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ANK CLEANING ACCIDELT
C.{M I FEAR TERRIHAL
FILGINGTOR, HORTH CAROLINA

The following is a sumusyy of the factual information ¢biained

to date in conmneetlion with the ceatn (:-u (cclored),

er empioyee ¢f Tenk Clesners Incorzoraied of Jacksonville, Floride,
g the result of lsed exposure, so diagaosed aftbsr the clewainy of

tanke ot the Cepe Fear Terminulg in Tiliminglon, KHorth Carolinu.

Thie ivformaticn is sl r_,lr ¢ from resorss received in the Lalely

Depsrinest up i1l acon, July 6, but coes pol imeclude eny ritten
rgnors frem Uy, Kshioo or Dy, Kitzmiller. ing the couTeT of the
investigation Dr. Kitzudller made & wrlp lo Jecicsonvilie, Foride and

s

ante cerbain examinationg. %e con expesct o wrliten rencrt iree the

'.

sdiexl Lepsriment wien certain elinieni '"min::tiu s have been com

oleted,

5% Uepe Fesr Termimal, ¥ileingbon, Horth Corolima Tenk F211, & 40,000
burrel tany,wss cleaned by Tank Cleaners Incorporated of Jacksonville,
Floridug ~‘&n YR, -ot: cclorec, in the tauk «
totel ol elght hoursy tank cleaning uncer the aupezjvision of L. ke Bichcis
{(vhite), ivremen employed by Tenk Clean=rs Incorporated. Tank clesaing
cogorved Ly F:itz Hercer, Rthyl representative, Eastern Reglon, (le:n .o

in zecordance with Ithyl precautions.

Tanr clsuning completedy visual inspection by Hercer who pronounced
tenk clesw: from the stoudpoint of & lead hazard, and satisfsectory for
entyy without proteciive equipment. Tank wee o floeting roof type and
recsudred work on the roof, ¥Work subsequently performed by Chicggo

Bricdrae and Tronm TForka, Thers wmave no further entriss into thias tank
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either by the men vho clesned thie tank or by tie nen who did the

repair work.

Tarnk cleaning crew movsd its squipment tv the Caroliuw Yerainuls,
approximsiely one-eighth ¢f & mile away and made preparciions for the
eleauing of & group of 12,000 barrel tanks, Under the cbgseorvation of
H-reer, woter was withdvawn from Terk #1 of thip group in the ls.e

™

efternoon. There were mo btank eniries. Hr.o L. Tlliless, 2 partner

unc Hercer cdiscussed

]

Iy Tenk Clesners lacorperaited, was on henc. He
the precaubicps to De taken duriug the elsaning of tunks ot Lv.rélina.
’.;«"(.'irf‘;iﬂ&lz’:‘. Since the tanks had been cul of sorviece for {ive yesars,

and the history woo waLROWn, it wed Gusuwmed st they magy have been

in lewved serviee ond therefore Bercey recomsender thot full tank

clenning oreesuticns be followed, ¥illdsns sgreed.

Tanks 1, & anc L vere cleaned by - sod Lavis uncer the ¢ireeiicn
of dchole. There cleanings were not observed by an Fthyl represenie-

Tive,

6/2z2/18 — compleined of 1lllmesi, wes sent Lo & locsi coctor {(alsc

6/é3/48

colored - nume not known) who dimgnosed the illness ox scute appendi-
citis zn’ recosmended an ilmmoclzte ojeraticon. - reused Lo be o~
ereted wiou in ?filz;sinmgn end wup sent to Jacksonville (his home) by
bus, sercer arrived on the job late thet wlternocon, wes informed by
Hichicls of the iliness cf- zad &zreed to meet Lichols ot the §:b

the followiny moruing,

Hichole leit the job wrly in the mcrning, withoui seeing Mercer,

presunachly to return to Jacksonville. George Saith, vho had arrived

by wiv from Jacksonville the night befors, repluced Nichols, Tank #3
1)~ nAanom
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wae cleaned during the duy with

N, ooccrved ty Morcer. On

weg informed by ¥r. L. Tllliams

en alleged cuse of lead noisoning.

to Lou
10 o'clock in the evening, Jim

“ilmington, Horth Carcling.
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daldvwin wnd Hercor mace & general imsdecticon of

Ther not:d ih.v the nres within

becn pumped hud & sirong odor,.

lenzth ¢f & hose~line (part of
The

feat fron e BusKe hresk

spected the ouswe hose during the clesnlsg of Taonk

it in guod
teken from Tenk #3 (cleaned on

and 6/21/L8)

Letieline-sir
kizher than 4 nierog:

the

e EO A o
ORI CT LOLVE

{atmustheres ot, or below, 4 microgrims

.

sred zafe fo

ey

3
freu]
Shada

Baldwin repor

Shank who in furn reported it to Ha at Teylor ot wppr

1ot ddspatchex ot once, bub L.

anpenres o be

condition ot th.t time,

analyzsr tests we e made on
sms per cuble foot «f air obteinsd

~4 3 N S .
gludge baken Iroa the

1+ men withoul proteciive

entries moce by Guorge Smith angd
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‘had examined ‘nd in his opinion the wen wayw hysterical —

éid not heve leacé polsoning., DUr. ¥itzmillor had elso exar

7
end nothing wca wrong with him. Loter it wos reported that
_ ¢led ot espproximaiely 3120 Al

7/2/48 In & phone conversation, Ir. Kehoe reported tihe following:

There sppear:s to be gone dlcagresment oz 1o wmether d"‘ ‘i"’-

line musk should have been worn during the cleaniag kg

#1, 2 and A, HFichols stebed to Xitexililer that kercer had

had soid that they were not necessaary, however, #Hercer had told
Le Hillieme (3 13chols! boss) that 4t wuo noGessary to wesr this
equipment. See civeussion under dele of June 18 - Pudé. Dr.
Keboe gives, as his opinion, theiefiiif sie? a5 the vesult of lenc
excosure. Fuil groo! mast swadt the resulls ol clinical examinue
tion. He elso stated thabébeh&vior wee tyricsl of milé
exjosure., It was likely thst the expesurs occurred on #enauwy,
Juae Zl.

It waz evizent from Dr. Xidzeillerls tall with lHichels thrt airline

noske were not worn doring toe bank endtries on June 19 sné Z1. Later

in the dey ib wen reported lhot - ip szid te nave siept in one or

more ol G« grous of tsnks thobt were cleansd peginning June 1l enc ending

June 17. Thesz tankes were ovned by the Belchur 011 Compeny, locaicd

cn Fishers Isiand off the shor: of Bisml, Florida. Five temke werc

cleuncd, four of which were the 10,000 burrel slze and the £ifth wus

e 5,000 hairel size. 1L was reported thali the foreman, J. P, fove

(vhite) wobturned to the meinland each night, but thet the tenk cleuners,
— ancdd ¥illiems (bothoolored) slept on the islsnd, -is said

to heve slept in the tank (or tanks) to escope mosguitoes. Since these

tanks wore belug clesned and immexintely returned to leaded gascline

service, no sttemzt wos made te clesn the-n‘ 86 &5 to nwuice them safe for

entry without proteciive egulipment,

1/3/48 Hhank reported to Teylor that- in the hospital in & straight jncket,
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HOTE: Nevw Yeork Sefety will keep in btouch with Lr, Kehoe vith refersuce %o
the nev development in ecnmection with Nowe r, &Llso, = complote ro-
vort will be nrepured whea wll cetis ie etmplete.
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