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e Manager,

Australian Blue Asbestos Pty, Ltd,,
¥WITTENOOM ,

8th November, 19881,

Dear Sir,

-

Inspections .and tests made at your mine have gmved that dust,

prevalent to your Mining and Milling Sections threatens or tends to the bodily
injury of persons in or about your mine,

This dust menace is also aggravated by dust arising from areas built
up from Mill tailings,

Medical examindtions of workers who either are cmployed or have been .

employed on your properties at Wittenocom have shown that a dangerous .dust menarice
im present, =

As you are aware, a party comprising myself, the District Inspector
of Mines for Ventilation, and the Districot Inspector and the Workmen's Inspector
of Mines for the West Pilbarra Goldfields have now between us completed
inspecticns and examinations of your nine workings,

This party was brought by' me to Wittenoom to examine the progress
of your dust control projecis; to obta.in information of the present overzll
position, and to impress on you as Eegistex-ed Manager and Senior Representative

of Australian Blue Asbestos Pty, Ltd, at Wittenoom, the oxtrenely aarious
and dangerous position which is preaernt.
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I have noted the work carried out by you and your departmental officers '

and appreciate that you have with apparently limited resources contimied to
attempt to control the dust menace,

Our examinations have shown that notwithstanding your continuous work
the dust menance has not declined, and therefore I must confirm my verbal requests
as foliows:

1., By Virtue of Section 22 of the Mines Regulation Act No. 54 of 1946, I request

:
that immediate and complete work and methods be undertaken and continued to

eradicate the dust menance on and in your Mining Tenements in the Hammersly Ranges,
I must also refer you to Seoction 49 of the said Act which includes *',.cecccese

e shall not use anything or work in a place that is unsafe or apparently unsafe”.
If the request is not immediately znd satisfactorily attended I will have no
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2. The requirement of Regulation 150 of the Mines Regulation Act and Regulations
zust be fulfilled in i1t's entirety,

Referripg to Sub-socotion 2 of this Regulation I now inform you thats

(a) Whilst the present method of underground WMining contimues, air-water
Jets n:ust be used at all times at all places where dust 1s generated,
These plades include all faces after firing, all soraper ways when in
use, all ‘chutes, ore passes, 'and ore transfer polats, _
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Similar jets must alsoc be installed and used in the Milling Secticns at

al11 places where dust is escaping into the air and wheree the installagtion
of same will ot interefore with troatment,

Dust arising from tallings at the tailings bin, tailings dump, and all
areas built _‘-,up with mill ¢allings is & Maisance to versons emploved ow
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_ ‘—Z " duch dust is atill escaping from the Mill sections and also from the

Mi111 Dust control unit exhauatsa, This dust is polluting the atmospherae,
recontering the Mi11l bulldings and entering the mine workings, It 1s
apparent that the present operation of your dust control unit is inefficfent
or insufficient, .

If work 12 not put 1in hand immediately to prevent all dust escaping
into the atmosphere, I will be reluctantly compelled to take the necessary
action to prevent men being exposed to unhealthy- conditions,

I reiterate my offer of assigtance in overcoming this dust menace
and whilst refusing to become entangled in domestic matters, I must advise
you that in my opinion the menace will not be eliminated whilst your present
method of underground mining continues and until a° m&o_t;oj\y“ new method
of dust control and pre!epj!_:i.?n__' is undertaken in the milling seations,
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I will) be maintaining close contact with the position and will
not hesitate to take the necessary drastic action if progreas is not quick
and continuous,

Yours faithfully,

f J. BOYIAND,

SENIOR INSPECTOR OF MINES
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() similar Jets must also be installed amdl used
. in the ¥illing sections at sll places where
dust is escaping into the air anxd where the
instellation of same will not jnterfere with
treatment.

Dust arising from tailings at the tailings
bin, tailings dump, amd a1l areas puilt up
with mill taillngs 145 a nuisance to persons

- employed on them and in thelr vicinity and
. detrimental to their health and guch places
maat be constantly sprayed or sealed ta
) effectively lay the dust. :

- . #uch dust is still escaping from the Will sections -

and slso from the Mi11 pust control £ exhsusts., This dust

- 3g polliuting the ataosphoXe, re-entexing the ¥i1il vuildings
end entering the mine workKingse 1t 4is-apparent +hat the

vresent operation of your aust comtrol unit is i1nefficient or
insufficlient. . )

If work is not put In hand immediately +to preveni
all dust escaping inte the atmosphera, I will be raeluntantly
compelled to take the necestary action to prevent men - -being

" exposed ‘to pnhealthy condltlons. ’

I reiterate my offer of asaistance in ojrercoaing this
dust menace and whilst refusing t©o become entangled in dozestic
matters, I must advise you that 4n my opinion tire menace will

mining continues and until & completely nev meibod of aust
control snd prevention 16 undertsken in the -1milling sections.

I will be maintaining close contact with the position
and will not hesitate to teke ihe nmccessary drastic action it
progress 1s not quick ard contiruont. '

Yours Faitnfully,

SZ3IICHE ISP ECTOR _CF WMITNE




