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D e a r  M r . Shohl:

I am  sen d in g  to  you , on  th e  ad v ice  and  w ith  th e  c o nse n t of D ean  D c r s t  an d  
P r e s id e n t  L a n g s a m , a  m e m o ra n d u m  p re p a re d  in  T he K e tte r in g  l a b o r a t o r y  
on  "T h e  U se o f H um an  E x p e r im e n ta l  S u b je c ts . ”

C e r ta in  q u e s t io n s  w e re  r a is e d  in  th is  L a b o ra to ry  som e  m o n th s ago  on th is  
s u b je c t ,  an d  i t  se e m e d  w ise  to  look  in to  th e  p o l ic ie s  o f o th e r  e x p e r im e n ta l  
?roups an d  o rg a n iz a t io n s , an d  to  d ev e lo p  a  p o l ic y  fo r  o u r  own g u id an ce .

I t  w as no t e a s y  to  f in d  fo rm a l  o r  o f f ic ia l  p ro n o u n ce m e n ts  on  the su b je c t, 
an d  i t  is  m y  im p r e s s io n , from , th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f som e  o f m y  a s s o c ia te s  in
th e i r  a t te m p ts  in d i re c t io n , th a t th e  p ro b le m 'h a s  b een  lo o k ed  a t
o f f ic ia l ly  an d  th e n  s id e s te p p e d , on th e  th e o ry , p e rh a p s , th a t th is  is  a  
p ro b le m  f o r  p h y s ic ia n s  to  so lv e  on th e i r  own r e s p o ns ib i l i ty .  Be th is  a s  i t  
m a y , i t  s e e m e d  w ise  to  b r in g  o u r  e f fo r ts  to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  D ean  and  th e  
P r e s id e n t ,  who then  a g re e d  th a t i t  w ould  be a d v isa ble  to  p r e s e n t  i t  to  you
¿o r so m e  eeci-Sion a s  to 
tu e  c a s e  m ay c c .

be concern , or th e  B o a ra , o r ad v ice  to  u s , a3

N e e d le s s  to  s a y , th is  is  a  c o m p lic a te d  m a t te r .  I a m p re p a re d  to  d e a l w ith  
i t  w ith in  o u r  ow n f a i r l y  s im p le  f ie ld  o f a c t iv i ty ,  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  the 
p ro v is io n s  o f th e  m e m o ra n d u m , an d  I am  n o t c o n c e rn ed  au o u t i t  undu ly , 
f ro m  th e  a s p e c t  o f th e  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f th e  U n iv e rs i ty . M o re o v e r , I a m  by 
no  m e a n s  c e r ta in  th a t  o u r  p ro c e d u re s  an d  a t t i tu d e s  w il l ap p ly  to  th e  
o b s e rv a t io n s ,  so m e  of w h ich  a r e  f ra n k ly  e x p e r im e n tal ,  th a t a r e  m ad e  on 
p a t ie n ts .  I do know  th a t  e x p e r im e n ta l  l a b o r a to r ie s , aa  d i f f e re n t ia te d  f ro m  
h o s p i ta ls ,  a r e  h ig h ly  v u ln e ra b le  w hen th e y  u n d e r ta ke  an y  e x p e r im e n ts  on 
p e o p le , e s p e c ia l ly  p eo p le  who a r e  i l l  in  an y  w ay , or  who m a y  be re n d e re d  
i l l ,  ev en  b r ie f ly  a n d  in s ig n i f ic a n t ly  (in  s y m p to m a tic  te r m s ) ,  by any  
e x p e r im e n ta l  p ro c e d u re .  T he p ro b le m , o f c o u r s e ,  is  one of m o ra l  p u rp o se  
an d  ju d g m e n t an d  o f p ru d e n c e . T he d e a th  o f  a  W a lte r H eed  in  a  s e l f -c o n d u c te d  
e x p e r im e n t ,  invo lv ing  th e  t r u th  o f th e  h y p o th e s is  of th e  in s e c t  t r a n s m is s io n  
o f  a  le th a l  d is e a s e ,  w as  c e r ta in ly  a n  e x a m p le  o f h ero ic  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  e i th e r  
to  s c ie n t i f ic  c u r io s i ty  -r to  h u m an  w e lfa re  {how ever one m ay  c h o o se  to  look  
a t  i t ) .  T he m a t te r  h a s  a  d i f f e re n t  a p p e a ra n c e  i f  a no th e r  p e rs o n  is  the
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