MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL ACISNCY
Division of Solid Waste
Enforcement Section

Status of Investigative Study Relating to an
Industrial Waste Dump in Oakdale, Minnesota

October ?ft, 1980

ISSUE STATEMENT

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's Industrial and Hazardous Waste
Enforcement Section in the Division of Solid Waste (DOW) has been conducting
an investigation of an abandoned dump site Located :in the south %of Sect ion
18, Township 29 North, Range 21 West in Oakdale, Minnesota. The investigation
began in May of 1978, however, not until recently did the investigation reveal
that there are two separate disposal areas "located in close proximity to one
another. The investigation also revealed that, both sites had allowed the
dumping as well as the burying of industrial chemical wastes. A meeting v/as
loetd on October 13-, 1980, with all known parties associated with the Oakdaje
dump site and the' agency's staff updated them on the Agency's oreount inv'wstj —
gation.

I. Badeground:

May 22, 1978 - Bill Hennings, an Oakdale resident, issued a complaint about

the Oakdale dump site and that a reddish-yellow leachate was surfacing on
areas of the dump.

JMIir 1Jdc A? “ The MPCA's Division of Water Quality refers the Oakdale
dump site investigation over to the Division of -Solid Waste.

Juge 19?8 - Two Agency staff investigated what appeared to be an
abandoned municipal dump. The investigation report noted that there were

many;piles of plastic packaging material which they thought may have come
from 3M.

1978 “ ‘tihe Agency sent a letter to the Oakdale city administrator-
advising him ol the presence of the Oakdale dump and requesting information
frorri the city regarding the site.

juTy L.Zj_i£Z8 ~ The Oakdale city administrator responsed to the Agency's
letter but provided little information.
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G March 12, 1979 ~ The Agency contacted BIlL Homnings (complginamt) Lo inlorm
o lim that the Agency would be taking « "stand by" approach concerning Lthe
. . ; b it
Oakdale site pending development of the site.
May 24, 1979 - An Agency stafT member is again assipned to the Oakdale dump
site to investigate the site and make recommendations.
hne 28, 1979 - Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing (3M) response by letter
“to Agency's request concerning thelr irvolvement with the Oakdale durp site.
M acknowledged thelr use of the site but only fTor disposal of tape, hardened
resin and miscellaneous scrap.
Septomber 4, 1979 - A member of the DEW Enforcement Section's stafl conducled
a field investigation of the Oakdale dump site as a part of an sbandoned dump
survey of the metropolitan area.
April 28, 1980 - Another field investigation was perfonmed al Che Oskdale «durmp
site to investigate the possibility that the dump site may have accepted chemic
wastes. It was determined that a more detalled investipation was in order.
Maﬁﬂl§¢,1959 - The Mirmesota Department o€ Transportation submitted to Lhe
= Apgency a report of the soll borings that were dug prior to the construction of
e sStafe Highway 212. ‘The report indicated that borings woere rot done in the
vicinity of the dump due to the potential hazards involved.
June 5, 1980 ~ 3M as well as one of the present property owners was contacted
by "letter to request more precise information concerning past dispossd at the
Oaltdale dunp site.
June 9, 1980 - The present property owner responded to the Agency letter of
inquiry. He stated that the property in guestion was purchased in 1961 and
that the dump site was already abandoned. His future plans for the site
included possible commercial development:.
July 11, 1980 - 3M responds to letter of inguiry and confirms that industrial
chemical waste (heptane, toluene, methyl—ethyl ketone and acetone ) were Jlspose:
at the Oakdale dump. 3M also provided information as Lo the history of the
disposal site and possible contact persons.
August 6, 1980 - The Agency requests information by letter from a past
- property owner and operator of the disposal site cencerning site disposal
lw Coopractices during the 19%0s.

e 'sw» .
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August. 13, 198C - The past property owner and site operator.* responded to
Agency's requests and indicated -that he had contracted with several companies -«
to haul their waste to the Oakdale dump, however, the majority of waste was
generated by 3M. He also indicated, that St. Paul Terminal Warehouse Company
(now known as Space Center Transport, Inc.) used the site for disposal for
approximately one month until they acquired shelf own site in Woodbury,

Minnesota.

August 19, 1980 - A letter of inquiry wont out to officials of Space Center
Transport, Inc. requesting information about the company's involvement with
the Oakdale dump.

September If, 11)80 - A general counsel for dpauo Center, Inc. responded to
the Agency letter of request, and indicated that St. Paul Terminal Warehouse
Company did use the Oakdale dump for waste disposal for approximately one year

in 1960. The letter also went on to state that the only party for which fixe
company did disposal work was 3M Company.

m gEMIIIEgr 76> 1980 “ A letter was sent out to one of the property owners
requesting that he propose a ground writer monitoring program for the disposal
site and submit it to the Agency by October 31, 1980. A copy of the letter
sent sto the property owner- was also addressed to 3M along with a cover letter
which indicated that the Agency's request to the property owner does not
absolve 3M from any responsibility relating to the Oakdale dump site.

October ,1, 198Q ~ An interview was conducted with a former employee of the
Oakdale dump operator who worked at the site during the 1950s. e employee
told of past disposal practices that occurred . (he site which included the

burying of 55-gallon cruris of chemical wastes ¢ originated from 3M.

October 1, 1S80 - Bill Hemming (the original complainanr) again eoiilac ted
Agency staff to discuss the Oakdale dump site and proved some addiclonal
minformation concerning the dump site.

October- 3, 1980 - The Minnesota Geological Survey was contacted to obtain
information concerning the wells y,a¢ paye been logged near the Oakdale dump
site.

October 6, 1980 _ A member of the Agency's staff met with a Washington
County official 4i4 a4 former 3m employee who worked for 3M for 21 years
SMemployee also pas |jyed near the Oakdale dump site for the past AO ycar

and was involved in the containerizing of the waste that want to the 'Wamn-,
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dump. ‘'Llic 3M employee was Uio flTiL to r.:veal. kinit Uvixe were tvio sepnr; =
disp;osal sites located in dose- preixirmiity to one nncillKmr (confirmation o% this
frepo:rt was obtaired during Uvj ® tvminrper:tion). 3M1" wisles also were di:eos.ed

of it Idris si.to.

__lbbu ~ Water sj-irnplos from Onkdule city woLl inimicri: a and d vere
taken, Also three private residential well:;; were sampled. (Samples now ip.

custody of Minnesota Health liepartment.)

October 9, 1960 - Three additional water samples wore token from private
residential wells just south of Oakdale clump. (Samples now in custody of

Minnesota lleal r.h 'hepari mont. )

October 9-10, 1980 - Located MOOT construe tion engineer and inspector who
worked on the highway 21k project. tisiemor recalled uncovering numerous
Ib-pallor, drums containing liquid waste. He contorted 111 lor Information
i‘crl.uininr; to content:; rf drill,:;; Ini. wonrxd im rosp.on,. Hruinn rm f,mk&

cml ;1'w'1 liigliwly riotit-o f-way and covered over aoniia.

- 'it,e ilblv requested tool .ideal, nurd ;d.aj,ce from tl,0 Greed
Water Section in the Division of Water Quality coneomiry the potential

ground water problem that may occur nr; the result of chemical waste trine,
disposed of at the Oakdale dump tu te.

- A meeting was held wish all known parties involved in
trie .Oakdale dump site, including representatives of local government, major
waste generators, transporters and private land owners. The meeting was
field to set m motion action that will be essential fn evaluating and

correcting problems tail: inay exist at the Onxdale duns site.

- “ber — ItJbU ~ A nienbt?r of the Agency staff met wi in members of the Oakdale
City Counsel to update them on the Agency investigation concerning the Oakdale
dump site. The Oakdale counsel was also informed of the future formation of

thetask f°rce who WI11 be responsible in establishing guidelines for the major
soil, surface end ground water study for the Oakdale dump site.

11. Discussion:

At the preterit time, the staff of the Minnesota Pollution Centroi Aeeoey
(MPCA} has no definition of the seopo of the problem that exists ts e ro“, Ik
of the Oakdale du,p site. There is an uncertainty as to how the contents of

tne suljoel disposal site have ChanCod wit, Lime. Therefore, the A,a-hey staff
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is in the process of establishing guldelines for a major soil, surface =nd

around water study for the OQakdale dump site. [0 the meeting of Oote

1980, it was penaeralty apreed by all drnvolved poarbics that Che shudy wos
necessary and that a task force would he set up to work oub the preliminory

puidelines of the study. ‘'Ihe participation of most of the potentis

responsible parties in this committee is, however, In guestion at this time.

The Agency will be sending out a formal request to all conce:

asking them to provide individuals Lhal will be able to provide Loohnd ool

stance in proposing th

ground wabcr study.

During the time of the study tne Agcncy's investigation will conbirue
and the Agency will be asking 3M to further identity the wastes Lhal were
te.

disposed of at the =
The Attormey General's staff will be researching 2 the issue of lisbility
during the time the task force works ouf the conditions Tor the soil and

ground water study. This type of research by the Attorney General's

is necessary because the waste generator never owned, operated cr directly

= ol tey 1 Aedale <3 te ar oot DY, ek Ty : N T
hau‘k_d to the Qakdale site and present property owners did not own b 12 properiy

at ithe time disposal took place.

; The Minnesota Department of Public Health is now deve loping a well water

sampling program which will irclude sriunpljngz and analyzing both municipal and

residential wells surrounding the subject digpesal site. The int

Cormat Lon

that will be obtained from this sampling program will ald Agency ste

determining the magnitude of the potentinl vroblem thal the Oakdale disposal

site penerates. The Minmmesota Health Nepartinent is

' rate e Mirne g neallipepartment 15 also taking responsibility
For health related problems that may

artse dnothe moanicipal water supply as
the result of the Oakdale dump site.
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