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D e a r  D octp r  R e e v e :

We a r e  e n t i r e ly  w il l in g to h e lp  you  ou t  by an a ly sing  sa m p le s o f b lood  an d  
u r in e  ob tain ed  by  su it ab le  m e an s fr o m  an y  r e a so n ab le  n u m b er  o f y ou r  
co m p an y 's e m p lo y e e s u n d er  y ou r  su p e r v isio n . I h ope th at  m y  le t t e r  to M r . 
H alley  w as n ot  r e ga r d e d  by  h im  a s a p e r so n a l  c r i t ici sm , fo r  I h ave  g r e a t  
r e sp e c t  fo r  h is kn ow ledge an d  ju d gm en t . In st ead  it  w as in ten ded  to h ead  o ff, 
so  fa r  a s we a r e  in vo lved , a  su r v e y  m ad e  u n d e r  n o n -m e d ica l a u sp ic e s, th e 
r e su l t s  o f w h ich  m igh t  be h an d led , o r , a s  w e h ave  se e n  fr e q u e n t ly , m ish an d led , 
so  a s n o t ;o h av e  th e u se fu ln e ss th at  th ey  sh ou ld . So lon g a3 th e r e su l t s a r e  
r e p o r t e d  to  a  p h y sic ian  (o r  h i3 d i r e c t  r e p r e se n t a t iv e )  an d  d e a lt  w ith  a s m e d ica l 
d a t a , I h ave no o b jec t io n  to  th e p r o c e d u r e . H ow ever, in  ou r  p r e v io u s e x p e r i ­
en ce , th e p r o ce d u r e  h as n ot  b een  ap p lied  p r o p e r ly , in  lay  h an d s, an d w e h ave 
h ad  en ough  e m b a r r a ssin g  in c id en t s to d e m o n st r a t e  the n eed  fo r  s t r i c t  m e d ica l 
h an d lin g. F o r  e xam p le , th e fin d in g o f ev id en ce  o f ex c e ssiv e  ab so r p t io n  of le ad , 
w ith in  c e r t a in  sp e c i f ie d  l im i t s ,  m ean s th at  a  m an  sh ou ld  be r em o v ed  p r om p t ly  
fr o m  a l l  e xp o su r e  fo r  a  p e r io d  d e t e r m in e d  by  th e r esu l t s  of fu r t h e r  a n a ly sis.  
A t t em p ts m ad e by lay m e n  to e xp la in  t h is sit u a t io n  to a  m an  an d  to p r ov id e  fo r  
h is t r a n sfe r  to o th e r  w or k  h aveled  to m isu n d e r st an din g» r e se n t m e n t , un ion  
g r ie v a n c e s an d  o th er  d i f f ic u l t ie s, a l l  o f w h ich  can b e at t en d ed  to w ith ou t  an y  
t r o u b le  by a  p r o p e r ly  in fo r m ed  p h y sic ian . It  i s ,  in sh o r t , fr o m  e v e r y  a sp e c t , 
a  m e d ic a l  p r ob lem  an d  a  m e d ica l r e sp o n sib i l i t y  both o r gan iz a t io n a l ly  an d  
le g a l ly , an d  it  can n ot  b e h an d led  o t h e r w ise  sa t i s fac t o r i l y  o r  w ith  p r o p r ie t y .
Th is an d  a  s e r i e s  o f o th e r  p r o b le m s a r i se  w h en ever  on e r e so r t s  to t h e se  
an a ly t ic a l  p r o c e d u r e s fo r  th e p u r p o se s o f in d u st r ial  h y gien e , an d  t h e r e fo r e  I 
in s ist  upon  t h e ir  b e in g h an d led  s t r i c t l y  a s m e d ica l d a t a  i f  w e h ave an y  sh a r e  in  
t h em . •

F o r  p r a c t ic  
o u r  con ia li 
y ou r  o ffice  
r e sp o n sib le

a i  p u r p o se s, i f you  can  a r r a n g e  to h ave  th e sa m p le s c o l le c t e d  in  
ijiers by  th e m e an s w e p r e sc r ib e ,a n d  i f  you  h an d le th e fin d in gs th rou gh  

w ith  p r o p e r ly  in st r u c t e d  p e r so n s a t  th e v a r io u s r e fin e r ie s who a r e  
to  you , w e w il l c e r t a in ly  n ot  "sh u t  th e d o o r ” on  y ou r  e f fo r t s .

Th e c o st  of o u r  a n a ly sis is a  u n it  c o st  fo r  th e se rv i c e  w h ich  th e La b o r a t o r y  p r o -
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i . . .
v id e s in  th at  con n ect ion . It  i s  a s low  a s  i t  i s  fo r th e r e a so n  t h at  w e h an d le  a  
la r g e  vo liim e o f su ch  a n a ly se s fo r  o u se lv e s an d  o t he r s. It  in c lu d es no sp e c ia l  
ch a r ge  fo r  co n su lt a t io n  se r v i c e s  a s  su ch , bu t  i t  d oe s in c lu d e , o r  i s  in ten ded  to 
in c lu d e , i t s sh a r e  o f a l l  o f th e o v e r h ead  e xp e n se  of th e con du ct  o f th e w ork , 
in clu d in g^  o f c o u r se , se c r e t a r i a l  se r v ic e  an d  so m eth in g fo r  a d m in ist r a t iv e  c o st . 
Th is i s  in  l in e  w ith  e v e r y  o th e r  ch a r ge  fo r  an y  k ind  o f se r v ic e  r e n d e r e d  by  the 
La b o r a t o r y . It  is p r o b ab le  t h at  i t  d o e s n ot  c a r r y  it s  fu l l  w eigh t  o f o v e r h ead  
e xp e n se , sin ce  it  h as n ot  b een  ch an ged  fo r  a  n u m b er o f y e a r s ,  bu t  i t  is c lo se  
en ough  so  a s  n ot  to b e  a  b u r d en  on  th e o th e r  t y p e s o f w or k  don e b y  th e La b o r a t o r y . 
We n e v e r  p e r fo r m  p u r e ly  an a ly t ic a l  se r v ic e s  fo r  an yon e, e xce p t  o c c asio n a l ly  a s 
a  sp e c ia l  fa v o r  fo r  so m e  co l le agu e  o r  fo r  so m e  in d ust r ia l  o r gan iz a t io n  th at  n eed s 
ju st  th at  an d  on ly  th at  an d  h as no fa c i l i t i e s  fo r  do in g i t .

A l l  o f th e an a ly t ic a l  w or k  don e on  le ad  (an d on  c e rt a in  o th e r  m e t a ls)  fo r  d iagn o s­
t ic  p u r p o se s o r  fo r  p u r p o se s o f in d u st r ia l  h y gien e  in  th e La b o r a t o r y , go e s th rou gh  
m y l ian as. C o m p ar ab le  w or k  in  so lv in g o th e r  m a t e r ials  fo r  s im i la r  p u r p o se s i s  
h an d led  b y  on e o f th e p h y sic ian s on  th e st a f f ,  sin ce  t h is i s  a  m e d ica l la b o r a t o r y  
in  a* m e d ic a l  co l le ge  in  a  m e d ica l ce n t e r  w ith in  w hich  we m ain t a in  com p le te  
p r o fe ssio n a l  r e sp o n sib i l i t y . T h is d o e s n ot  m e an  th at  th e m e m b e r s o f o u r  tech n ico  
lo g ic a l  n o n - m e d ica l st a f f  a r e  n ot  fu l ly  r e sp e c t e d  ap d  c a l le d  u p on r io r  t h e ir  sp e c ia l  
know ledges an d  sk i l l ,  n o r  d o e s it  m e an  t h at  th ey  do n ot  c a r r y  th e fu l l  w eigh t  o f 
t h e ir  p r o p e r  r e sp o n sib i l i t ie s. I t  d o e s m e an  th at  any  r e sp o n sib i l i t y  w h ich  th ey  
a ssu m e  in  m e d ica l m a t t e r s i s  d e le ga t e d  to  th em  u n d er  th e d i r e c t  gu id an ce o r  
su p e r v isio n  o f p h y sic ian s. Th is, I m ay  sa y , i s  w h at w e t e ach  a s  th e p r o p e r  p r in ­
c ip le  in  in d u st r ia l  m e d ica l o r gan iza t io n  en d  fu n ct ion , an d  it  i s  w h at  w e p r a c t ic e .
In  doin g th is we a r e  n ot  co n ce r n ed  to m ain t a in  th e p r e st ig e  o f th e p h y sic ian  in  
h is o r gan iza t io n  o r  in  h is ge n e r a l  p e r fo r m a n c e . We a r e  in ten t , h ow ever , on  
se e in g to it  t h at  th e w or k m an  in  in d u st r y  is  t r e a t ed  a s  a  p e r so n  o r  a  p at ien t  
sh ou ld  be in  c i r c u m st a n c e s in  w h ich  h is p r o b le m  o f h ealt h  an d  w e lfa r e  i s ,  
p r o p e r ly  sp e ak in g, a  m e d ica l p r o b le m .

D r . B .  R e e v e  (2) -  Ju ly  20 , 1956

I th ird; yob, w ou ld  be w ise  to  h ave th e co n t a in e r s se n t  to y o u r  o ffice  fo r  d ist r ib u ­
t ion  to y o u r  p eop le  a t  th e r e sp e c t iv e  r e f in e r ie s .  Alt e r n a t iv e ly  th ey  can  go to 
peop le  w h om  you  d e sign a t e  at  t h e se  p la c e s .  Sin ce  b lood  h as to  be d raw n , so m e  
p r o p e r  p e r so n  sh ou ld  do t h is an d  a l l  o f th e o t h e r  wor k  in c id en ta l to th e co lle c t io n  
o f th e sa m p le s .  Th e r e p o r t s sh ou ld  go to  you  on ly , o r  t o  p h y sic ian s on ly , 
t o ge t h e r  w ith  su ch  ad v ice  a s  w e can  p r o v id e . .

I  h ave  gon e t o  so m e  len gth  to con vey  m y  po in t  o f v iew  on  t h is m a t t e r . I h ave 
b een  w or k in g in  a  c lo se  r e la t io n sh ip  w ith  q u ite  a  nu m b er  o f th e le ad  t r a d e s fo r  
a  lon g t im e . I m ay  n ot  h av e  se e n  ev e r y th in g, bu t  p ro b ab ly  a lm o st  ev e r y th in g, 
an d  m y  p r e se n t  at t it u d e  i s  th e r e su l t  o f su ch  e x p e rie n c e . We in  m e d ic in e  h ave 
e xce l le n t  t o o ls fo r  h an d lin g th e le a d  p r o b le m  in  ind u st r y  w ith  co m p le t e ly  s a t i s ­
fy in g r e su l t s .  H ow ever , in  th e co l le c t iv e  se n se , w e a r e  n ot  m ak in g p r o p e r  u se
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