28 March 1999

To: 3M

Iresignmy positianas Bviromental Secialist effectine 6 Aol 199, My resigatian
Bpranpted by my profound disgapointment in3M sherdling of e enviromental rids
associated wirth the menufacture and use ofperfluorinated sulfarates (PFOS) (CASH
20081-56-9) and itspreaursars, such as ethyl FOSE aladol (CAS #1691-99-2) ad
methyl FOSE aladol (CAS #24448-00-7).

Perfluorooctarsefuliorate isttemostt insidias pol lutant sine PCB. - ieisprdasbly more
damaging thenPCB because itdoes not degrack, whereas PCB  does; itismore todc towilldlife;
and issirk intre enviroment gopears o be biotaand not il and sedinent, es stte casewith
PCB.

1 have worked withinthe system o leammore eoout thisdhemical and tomake tte
company anare of the dangers associatedwirth isantinued e, But 1 have antinelly
met reecblads, delays, and irdscisian. Forweeks on end 1 have received assurancess ttet
my sampleswould be analyzed soon-never to s reslits. There arealvays exusses ad
litte saocooplished. 1 can illstraiewith saveral exanples.

= Formore thentventy years 3M secotoxicolagists have urged the company toallow
testirg o perform an emlagical riskassessmatton PFOS and similar denicals.
Since 1 have been assigad o tte problemayear agp, the company hes aontiinued is
hesitay.

« Over aperiad ofsavenmonths Imade frag et regests trat ecolagical sk
areulants be hired tohellp me pllan todaty testirg, enviromatal saopling,
danical fate studies, and elagical nkprocadre, 14l have ot received
auttorizaticneven o bring paoplle Into intenvaen.

« lreested, very fregently, over anine-month periiad, asanplle of damical toserd
aut forfateproperty and exctodenty testirg. Arally Iwas provided with one tret
garently the divisionhad had dll alap.

e lputtoetherapionesr niskassessmatton PFOS thet indicated a greater then 100%
praxbility ofharm toseamammals, based on prelimirary data on the conoentratian
ofPFOS inmenhaden fishmeal. The 8 comirttee toldme thet theywould lieto
recosicey the assessrent afterwe had avalichisd value for figdeal. That i
was given highpriarity by the comirttee. After threemonths tre aalysis s4till ot
done—not because trerewere tadmical prablems, but because management diid not
atLelly give tre analysis hicgh prianity.

= 3M sunittedaTSCA & kstMay . There stranendous concemwithinEPA, the
auntry, and theworld about parsistant bicecaunullative dremicalls such as PROS.
Jsthefore tet sumissionwe found PFOS intie blood of egglets-egglets il
young enough tret treiiranly food axsisted of fishcaught inrenote ldes by treir
parents. This firdirg indicates awidespread enviromental contaminetion and food
dain trarsfer and proeble biceccurullation and bionegirficatian. This savery
sigwhicant finding thet tre 8e rporting rulewveas aeastad o ollet. 3M dose o
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rgqortsinply et PFOS had been found intte blood ofaniivals, which striie but
anits tremost significant infomatian.

= One of our astarers, Griffin, hes data.on some of our demicals. They devellgoed
this data for pesticice registratinpurposss. | startad regularly asking forpermissiion
toviatGiffinand view tre data kstVay . Their datacan hellp us planour studiies of
similardanicals.  ltcan alo irdicte ifttere isan unforeseen riskto cartainbiotaor
Viacertaineqosure pathays.  ltwas tenmonths before Iwas alloned tovisit
Griffin, atwhich time ldidrnot etto setredila. 1have to retumaother timletose
[

= 3M waited too log ol astorers about the widespreed digoersal of PFOS in
people and tre eviroment. We knew beforeMay of 1998, yet 3M didrot start
Hilrgostorers il January of 199, 1'eitguilty bout thisand toldastorers |
persoelly knew exrflir. Sill, itwas ot ass early as itshould have been. Tkept
vairting for3M o do isdity, as Iwas axtinally assured ttet itwould.  Some oftte
astarers have done riskassessrants on the PFOS precursor they use. They assune
there Brotabackground intre enviroment and nvildlife.  Sine trere isa
badground, trelr nkassessments are inecurate. Thus they canmake ingargoriate
business decisias and not realliie tret treir use of PFOS precursors antributes toan
agorecate rek

* 3M antines tomake and sl tese, damicals, though the company knows ofan
enlagical riskassessmant 1did thet indicates there isabetter then 100% prdcebility
tretperfluorcoctansuioete sbiaregnifying inthe food dainand harming ssa
mammals. This danical smore stiebletrenmany rods. And the damicals tre
company saxsicerirg for replacament are just as steble and biolagical ly asileble.
The riskassesamant | performed was sinple, and notworst e ifworstcase B
usd, the prdasbillity ofharm exceeds 100,000%.

« 3M toldthose ofusworkiing on the fluorodemical projectnot towrite down aur
thoughts orhave @il disassias on isaes because ofhow our seeaulatias oould
be viened ina kel disoovery process. Thiis hes stymied intiellectiall devellopment on
the i1.e, and stiflddisoussian on the serias ethical inplicatios of deaisias. |

Ihaveworked tothebest ofmy oilitywithin the system to s tret tre rigtactics ae
tEenon bdhalfoftteeviroment. At alnost every Step, 1 have been assured ttetaction
will be taen- yet 1 sseslovorno resilits. 1am told the company isconcermed, buttrelr
adtias Speek o diffaret concerms trenmine.. 1canno loger particiate intte process
et 3M hes esteblided farthe management of PFOS and precursrs. Forme itis
uethical tobe concermed withrarkets, lepl cefasibilityand image over enviromental
slty.

Sincerely,
Rich Purdy
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