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6901 WEST 65t STREET
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February 12, 19L2

or. xobert ... kenoe
rettering Luboratory
univ. of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, vnio

Ueer Dr. fehoe:

-
Thank vou very much [or your letter of rebruary v
wnich is most reassurinz since ws wuuld never con-
sider & paclzage of tcoth peaste in walch lead con-
teminetion were 200 p.pe.t. Or wcre,

It ies ol course possible tnot such lead as 1s con-
tained might reascnably be concentrated at the sur-
{ece so that after a larzse number of lead-free
brushings, one brushinz might contain a&s much &s 1
milligram of leed.

It is also conceiveble tnset tnis last brushing con-
teining 1 milligrem of lead might be swallowed in
its entirety or that sucn a claim might be made.

In this light we have at irequent intervals heard
stories ol children wiho neve swallowed an entire
tube of tooth puste.

You heave cited as a typicel case the possibility ot
a daily absorption of 0.0L milligrams of .lead from
tooth paste. Let us suppose that due to irregu-
larity of distribution of the lsad, no lead were
absorbed {or 29 days out of tihs month, but that on
the 30th day the fuil 1.2 milligrams were abscorbed.
Vwould this alter the picture with respect to potsn-
tial denger?

Rephrasing the question would clerit'y my tnought if
possible. If tne accumulated absorption of 1.2 milli-
grems ot lead over 30 days is tolerable, would it

" still be tolerable if thnis ebsorption were concen-
trated into one day out of the 30 without increesing
the total ebsorption over the 30 dey period?
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