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Japoary 31, 1977

Dr. Myron A, Mehlgman, Editor

Tournal of Toxicology & Environmental Henlth
National Institutes of Health

P. O. Box 1829

Roekville, Maryland 20850

Dear Dr, Mehlmaa:

n the Novernbet, 1976, lesua of tha Journal of Toxi-
cology and Fovironmental Health there was published an articls
echtled "Consumer Taictms and Powderst Mineral and Ghemical
Characterizatioa” by A, N, Rohl et al, 1 hava read the abova-
meationed article and in the intezegt of corracting the record by
mentinning publications which may not kave been brougit to tb.q
L ttention of the aathors, Iam enclosing a Letter to the Editor which
I would approciate your publishlsg.

Sipcerely yours,

Gavis Hildlck-Smith, M. D.

Clirical Assistant Profesgor

Department of Pediatrics

College of Medicine and Dentlatry
: of New Jarsey

Rutgers Medical School

GHES:MMS Piscataway, Now Jersey 036854

Enc.
be: Mr, George Let /

Mr, M. Q. Tatlow_____

SAFETY OF CONSUMEBR COSMETIC TALC PRODUCTS

In a paper entitled "Mineral and Chemical Characterization
of Selected Consumer Tale Products” by Rohl et al. publiched in
the Novepber issue of the Journal of Toxicnlosy ard Environmental
Health the author indfcated rhat the discase potential af consurxer
talc products is unknown &and needs fnverrigatioa. Bohl et zl. ecie
instonces of pulmonary disease zssoclieced with exmasure to tale
dusts but fail te idemntify the cotpoasition of the tale dusts and
the amount to which sybjects were exprsed. Recently = distianction

* has been made between the composition of industrial tales and

cosmetic grade talcs. Industrial grade teles are mixed mineral
dusts usually containing limited auounts of tale minaral dust
which may be associated with varying .mounbs af asbvestes and/oer
‘silica., Gosuetic grxade talec consists typleally of S0X mineral
tale dust associated with mineral impurities as minoT constltuents
but free of detectable Elbrous asbestos minerals (1), )

The pulmoniry fibreais agsociated with tale dust as rited by
Rohl et al. has been predeminantly reported €2 occur among enp’oyees
workirg in EIndustrial envircnments prioxr te ilapravezents in working
conditions: For instance, in the reference to a Tepert by Rubine
(2) the talec miners were exposad to tale dust knowa ta coatain
sglgnificant amounta of siliea,

‘The exanple of inereased pnlmonary cancer mentioned by Renl
et al. was reported in minmers exposed to tndustrial talc dust con-
raining anthophyllire and tremolite (3). Xleinfeld (4.5) however
later reported thzt the incidence of pulmoniry cancexr in. the nine
esployees droppad to the normal level for their aze following
improvement in the working euvironment. .

The blologlcal activity of cosmetic grade tale dust has been
avaluated in récent years in controlled animal dust exposure
ptudles and spldemiological studies conducted in mine enployees
exposed to cosuetle grade tale dust {6).

_ In one study, hamsters wete exposed to cosmetle grade tale
dust at a wveekly expasure level approximately 1700 times the
amount of tale dust to which an infant would be exrosed in a
week (6). The data ohtzined showed that the exposed animals zt
paturzl death showed no difference in incidepce of any patholegy
noted from that nbserved in.the centrol animals studied {7).
These data and those obtained in other animal studies have failed
to produce auy evidenca that cosmetie tale is & cavelnogen (6).
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