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A p r i l  6 S 1976 

ii.6.. — I n d u s t r i a l  H ygiene

Ms. B. J .  M i tc h e l l  
Mr. J .  G. P e rk in s  
Mr, 3?, W illia m s

V,;5? ■

Mr, j , r .  B a liew , J r ,  
B u ild in g  70 -108A 
INSTITUTE PLANT

You have asked  t e a t  m easu rem en ts be  made o f  p e r s o n n e l  ex p o su re  to  
a i r b o r n e  a s b e s to s  f i b e r s  w h ile  w eig h in g  d is h e s  a r e  b e in g  p re p a re d  fo r  r e s i ­
d u e  a n a ly s e s .  Our r e c o r d s  show t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  m easu re r;an ; was made an 
S p e c i f i c a t io n s  L a b o ra to ry  Room 205 , M arch 1 0 , 1975, and was r e p o r te d  to  oe 
s l i g h t l y  ab o v e  th r e s h o ld  l i m i t  v a lu e  {TLV) .

T h ree  d e te r m in a t io n s  have r e c e n t l y  b een  made by f i b e r  c o u n t on 
r i l t e r  s a m p le rs  worn by em ployees w h ile  p r e p a r in g  sam ple d i s h e s  ir , th e  
A n a ly t ic a l  ¿ .ab o ra ro ry  Roc-m 108, The r e s u l t s  o f  th e s e  sa m p lin g s  a r e  a s  
f o l lo w s :

D a te F.mpLcy&e l i b e r  C o u n t/m l A ir

1 2 /2 2 /7 5 C. V. L e v e rs ¿t.9
1 /1 2 /7 6 D ,  DeLuca 47»6
3 /1 /7 6 J .  0 , Good ' 7 .7

We o b se rv e d  each  o f th e s e  sam p lin g s  to  oe s im i l a r  i n  te c h n iq u e  
and a i rb o r n e  d u s t  was n e t  v i s i b l e  in  e i t h e r  in s t a n c e ,  The TLV fo r  a s b e s ­
to s  d u s t  ex p o su re  i s  c u r r e n t l y  5 f i b e r s  g r e a t e r  th a n  5 m ic ro m e te rs  ir . l e n g th  
p e r  cc or a i r  a s  a  tim e  w e ig n teu  a v e ra g e  (TWA,) and a  c e i l i n g  v a lu e  n e t  to  
exceed  10 f i b e r s  g r e a t e r  th a n  5 m ic ro m e te rs  in  l e n g th .  As c f  J u ly  1 , 2 976 , 
th e  TLV w i l l  be re d u c e d  to  2 f i b e r s  a s  an 0SHA a l lo w a b le  l i m i t .

T h is  jo b  t a s k  i s  o n ly  i n f r e q u e n t ly  p e rfo rm ed  and  i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  
t h a t  th e  TLV a s  TWA would e v e r  be ex c eed e d . Our m easu rem en ts , how ever, show 
■-hat th e  c e l l i n g  l e v e l  can  oe e x c e s s iv e .  We, t h e r e f o r e ,  recommend t h a t  work 
in v o lv in g  p r e p a r a t i o n  o r  s a m p le  d i s h e s  w ith  a s b e s to s  f i b e r s  be p e rfo rm ed  
w i th in  an  e x h a u s t v e n t i l a t e d  hood,
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