FILE NAME: Metropolitan Life (ML)

DATE: 1933 Nov 17

DOC#: ML136

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Memo from Dr. Lanza RE Differences in Benefit
of Industrial Hygiene Studies to Insurers & Policyholders Depending on
Study Design



Castleman File: Met Life

w/c = with cover letter or memo If DATE = 0, undated
CD-ROM Document #:ML {3 DATE /923

__ published article from journal
__ published government report
___government inspection results
__unpublished or internal report

___unpublished presentation from conference

L newspapeyrtiue

_ letter < memorandum w////7/33

industry warning labels

industry sales literature

industry recommended practices

meeting agenda ___ minutes __ attendee list
legal filing of defense

legal filing of plaintiff

legal deposition OR ___ legal testimony of:

legal deposition summary / index



CR. APMSTRCSG

TETRL VICT 20ISIDENT ! ﬂ?/

Attached Ls a copy of a cozmualcetion just rezesivea
from The Columbie Mills, & Group policyholder. It seems to zs that
this comwunicatlon saxes naecessary the outlining of & defirite -olicy
vbich shsuld govern us with respect %0 this type of request. /f

It bas been owr practice in the past to zake byglenic
studies of the plants of our Group policybolders, snd occasicnslly-
non-policybolders, and on the basis of these studfes submit to them s
report outlining the conditions as we found them with definite recom~
nendations for improvements, TRess reports are almays confidential
and are never given any publicity sor are they publisbed without the
consent of the firs for whom they vere made. In the past we have
oaver beea coucernsd about the legsl implications that might ba at-
tached to these fiald studies, but our recant expearieace in Charlsston
and this requast from The Columbis Mills seem to me.to nake necessary
& thorough understanding of what we may be letting ourselves in for.

The asbestcs study was made severwl years 2go befors tha
feneral condition that now obtains with respect to damage suits for oc.
cupatiszal diseasas bad teccee pravalant. In the Columbia Mills case, . ¢
vs were resussted to rake & Just study of their plant at Fest Pullzap '
and this request was sanctioned by the Group Divisico. Fhen ¥r. Fehnel , ™
arrived at the plant, he found that they wished studies to bs wvade cnly
at certain points which, it since davelops, were the places where thers
hed been epployed sn individual who bad filed & suit agalnst the Colunbla,
Nills. This firm now wishes to use this report in defending this suit. ‘1
I tave reasom to suppose that similar requasts are pending elsewhers.

It bas been our purpose in oaking these industrial hygiene
studies to ascertain what are the conditions affecting our policyboldera
in their places of employmsat 2nd to determine cetheds of Leproving these
corditions. Some of our studiss, such as the asbestos study, have teen
on & rather vide and compretensive btasis and there {s no questics but
that & great deal of good has resulted in many cases. Thers bas beea
mich favorable cocment throughout Industrial concerns., It seens to ne
that a study undertaken in this spirit end for the sutual tenefit of our-

selves a8 insurers aad of the policyhelders is somewhat different frez //
the study sade epecifically to furnish tha amployer with zaterial with / ;
f

vkich to defend & law suit.
/
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Ir. Arzsurtng - 2
Ioihint ve might ruauline the Tollowing nolicias:
To- “1ove oeild & T3 nzre tar Inluliriel hyglene :z+ulies
in tre paszi, Iourtn the z2o-vovel D the Jroup Zivicien
«f ~urgelver, tizh-utl aay ressriciisn: -r limitetions re-
ing whe use o0 e resuitz of tlere suudics Ty wis c-liny-
2. In thiz osze, me recegnize Sroinily thit onew infre-
juently sur -enecrve will te breugiat Intc zourt by tne em-loyer
in Zefeniipg Iioige :zulte anld sne ~f -us zt2ff ¢ill ke resuested
to zr-ezr in ceurt vue zuthenticete the re_crt.

v is pessible, of cource, that the rresent state of affeirs is
& neezing one and mey gradually subside but the indicztions are

that in the near future, at lesst, there will be 2 very marked
demand for the use of our rerorts in Zzmege suits.

(S

oL Ii- Thet we contipue vc zeie our industriel hygiene stulies es ve
neve in the cecgt efter same zZive teen ~re-erly an-roveld tut vith
e understanding ti2t we infzrm ~ur Group policyhoizer thzt the -
i =th the unders:oniing “ket it «ill poy te used in

—eliTing -

O -t v BF LE ITRELLILLLL UL , “noI ool
- . F . . " A . . O aAed,.
ZI. If suen a cer-romise con be weriel cana eflzeiive-

ly te safeguarded ageinst cbjecvicnat.e leetures, I woull te ln-
2lined to favor it.

I do feel, however, that there is perhaps & aznge:r thet teo
rt will me siie-trected irto this damage suit "ork thich, in
sttt in cur beinmg commellel tc zalopt pelicy Ne. IT im ozelf-
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