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REt Continuation of Membarship 4n Fational Insulation
¥anufacturers Association (KIHA)

Deay Jorry:

In vigw of tha fact that I am not awzro of the direction that your sales
elforts will de taking in future months, it ix hud to give some sord of
projection for our contimuation of maxborship in KDA. So, instead of
trying to foreteli the futurs, it way be helpdnl to enlarze wpon wy
rocant pasd experisnce with the Ragearch & Techinlesl Commitios,

The Research & Techmlcal Commitiss of NINA is 2 product of the Amarican
characterinstic for having someons else do an essentisl Job, but one

vhtch ro ons particular person wants to undertake, Since 1952, the various
Govertzent agencion have given up every effort on thelir pard to write
spacifiestions covering the characteristics of ths insulation used 4n
" govaryment support projects based upon thelr own test results., In contrast
to an earlieyr day, tho Bureau of Standards is ot active, nor is the

Xaval Enginzering Expsrinent Station at Amnmegpolis, Io spite of this Jack of
thelir o testing facilitias, Governceent polilay dlctates that specifications
ghould bs written. To £111 this vold, ths Government specification writers
are conmpletely dependent upon industry to supply them with genarsl information
and evan in some cases to provide the informatior for important poliey
dasistions,

In order to prevent the chargs of esllusion, Govermment specificatlon writers
Lry 1o avoid contact with enly & fow conpenies awl fouwter offovds thrcugh
frads essociations, As a result of this expresssd povernment polm,
HEAA has bacons the spokesman for the insulstion industry, ALl MALL
Speedfications, Fedaral Specifications, Ceast Ouard Specifications, Cuide
Spacifications for the Apnlication of Inmulations 4n the Eivy, Bureau of
Yards and Docks, General Service Administration & Maritins Coomiasion are
reviewed by the T & R Committes of ¥XHA and in some casez these specifications
are actnally written in the T & R Coumittes mestings,

This same clrcuustance has developed in the mechanies of cperation fo
Committas Calf, ASTH, Sincs ASTH &» & voluntary argenivation with nmo paid
halp on the Committos level, tha work ir carrisd on at the fnittative of

the individusl wenbars, Some of the large companies could afford this sort

of work, but tha smaller conpanies witk Hinited staff and represzentation
earmet afford to do s0. As a result, most mpecifications axd teat procedures
are now beling writilen by the various trade assoclations such as NIMA, the
Insulation Board Instiixis, the Vermiculite Asgociztion, tha Parlito Instituts,
and the National Hineral ’a‘ool Assoctation, . For all practical purposes, the
consusers  and the genaral intsrest members contribute nothing exvept to zci as
& "trake" to prevent domtmntion aof ASTM Wy s givem mmxtzetumr.
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This same pattern is repeated in ths orgenizstion of the American Soclety

of Moatins, Rafricarating and Alr Conditisuing Enginsers, (ASHRAT) who
Publish the Ouide and Dagug Bank, tha tvo referance books that ave kept
eurramt at a11 fimas, chaphors in tha Guide and Dota Book, covering
Inenlgtion properiies and ths appllcation of insiaticon,

are writion by novbers of ASIRAE; but in actux) practics, the sources for
thalr Informatlon soce fros DA and other. industry assoclations,

Prodably thae most suvceasful, activity of HINA haa boen this contimisus,
Lechnleally orisntad contact of the asscelaticn sacretryy with those
people involved in the ebove apetivitiesn, Individuel conpuries oulaids ths
spsociation have a £33l volece 4€ they are in opposition to tho stad of
1-'1:%!«: thongh companies withiv 4he assoclation do take Sndividuz) stands

at tiops and cau be baaxd by the above referrad to organirations,

It hae doon argesd in the past, sdthin the Fibera & Hinerals Pivision,

that the amomnt of sles tg Ooverasent sgencies 3a quile ewall and does

not Justily en atterpt to dnflusnes thely purchoses throuh Snterest in
Goveruesnt speeifiosilonz, The influsmics of Goversment spacifications nre
w1y beyond the purchssing policics of the zpescles, R{Alsyy spacifications
znd Fsdoral Specifications infivanss conswesr spacifisations ol genersl
iodestoy, This 4s particarly trus of ths Federal Specifications, Ths
larper enginsering firms doing Covornuent work beoome to Pelleve that
appiication specificsfions mulitabls for governnect work may bhave voiue fow
thdr o noads,  Ta tho lapte thiytlus and dering the war years,
Osens-Lorming concentrated wpon ebtaining Govermmant approvel for Fidberglas,
o new material at that t&xe, Ths trade inbeodustlon of calelusm ailieata
Bloek sod plpe coverlag was greally aldad by tha govarmsent epocificstion
vork dons by the parmfaciurers of Xaylo, We, ourselves, are (rying to follow
thiz paze path in & wodest sy with the efford belnzg mads in conmeetios sdth

‘Supargias #1800 Board. .

The abovo describes in genars) ferzs the poaitdon of WIHL withiu the
inmdiatlan indusisy, Spocific examples of BxpisJlicher's rolationship ¢o
HivArs Tochnteal & Ropsareh Commities oy e of intorest, Ny viow of

| Sagls.Picharts participetion is ginost entirely o defensive one, If we

were ovtudde the association, w world have a vory &a)l volce; but within
the associatinn and in conjunction with ny sctividy in ASTH, T bvelievws that

last year, several instancas come to mind: .

I. &n attespt was made €0 change ths dafinition aof "sineral fibee
to inelude ssdestos fiber, This change in definition was a proposal
for an ASTH ppocificationm, Xf it had boon accepied, we would now
be forced to copote with usbestos based prodacts for those
applicstions calidnz for Onslote Coment. th‘oug: a siople changs
in an ASTM definiticn, the coverage of Hil.C.250CA4, Cesent, Finishin~
mmgim, Fodaral Specification B}é.;t-%?g, Fnmel 5

ral, and ASTH S - L Hrvarnl 2 o)

Torrml Pl Fiot shing Cozon ouid avo boen bro

To incinds » coment ihat 18 basec poamarily uponm asbostos fibers
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thozs of the Oa.Cote Cammt typa (Compoiitiom from a nav source w

ds not need!} So far, thiz move has bean defeated in the psstiings

of HTHA and nover reachad the meetinge of ASTH.
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2., The elimination of materials such zs Super 266" and Onslots Commt
for application %o pipa flttings, and tho use of prefubeicated
£ittinga wade fron pips covering instead, was made Ain tha General
Services Admintstration, "Standard Specifications for Therml
Insulations of Piping, Ducts and Rolated Equipnant®, Bocsuse I
454 not atterd every T & R Comdties nooting 4n X95%, the NI
ook a stant for the slinmination of cememts, Upon veeeipt of &
NEA dotter cutlining tha NDIA stand 4o OSA, I volced 2
in a lottar, datod Juns 25, to Hi¥i ard GSA. In Septenbor of 1564,
the A position wam revorsed; and 05X acospted the revised stand
50 that insmulaiing coments can still be used vhere thay alwys
have bown uwaed,

3+ Vork through NI kas extended the ASTH Spocification Ca392,
Hiners) Fiber Hock or Poard Therzal Insglations for Elavated
Temparatures to include ouwr Ml.Boards, AL the pressot thss, this
ASTH spa:t&.ficatim io the only specificaiisn covering thia iype
of produ

4. For a long time, the definition "minpral fiber® has insluded all
products mde from "rock, alag, or glass”, In a recant ASERAR
proposas for a tadle mmxg?:aam. a distinction Yetusen
aetasa® fivers end thoss mada from "rock or slag” waas to be wmade,
From o thermal parformance point of view, ths matior being
covored in the ASHRAE ¢xhle has no differenca; therefore, this
dlstinetion chould not ba made and the offord was dofestsd,

A pood exarmle of tha power of NIMA can be found in the consplencus lack
of succass that Philip.Carey has exparienced in sttaining ¥ilitary, Fedoral,
or ASTH Specifications that zpply to Carvrbtemp Block amt pipe covering.
Though these products Bave bozn on tha warkel Srbettaer than five years,
the Tirst specification for the shove has 51311 %o b3 writton,
~ ia not g mombar of R, One ewcuse ponerzily used by the Governmant
epecification wrlters and glao volead in ASTH councils is that Caroylews 4s
the only product of its kind, that 4t is the only one based upen expunded
#ilica or peritite. Oovermmont spacificatioan writers and ASTH officizls
say that g specificatisn should not bs written for a product nads Yy oxly
ons maelacturers This official stand cammot be acespted, as Foamglzss and
Umabastos is made by only 2ne manufacturery yet eavh is covered 4n ¥
‘Tedergl, end ASTH spadificetions, and thelir unigis position s not gven
considernd, On tha othsr hand, Pittsburzh.Cormning bas beeont a nost active
manber of HMA since thas tims of it forzmationg and Union Asbestos & Bubhbar
Campany, tha former memfacturer of Unabestos, vas active in industry growps

for a lang tins,
Uns hates to pay "protection™ monsy, but I do nobl sse how we can maintain

o potition by taking an Andependent course, _
Paul L, Z
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