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216/655-2111 URGENT

To: FEDERATION AND CONSTITUENT SOCIEIY KEY PERSONNEL
From: FEDERATION PRESIDEXT, JEAN P. TEAS
Ra: LEAD CONTERT OF COATINGS

You all must be familiar by this tims with the lew which now lizits the
content of residential coatings to 1.0%, 88 well as with the Food and Drug
Adninistration proposel to reducs this limitetion to 0.5%. You may not, how=
ever, be avare of just how scroag sn effort is being sade to viriuslly elimi~
nate all lsad compounds as ingredients in thess paints. While thesa regulatiocms
are lagal requirements only for paiants wsed vhare Govermment tunding 15 iavolved,
they will sffect practically all paints of these typas dus tc the widespread use
of FHA financing.

The purpose of this special letter Lis to make aure that you apprecists just
houw critical the situation is and how {mportant it &3 that ve all taks immediate
acticn to prevent the passage of calamitous regulacions.

a

.08 s el m.
atus of efforts to restrict lead contant d 2. il The.y
-« The Senate Labor and Public Welfare Subcommittee om Healch wiil hold Uy =

public hearings in Washington, D.C. on March 6 snd 7 on a proposed
law to cthas effec:.

== The FDA is under increasing pressure to classify vesidencial coarings
concaining more tnan this level of lead as Nagzardous Substances.

== The Chicago City Council has passed an ordinance banning the_sals or
use of interior residential coatings comtaining more than Gvréfd lead
and rasquiring special precautionary ladeling of excerior houss paints
as wvell.

-- Councilmen in other municipalities are recegniging the popuiar appasl
of the "lead-1n-paint” issus and are considering similar ordinances.

== The American Academy of Padiatrics is vigerously promoting tha limita-
tion of lead 1= paint to virtual tracs amounts.

Some relevant faccs
== Thers 18 no doubt that heavily leaded psince can be toxic to childran
vho repestedly inges: thez ani the Felscetion supports practical
efforts designed t:c keep thase proaus:s out of the teach o: children.
== Thers is no direc:t evidence, howevar, that paints cont intng less than
1% lead presen: this forz of hazard. (The propossd Guhl lead vas
deduced fror limired experimsntation {avolving water=soluble lead
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compounds. Extrapolation to lead-in-paint limicstions diad not suf-
ficiantly taks into account tha rats of extraction of lesd fron complex
mixtures; e¢.g. dried paint batween the time of ingestion and elimina-
tion).

Raduction of lsad to even 1% has slrsady seriously limited the use of
lead-concaining pigments in architectural cestings.

Further reduction to 0.06X would praccically sliminscs the use of lead
driers from oil base houss paiuts and primers, alkyd vall paints snd
enansls. Use of sny lead pigments in residential coatings would be
eliminated also.

Practical effeccy o
-= Restrictions t> less than 1X lsad would incresase the cost of residential

coatings by forcing the use of more axpensive pigments snd/cr iriers.
In many cases no adequate replacemanta faor lead compounds are cur~
zently on tne narke: a0 that product quality would sufis:.
Reformulazion and verification of quality of coatings can noc be done
overnight, so precipitous enforcsmants of more scriasgenc regulacions
could slow down or stop production limss. The revorking or sdsorption
of exiscing finashed goods, wvhich comply with current regulatisns,
would also poss a problea unless & reasonsbls lssd time ware provided.

Rscommended sctaon

The Rational Paint & Coatings Associstion is attempting to represent
aggressively the paiant induscsy before all involved legislative bodies
and as part of this action is urging its members to aupply factual sup-
porting data. (See NPCA "Immedists Action" lettecrs dated Fab. 15 &

26, 1972). We hops that all Associecion ssmbers will cooperste fully
ia this effort. Copiss of thesa sction rsceommendstions are available
to non-asscciation mezbers 1f vequascted from WPCA Hesdquacters,

1500 Rhode Island Avenus, N.W., Washington, D.C. 2000S.

Ve all can, and should, protest vigorously any excessively restrictive
or precipicous regulations by contacting immediatsly our representa-
tives in Weshington. calling to tneir stsention the "relsvant isces™ and
“practical eifscts of restrictions” cited above.

1. Rush vour views to ths membars of the Senats Sub~
conmittee on Health, which is right now comsidering
the proposed Bill S3080. (A lisc of members i1s attached
hersto).

2. UWrite or telephoms your own Senscor vho may be voting
on the proposal im the near fucture.

3. Kesp aisr: for similaz legislative proposals st the
mmnicipa. lsvel and {amediately motify Federation head-
quarcers (Bob Matlack or Frank Borrelle, Tel. 215-545-1506),
1f you lesrn of any such local activity.
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Plesss give this satter as vide a discridution in your locsal area as
porsihle, urging all Fedaration Members, the Censtituent Societies and
corporations to join iun chis comcerted campaign fer sane and sensible

regulations.
Siscarely,
J.P. TEAS
President
JPT/dg
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Democrats

SHARRISON A. WILLIAMS, JR.
*Jennings Randolph
*CLAIBORKE PELL

SEDWARD M. KENNEDY
SGAYLORD NELSON

Walter F. Mondals
MTHOMAS F. EAGLETON

SALAN CRANSTON

"HAROLD E. BUGHES
*Adlai L. Stevensoa II1

Note: Mezbers of the Subcommittes on Nsalth ars capitalised.
Committes membars, who have jeined in spomsoring 5. 3080, are idescified by asterisk,

Senate

N.J.
W. Va.
Rl
Mags.
Wisc.
m“l
Mo.
Calit.
Iova
111.

bo

4764
6472
4642

4543

5323
5641
372l
3333
3744
20834

1ic are 1440

Bspudblicens

*JACOB K. JAVITS .Y,
*hobart T. Scafford ve.
PETIR B. DOMINICR Cole.

SRICHARD §$. SCAEIKER Ps.

308 PACKUOOD Ore.
ROBERT TAFI, JR. Ohio
J, GLEWN BEIALL, JR. M.

Additional sponscors of S. 3080 ars listed delev.

Democrats

Birch Bayh
fred R. Marris
Philis A, Hart

Hubesr: H. Husphrey
Danisl K. Inouys
Varren G. Magnuson

Gales W. McGee

George McGovern
Zdound S. Muskis

John O, Pastors

Abraham A. Ribicoff

John V. Tunnsy
Frank E. Moss

Ind.
Okla.
Mich.
Minn.
Hawvail
Wash,
wye.

S. Dak.
Maiae
R.1.
Cona.
Calit.
Utah

5823
4721
4822
3244
P33
2621
6bal
2321
334b
2921
2823
381
§251

Bepubliicens

Edwerd ¥. Brookse
CQi2tord P. Cass
Cherles R. Percy

Bugh Scoct

Mass.
¥.J.
I11.
Ps.

6542
3141
sas2
6254
244
2313
4324

2742
3224
as2
6324

Note: For telephons calls, use aves tode (202) emd prefix (225), followed by listad
— , U.8. Senats

extension.
Washington, D.C. 20510

latters should be addressad to Senater
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