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TO A, Be Ardis AT Assonst, Mass. DATE  April 3, 1769
FROM Richard lienderson AT ‘ln Raven, Cenn, COPY TO  Nac Roy Gasque, M,L,
W. W, Searse
SUBJECT Envircnmental Fygiene = A. R, Kaster
Thospson F’lalucl, Assonst, Masas, ' RE. BE. Lander
He 5 Ooldd
T. A. Votherspoon
e (2)

I Intredustion

Thais report oovers ealy pestential envirosmswtal hasards fyem physical
or chemical agents in the work enviremment at Thomosou Plastics that mey not
be recopnized and are not readily evalusted by ewployees, Thers may be
potsntizl environasntal hasards timt were not noted during sy visit MNarch 27-
23, 1967 an? changes in o;srating procedures can introduce new hasards,

safety aspects of the Thompscr Plasiics oporstion are covered in the
rerort of W. ¥, ears, vhoo i accompanied during my visit,
1I. Fumnary

The poss.oility of porentixlly hagardoue exposures (o the follewin, were
noted 4n the Thospson Tlastics ope-ationst

Aa Xitmbeﬂlme
Ja Vinyl ehlorice
e Nolge

Trichlorvethvlens, parchloroethylens, vinyl acstate, surfactants,
catalysts, caustic and omall quantities of other ghemicals are bandled in
the reactor bulldings. Xany other chemicals are handled in the lsboratories,
These do not aypsar to post potantial hasards from lony~terz, low leval,
shranic ezposure,

111, Recommmmded Actions

A. Ervirawental Mygiens Services personnel will work with Thompson
Flastics perscnnsl to dewvelop precsdures for periodic menitering
of exposurs to mitrobenserns and vinyl shleride.

B. Invironmental Hygiens Services peracnnsl will eonduet an evaluaticr
of the noize axposure in the boilsr house and the polymsr drving
and packaging operations, A program of hearin; sonssrvation vill
bs recoamended on the basis of the evaluation,

e Tho sdequacy of air flow in latoratory hoods should be deterained,
Hoods shouls have an air velocity at the face of at least 10C feet
por mmute in order to capture chemical wapors ard xesp thes fro=
epillin: out of the hood, !nvirenmental Hygiene Services personnel
can maaist in whis,
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