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él/uw/&/fﬂzp Ji-.ln() 14, 1961

Mr., G, &, Pradt, Vico Progidowd
Wogstoya divorel Preducis Co.
4723 Oloon Momorial Highway
Minnoapnlly 22, Minazsnia

Dear Capt ' :
. _
In zoply 30 your lotiay of June 12 1 am hoppy to ocutling ouy nast axperieica
in rogard to tha alfact of dust {n onr ralll upoa ouzr omployoas! bealeh, This
1o 2 vory complex s confusing shing aad ona from which 13 1o difilcult to
draw agy senclusieas. U will outling sur hlstory om this {a tho bhovos that &t
mey ba of sema holp to you,
A mmhv‘e:&mﬂ 10 ouy Aaxpsrloucs, you kaow vro huave nlways hed '&h sroblom
of dus? ia onr milling nud bandllng of varmicrilta, Ty prodlosa a3 zg- -
caived coaslderadla atlanilon vorer tha yoors and we hava witemntad o taka
whatgvay siapa nocoonary 1o contzol thy dust Intensliy whoze thury wvoukd Lo
an expoauro to amployacs, Wo have med wikh voavylng dogroas of sucgoss in
avious plocos in2ho cparation. ’
f
Moy olwdlos hova beon made of tha dua? annd dunsd problom by diiferan? people
ovir 822 youvs In analyalang tho prodlam, All studias hava shovini thisd ia the
opavasion aL.'u':J 1o no {rca sillca prosen?, bal the milnewals found fa tha depooly
are sillcotag, valegs ovd asbestos-lke rainargals, Silloonasls 1o eansod by fraea
alllca 20 nret by tha silicatae, Aqbou.,s, agwevay, 18 o cauca of ashaslonls,
which haa baon a meatter of concarn, Thare 1o a veloidvely lavygd voaount of
cobogton dus? prosnat la our mlll asvl dls 1o dUficull 2o conlrol

_From o raport writlon In 1950 by an Industrial Hyglena Eeglnesr, Divislon
of Digagse Control, Mowinna Stats Board ot l{onlm., 1 queia the following ca
tho dusct zxlaity: A rovieow of tha Weradure ladicatas that vovmlcullia ov
tho dust from thls mesorial is oot espoclally tezmle nud 1s poworally included
ouly a3 @ nuloance dunt, rowaver, thae ashestos dust 1a thg dus? n tha aly
to of conusldarable to::ic&t , and 13 a fector in thy coaslderation of vaducing
dustiness In this plons
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Vo have wovay bad a known casa of silicosis amony our amployaas, We
have bad smploycas with pulmonary disenses which deos not necessarily
mean anything, Lo:auss from any grouw) of 100 plus paopla thars will be

g nlloy casss. Something ovar two yoars ago one of our wmill amployoos
who had togn with us approsimately 19 yoars obviously was hove resplra-
tory troubla. Uis {oveman triad soveral times to hava bl go to a doelor
but was uynvuccasaful. IMiually this man tecame 30 bad off that thor was

n quostlon whathor he should bao worklag at all, Wa finally told Wm thnt
vig wondezad whalboxr ha should be worklng bacausg of bls obvio 9 ply: leal
condlion and In {alrnsss to blva I ha would go %o iho locsl doctor of Wy~
cholca wa would way for hls examlnatlon to gl a rapors {yxom the docior,
Ha went R0 ong of thg local doctors who dipgnosed hin case advanced pul.
monexy tubarclools, He svrranged for this man to ba admitied to tha Siala
Tuborcloals Sanltsrium in Galon, Montena., Aftar a stay of .8 days ot tha
saaiterium, $hls man was discharged aad the flnal dinguosis of tha mzn's
casa was, ong, of "histoplasmosla”, and two, of "guastionablo asbosiosis,h
This man das waver has navay veturnod o woyk and 'wa hava tvled 1o vg=
calva ropoxia ol rasulis of physical axaminations since Bis discharge bud

S hava agvor bosa successful evon though this maa has agreed 3 hava
vaporia furnishad to us acd has signad tie raquivad ralense of infozmakting
which madienl aibles requivas, Duving stho Mma of bla slny al Calen, of
couysa, thoy conducied savevel x~vny and laboralory vnaminaliung ned
oIl ondy cama up with a flnal dlaguosls of "quastioasble asbss s, .

While Montana naa for a yocd many years had en ludunizial accldant low on
ha honks, shay aavor hed aa iadustrial disease law uetil tha 1959 sagslon of
thao loglolature -whan such a law was passed. Thls law spaci‘led cartaln opoe-
tle laduateinl disaases foy which emplovaras - ould be respensivla, The noly
spaciilaodl disonne whdch wa felt would apply to us wns that ol sillcosla, Tha
law atazed 3hat amployors wrould ot ba respousible for cnyihlng whlch had
bsan coutzacied by tholr amployeus priozr to the daie thnt thy law bocama
stfoctive., Howevay, thay would be rosponsiblo for any coatraciion of din-
anoe afiar thoi dale, or any sguravation of tha coadlitions wihich exlsted in

[S14)

tho _employee due to industrial condltions which existad ln a parilcolar plunt,

Tn order 1o protact ourselves and place ourselves oa rucord oo to tho cone
dltion of our sinployses as ol tha effociive data of iba law, wa lostiiuled a
program whoraby all of vur amploycas would have x-vays ob the local
bosplial,



_Ttw"o were % medical doctozs on the stafl at the local b wbpita\l at tha
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Y mada arrangameat . with tha hoapital to schadulo thasa x-vraya tnd -
ln tura wa arreangoed to have thu amployeas th re at the stipulatad tlras,
All R-¥ays viore fntorprated by 2 Rudlologiat and 2 raport writtea oa
oac’\ ona, |

time of thds program la addiilon to tha Radicloglat, who actuslly livas

in Kalfopell end cowmes to Libby ona day & weok 1o Intevpret all x-vuys
takon at this hospital, YWa avyenzad a luncheon maoking with all of the
doctors on the hospital siaff, told thomn cur problom nnd whit we wovre
after wnd anked ‘2a'v coo arvatlia which was {ragly lven., Ve polled all
of our eraplovacy n: to widch doutor was tholr fomily physlclan so wo
would have that as a mattar of record, Aflor the x-rays bad all beun:
tnkon and {intozpratod, ve wend through tha 18t and furnished esch doclor
with a list of the cployses who had glven us that particulsy doctov'!s
namea 23 thaly fawmily doctor, Esch doctor was then furrlshod with 2

copy of tho repor? on thosa amployees who ware hla pnticntts. Wo thon
had all of our omyployses chack with thelr ovn doctor 3o obtaln tho voaulls

- of their x-roy examinations, The cociors npzand that $his would bho the

bost plan and thay agraad to furndsh the rosults of tho eoxaminailons 2o tha
employens withoud say cost $o thom. Even in th caszas fhm.'a ita eray
showed gvavything Lo 7‘;0 nezmal, vwae aod tho omploysen chock with tholy
dector, Iaihis why Zooolll  Compaay did 202 giva any lafery atlon to tha .
cemployaes ea to thaly physicnl coadition ao we conld nol ba vosponsibly (or
ox Muble injany way fox glviag oul lafosx nn"igl whi G adphs bo coratruad ns
wlsloading.

In tha case of tha graployeas who o thalr z-voyo Intsvpraiallon showed soms
intra-thoraclc pathology, 13 was up to the dociero $o detevaing wihathyw
furthor tosts or exnmiantlon or trentmens should bs ¢lvea, In tho evand
thut 1t waas, this was to be at the cmployes! 'zoapomov.ﬂlis,' and cg*m:,n.

Aftgr alld the rosults of thase u~-rays were i, wa agiln mot with the

_d ctore ond with tha zedlologlet and digcussed whal our situatlon acinally

vwas In vapavd to pulmonrary d'ses0 s fyova ouw pland, Tho svellmlooyy
regulto of tho {ntcepratatlons made 42 appeny that wo had o high lncldavnce
of pulmonazy dloumm amony our amployces. However, afier the dechors
hed analyzsd tho vosulia, the conclusion they came to was have wad

ncihing to indicele that there was o higher incidznca of pulmounary tyoublo
among cur paodle then thevo wad among any cthor group dn this peornraph-
icol nrca, In cihur words, they f208 that they could ool come ko any coa-
clusion rs to whethar aur mill oparatlen pruscnted an shovo-nornmal
oceuxrransa of ruspiratery trouble thim cccurs mormally, Yoo vadisloflal
v "3 h\-.';, wod indamivicl :.lu:a.’.o arpevicoce intha corl-milns ol

tF .. . - . M pe r . [N S N
Indlama could ¢ffsr aoildar constouailve fnthe wov ol o conclunisn 2o,

»



“Mr. C. A, Pratt . Pago Four - June 14, 1961

Ia our aaalysis of the pecople who had Intra-thoracle pathology of soma
kind, nzithor could we comae o any concluslun., There wera poopla
where some conditlon of fibrosla or pulmonary emphysema showsd up
who had boon with us only a vory shori paried of tima, Othav paopla
who had bsan wlth us over a pevicd of a good many yenzre and who -
worked In jobs whore tha dust exposuro had hHean high showed up with =
entirely oormal x-vays, Thore was no relatlonship to being a highov
lacidenco among the old tImo smpleyeos than thare was in tha vower
employaes, so wa could coma to no cong lquon aliher, '

For quits a fow yocars now our employges at tha dey mill, londing atation
and oth » points in tho operation whara du @ gxposure is high have haen
requiced to woar resplrators, Tho particular respirator which wa fuy-
nish to our rmopla {s made by ths Mineo Safety Appliance Company and o
called trha "Dust-Foe." Thly respirazor filtar I3 ona waich how 3ha
approval of health authoritlas in this state and apparonily t’wae on tha
Federal laval,
1t has now besen two years sluce the survey that we mnads by x-vaylag all
of our poople. At that tlmae wa discuszad thae posaibillty of agala taking
a blanket survoy at some tmo ta tho fuluve $o compare rasalts of poopls
‘hat were on tha orvlglanl survey and whothar thore hod baon any mavkad
change whan 3ho follow-up was zalion, Howawvar, wa havs not schatlnlod
anything as yat. A3 thgd dlma it was ths {ealing of the Radiologlul thad a
minlmum of two yoars should elapse belora the lcllow~up should 52 mmada,
and {t would m‘obably ba battar to walt a longur poriod whova theya would
bo mora likollhood of soma conclusions showing up, & i3 pyvoovable, shova-
fore, that la tho aoxt two or three yorvys wa may scheduls a {ollew-nn

' olankeot survay so resulls can ba compar.d,
Incldentally; there ware 130 pzopla on tho payroll at the tlraa that thy
original blankel x-vay was mada,

Getting back to the problem of dust, thero to of course asbestos present

in tha conceatratas whlch wa ship toﬁ our axpandlug pinats. Tho cmou n

of dust from thia should bo very small in the oxparding procgsy, howevar,
It would scam that the greatest exposure to dust which would includa tha
arbestos dust, to your peovle weuld be In the unloading of covn,. Thove

vill be some haolp on this proovlom when we {astall "dedustiag' units bota

tov our raill and et cur v*«oint of loedingy. Fioal design is voy belag minde

fer thesa nunits rnd fnsiulbitlon will be complated by the 2o 27 i2ls suminer,



8

Theae will not aliminate tha dust problem In tho concenirntog, but wa
axpoct to cut it down coasiderably, '

Thls hasz baon a review of cur situaticn, I hopa It will bo of sorng help
to you. Our dust control problom vocalveo contlnulng aitontlon from o ¢

mill superinteadunt. It {o one which we continually work on in trying to
keop our vantilation as ofilcioni as possibla and whenever it Is ponaible

to ranke any lmprovemaents wa ¥y to do ao. We ususlly zacolve a viait "

+ frons- an aenglneor from the State Boord of Horlih about caca & yeay and -~

ha usually mekes rocommendaticns 1o ue which wa try to casry out,

If thare i3 any further hslp that wae can glve youw, we will ceriainly Lo glad '

- to try to furnish iz, U thave saro any p vilcular points on ihis lsconras

upon wilch I could olabqralo'f{ureher, pleasa {0l {ree zo‘aak vma:to do so.
| S-lnca.rdly your s
ZONOLIZTI COMPANY .
By:
E, D Lovlek

EDL/fbr - . o .

-




