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Asbeatas and lloalth - Progress Report
Quarter endud jigt March 1968

Stntutory Romulations

Mr. J. M, Atkinson and D, S. Holmes of T.B.A. atteon-
ded at the Ministry of Labour on beh April to discuse
the lnduntry'l commentas (axpra-lod in the Asbestosis
Rosearch Councilts lettor of 7th July 1967) on the
preliminary drart Regulations. Useful progress was
made, The Miniatry {s @ccepting several of the most
important submissions of the A.R.C,

Litorature
e——ofAture

The Asbestos Information Committee pamphjee ‘A haatos
= Safety and Control' and the confidential : .qqf Cor
asbestos industry Salos Repreosentatives 'Putting the
Case for Asbostos' have boen published and circulated
to all companies in the Group,

Publication ig avaited daily of a report °‘Hygiene
Standards for Chrysotile Asbestos Dust® prepared by a
Sub-Committee of the British Occupational Hygiene
Society, and based largely on data accumulated over

the years in T.B.A's Rochdale Factory, This 1is to

be used as a guide by the Ministry of Labour in connec-
tion with the new Regulations.

Speakers Pane;

The A.I.C. is building up a panel of speakers on
asbestos who will be given proper training and briefing
on health matters, A presentation was successfully
8iven to an audience of Yorkshire plant engineers in
Leeds by an A.I.C. panel on 13th March.

Press Relations and Advertisin
=—————C"llons and Advertising

The Central Office of Information film on asbestos is
expected to be distributed in May.

Dr. A.F.L. Deeson vas appointed by the A.I.C. as a
retained medical Journalist on an experimental basis

Per hundred words published.

An unfortunate American report published here on the
pollution of the air by asbestos from cars? braking
¥as countered in several provincial newspapers by a
letter from the Secretary of the A.X.Co

More press publicity can be expected on asbestos and
health during and after a Conference on the subject
which is being held in Dresden in the week of 22nd
April,
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The Docks
—Cka

‘The London dockeras are still refusing to handle any
fort of asbestos except in contniners,
Pibre Importers Commtttoo and & representat{ve of the
A.1.C. are meeting soon to discuass a proposal that

the Untiona be Approached afresh by the AJL.F.C, dock
employers and shipowners regarding a Programme of cone
trolled trial shipmonta of asbestos fibre through
Southnupton. Hull and Liverpool are handling
asbostos in press-pncked bags wrapped and strappod on
palleta, Nanca-tlo. Glasgow, Manchoater and Avonmouth
are handling asbeatos packed in impormeable bags with.
out pallets. Smaller Ports, with the exception of
Leith and cranco-outh. will handle asbestos in impermee
able bags, though somet imes at exorbi tant rates,
Crocidolite 1g being imported only in impermeable bags,
wrapped and strapped on pallets.

Agreement has been reached between the Asbestosis
Research Counci} and the A.F.I.C. on & draft Code of
Practice for handling asbestos in the docks, Printing
will proceed, but Publication is to be deferred pending
the result of the AcI.Co=A P . X.C, meeting on the London
situation,

Architecture and Building *

WYhen the British Occupational Hygiene Society Report
has been published it should be possible to relate

the findings of the A.R.C. Research Colnttt.o. who

@re sponsoring dust counts of occupied bulldlng.,
construction eites and, in due course, the urban
atmosphere, to the B.0O.H.S. Standards. If the resuits
on the two former are favourable, they will be communie
cated to architects by direct mail.

Representatives of the asbestos industry who sit on
Committees of the British Standards Institution have
been asked to resist the incorporation in British
Standards of pProminent warnings on the dangers of
inhaling asbestos dust.

Customers

A questionnaire has been circulated to the sales
forces of member companies of the A.I.C, vith a view
to 1dene1ry1ng the key health 'policy maker? in each
of the nationalised undertakings and of 204 leading
industrial companies. When the list is available

the A.I.C, will consider calling a conference, Probe
ably in London in the Autumn, to be addressed by
oxperts of the calibre of Dr. J. C, Gilson (Medical
Research Council) on the following subjectss (uz VYhy
Asbestos?, (b) The health risk in perspective, e)
Control of the risk, and (d) Industrial hygiene
advisory services. This would follow the publication
of the statutory draft of the new Asbestos Rosulation..

Earliamentary

18 Members of Parliament attended a meeting at the
House of Commons on 30th January at which an A.X.C,
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3 ( panel explagned the asbastog industryig achiovements
And policy on nabantos apg health and Anavored M, ptg
i questions, The panol received a favourable recepe -
tion and was impressod by the responsible and informed
Spproach of the M.peg present,

9. Civiy Service
—iTvice

It apponrs that two lntardapart-nnc-l meetings have
nNow taken Place on ashoastos and health, the Ministries
represonted being Labour, Health, Housing and Local
Governmont and Board of Trade. Ye have hearsay ovi.
dence thate the civil Servants present expressed

tives of the A.I.C., AR.C. and the Asbestos Association
will {in due course be invited to g meeting at the
Mlntltry to discuss the contents of a Questionnaire and
the sample of the industry ¢o vhom it should be sent,

10. VWorid Hoal th Orgnniaatton .

report, recommending (a) alternatives to asbestos,
where possible, for insulation, and (v) a framing
System for asbestos - based bulkheads which eliminatesg
the necessity for 8crewing and drilling,

9

The A.I.C. have ¥ritten to the Board of Trade draving 0 e
their attention to the damage which may be caused to ! .
the Britigh asbestos industryts exports by lrrOIponllblo b, -
statements from officials of the Vorld Health Organisation, J,

11. I.C enses '

Tiie expenses of the A.I.C. for December 1967 and January
and February 1968 were as follows 3=

& 8. do
Hill & Knowlton staff time charges 3,282, 1, 8 -
Hill & Knowlton out-of-pocket expenses 309. 8.10 .
- E ~
TeBeAsCo.Ltd. speciay expenses 60. 0. o L e L
. ®,
3.851.10. 6 "‘:’. @
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3 g The T.& N.Ltd., share of these éxpenses amounted tg . H
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