice through New Y ork 
m ade out to E thy l C orpo ration , A tten tion : M r. A . B . W yrick, fo r  
m ed ica l se rv ic e s  ren d ered  by E dw ards C iv ilian  M edical C en te r,o f E dw ards, 
C a lifo rn ia ,to  em ployees of C u rtiss-W rig h t who w ere  “exposed to  fuel 
add itive compound contain ing m anganese. M I approved the b ill  fo r  paym ent, 
a lthough i t  was fa ir ly  h igh, s ince I thought i t  inadv isab le  to c re a te  an 
uncom fortab le issu e  with C u rtiss-W rig h t o r  with th ese  physic ians who, 
ce rta in ly , a re  not a t  fau lt,and  who ren d ered  th e ir  se rv ic e s  apparen tly  in 
good fa ith . This is , n ev erth e less a  wholly u n sa tis fac to ry  situation , from  
m y p re se n t v iew point, and i t  needs to be put s tra igh t. I have w ritten  to 
D r . Doty about i t ,  and you can expect h im  to get in touch w ith you about i t .  
When you and he and Hume C henauit, who p resum ab ly  is  concerned , have 
estab lish ed  the fac ts and rep o rted  them  to m e, we sh a ll be ab le to de te rm ine  
what should be done. C erta in ly  the p re se n t s ituation  is quite u n sa tis fac to ry  
to m e. T hese physic ians a t E dw ards cannot poss ib ly  know what they  a re  
about, and I have no idea what they  have been to ld  o r  who is  responsib le  
fo r  th e i r  ac tiv ity .

#  •

It is  b est, I th ink , fo r  m e to s ta te  the case , so fa r  as I am  responsib le  fo r  
any action  in  th is  d irec tio n . Some weeks ago I ta lked  to  D r. F ra n k  D egrace 
of 7 /oodridge, New Je rse y , M edical D ire c to r  of C u rtiss-W rig h t, about the 
m ed ica l superv is ion  of the people who hand le A k-33X. I had been  a ssu re d  
by M r. Ball that E thyl would p rov ide the  n e c e ssa ry  indoctr ina tion  of the 
C u rtiss-W rig h t people in the p ro ced u res of m ix ing th is  m a te r ia l  w ith 
gaso line (o r in  any o th e r ways o f handling it),and  th a t continuing superv is ion  
of the handling opera tions would be so p rov ided , w ith the cooperation  of 
Curtiss-^W right su p e rv iso ry  p e rso n n e l. In m y opinion, the m en who w ere to 
do th is  w ork should have the sam e type of m ed ica l su perv is ion  that is  p rov ided 
fo r  p e rso n s who handle te trae th y l lead , but I h es ita ted  to  im pose th is  upon 
C u rtiss  - W right, o r  to in trude into th e ir  m ed ica l a c tiv it ies  ¿without th e ir  full 
understand ing  and app rova l. A ccord ing ly  I te lephoned D r. D egrace and ra ise d
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the question  w hether he and h is  a sso c ia te s  w ished to  do th is  o r  w hether they 
w ished u s  to  a ttend  to th is . I ga thered , w ithout having a  f la t s ta tem en t, and 
w ithout being c le a r  as to  ju s t  what they  would do and how they would do i t ,  
that he considered  th is  to be th e i r  own p ro b lem . T his is  w here I le f t  i t , and 
th e re fo re  you can p ic tu re  m y i r r i ta t io n  when th is  bi l l  fo r  ou tside m ed ica l 
se rv ic e s  w as p resen te d . If we w ere  to  look a f te r  these  people, we would do 
i t  o u rse lv e s , and not tu rn  it  o v e r to som e i l l - in form ed  physic ian  o r  p hysic ians. 
On the o th e r hand, i f  C u rtis  a-W righ t engage th is  med ica l group to  look a f te r  
th e ir  em ployees, I would expect them  to pay th e  b i ll  th em se lv es.

I h e s ita te  to ca ll D r, D egrace again , fo r  I am  not acquain ted  w ith h im  -  in  fac t,
I n ev er h e a rd  of h im  -  and I have no idea of h is  auth o rity , ab ility  o r  p ro fessio n a l 
understand ing  of th is k ind of s ituation . If he has any resp o n sib i l i ty  fo r  th is , i t  
is  apparen t th a t he has m isunderstood  m e once, and he is like ly  to do so again .
I  re g re t  now th a t m y w ish to m ain ta in  the p ro fess io na l am en ities  got m e into 
th is . It would have been  b e tte r  had we taken  on the job  o u rse lv e s , and follow ed 
th rough on i t  in  the  usua l m an n er. In any c ase ,' I want to  know what the C u r t is s -  
W right people a re  doing th e re , how th is cam e about, who is  responsib le , 
m ed ica lly , in  th e ir  organization in your a re a , and how th is  can be stra igh tened  
ou t. I sh a ll ap p rec ia te  your b est e ffo rts to e s tab lish  the  fac ts w ith E a r l Doty 
and Hume Chenault and to  p ass them  on to m e fo r ap pro p r ia te  action .

With be3t re g a rd s ,

S incere ly  y o u rs.

R obert A . Kehoe, M. D.
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