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J u l y  l 6,  1 9 ^Tank C le e n in g  A c c id e n t 
C a ro l in a  T e rm in a ls  
W ilm in g to n . N o rth  C a ro l in a

On S a tu rd a y , June 26,  ( c o l o r e d ) , an  em ployee o f
Tank C le a n e rs  I n c o r p o r a te d  o f  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a,  d i e d ^ i ^  
J a c k s o n v i l le  h o s p i t a l  as  th e  r e s u l t  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g .

( c o lo r e d ) , a l s o  an em ployee o f  Tank C le a n e rs  I n c o rpo ra t  
has been c o n f in e d  to  th e  h o s p i t a l  w i th  a  s e v e re  c a se  o f  le a d  
p o is o n in g . At th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  he i s  e x p e c te d  t o  r ec o v e r .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  shows t h a t  le a d  e x p o su re  p ro b a b ly  o c cu r re d  d u r in g  th e  
c le a n in g  o f  t h r e e  1 2 ,0 0 0  b a r r e l  ta n k s  a t  C a ro l in a  Te rm in a ls ,  le a s e d  
and o p e ra te d  by Cape F e a r  T e rm in a ls ,  W ilm in g to n , N or th  C a ro l in a  
d u r in g  th e  days o f  June  19 (S a tu rd a y )  and June 21 (M onday). T hese 
ta n k s  had n o t  been  i n  u se  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  a p p ro x im ate ly  f i v e  y e a rs  
and no a c c u ra te  re c o rd  i s  a v a i la b le  as t o  when th e y l a s t  s to r e d  
le a d e d  g a s o l i n e .  T here  i s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  th e y  had e v e r  b een  u sed  
as b le n d in g  ta n k s  o r  t h a t  g a s o l in e  in  th e  ta n k s  had b een  s p ik e d .  
E th y l  Tank C lean in g  P r e c a u t io n s  w ere  n o t  fo l lo w e d  du r in g  th e  c le a n ­
in g  o f  th e  ta n k s ,  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  an a i r l i n e  mask was n o t  u s e d . 
D u r in ^ th e s e  two days W B B w a s  exposed  a  t o t a l  o f  s i x te e n  h o u rs  
and ■ ■ A  a  t o t a l  o f  n L V ^ n o u rs  d u r in g  th e  t im e  s p e n t  i n  th e  ta n k s

The same two m en, on b o th  jo b s  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  L .A . N ic h o ls  
( w h i te ) , fo rem an  o f  Tank C le a n e rs  I n c o r p o r a te d ,  had c le a n e d  a n o th e r  
ta n k  o f  ty-0,000 b a r r e l  c a p a c i ty  d u r in g  th e  days o f June  16 , 1J , and 
li$ a t  Cape F e a r  T e rm in a ls .  T h is  c le a n in g  was o b se rv e d  by an E th y l  
r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  and E th y l  Tank C le a n in g  P re c a u t io n s  w ere 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  fo l lo w e d . Our r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  recom m ended, and was 
a s s u re d  by one o f  th e  p a r t n e r s  o f  Tank C le a n e rs  I n co r p o r a te d , ' t h a t  
o u r  recommended p r e c a u t io n s  w ou ld  be fo l lo w e d  d u r ing  th e  c le a n in g  
o f  th e  ta n k s  in  w h ich  e x p o su re  to o k  p la c e ;  t h e r e f o re ,  he d e c id e d  
t h a t  i t  was u n n e c e s s a ry  f o r  h im  t o  be p r e s e n t .

The M ed ica l D e p a rtm en t’ s  r e p o r t  i s  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b le ,  b u t  p r e ­
l im in a r y  i n d i c a t i o n  shows t h a t  t h i s  i s  one o f  th e  most s e v e re  
c a se s  o f  le a d  p o is o n in g  on r e c o r d .  M r. L . W il l ia m s , a  p a r t n e r  
o f  Tank C le a n e rs  I n c o r p o r a te d ,  h as t o l d  a  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f  o u r  
S o u th e rn  R eg ion  t h a t  no l e g a l  a c t io n  w i l l  be i n s t i tu t e d  a g a in s t  
E th y l  C o rp o ra t io n .
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