FILE NAME: Sprayed Asbestos (SPRA)

DATE: 1945 Aug

DOC#: SPRA0O4

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: UK Govt Letter RE Risk & Possible Regulations for
Asbestos Insulation and Ships



-
Cor

r: r : * /: \4 i . . . ',// . \/
Lo MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND NATIONAL SERVICE “..__}* |
(- -- . 3 - . . . .- ' . . ) . .. ‘

—~ "

g

:o
-
-

1y g 54 e v v e—

( o, © Pesse .ddr;u sny reply to - . - B T
] .. 7" THB CHIEF INSPECTOR OF FACTORIES, FACTORY DEPT, ' - T
Lo, s . sad qootal

. i .* '+ §T. JAMES SQUARE,
L. rannkpx - . ,

b e o LONDON, S.W.1. .
A “ool 0, T Ne, WHIubill 00 - - .
' [}

!
L
P

)

ey Smog ame =
- .

e 2 S0
-

/" ) e ‘% L Asbestos Tnsulation aboerd Ships
Lot wih ‘;, : ‘ o .
e ) I am concerned by the conside

-~

Tk

cewt
-

S -
ur'.
‘e
i

i reble development during ths - . .
, ;' -wir years in the use of asbestos, either alme or as part o a T &
- e - mixture, in the Shipbuilding and Shiprepairing Industries rainly -
® ». - for the purpose of heat and sownd insulation, and the acccspanying A B
<1+7y L incresse in-the nurber of workers exposed to risk of injury to - - .
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b i - health through esbestosise . )
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e 1¢ the risk is found to cratinue, the question will arise of o .
.7 - 4ncluding same statutory requirements on the subject when the . . S0 o
PN tories Act Regulations for canstructional end other work in t -
“y+7.'  ghips are being revised and extended, or of issuing a further

W ., code of regulatians dealing particulerly with the use of esbestos.
< .. I would, however, emphasize that, while esbestos dust may not have
- - any apperent effects at first, experience shows that, particularly
4P the workers are exposed to the dust in substantial cancentra=

- %icns, serious resulis ere apt to develop later. It is there-
v+ - fore important that, even if the work will anly be temparary, all
rensonably practiceble steps should be taken to reduce the Trisk
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' (1) In soms cases ;n‘epaﬁtmy work, e.g. the malking up o |
- 3nsulation pattresses, to which the Asbestos Industry . oL v
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’ B.Jguhtions, 5951 ~app1y is carrisd on in & shed in tho : .
v shipbuilding yard or near the dockaide; in such cases /hose T
.. Ruogulnticns should, so far as the provisions are app)... '713,
be carefully obscwed in practice.

- (2) On board ship steps should be taken, in a.cccrda.noe with’
. the spirit of the Regulations, to prevent unnccessaryconcen=
. trations or sccumilaticns of asbestos dust — far instance by
_baving good ventilation arrangements in confined spacgs, ’
" damping down dust, and clearing up asbestos debris and’, .. ©
-aoquz:n.xlations of dust as soan as practicable. . ’ .

(3) The provisiecn of a respirator (Home Office Mark No.

. the fitting or removal of any dry :r.sulatmg meterial can~
<=z telning asbestos, an board shipe N

(4) The provision of a similer respirator far all 1’%\! ¥ '_
engaged in the spraying of ssbestos or asbestos mixtuls and

. " work encillary thereto which renders them liable to exposurs
to dust or spraye During spmaying, no other persan e'ﬁ.oulﬂ.
wark in the =ame ca:xpartment unless also pmd,ed wit
respirator.

T E (5) ¥o person under 18 should be e:qnloyed in any process
- giving rise to asbestos dust or in any corpartzent or
: enclosed space where such a process is ‘beu;g carried on.

" (6) Specific arrangements for supe*vis:mg the minterarce,
- care &nd use of respirators,

b rray say that these arrangements have been accepted by the =
) Shlp‘bu:.lding Frployers! Federation and by the Trade Unions
* concernsd, and I therefors hope you will be pzepa:ed at cnce to
e accept the precaut:.ons suggested, * : ‘ -
. . +.. -+ Ianm, Sir, S o
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