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February 27, 1957

Mr, Walter M, Shoizl
Hgtel Alms
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear My, Shohl:

I arn sending te you, on the advice and witk the consent of Dean Dorst and
President Langsar:, 3 memorandur: prepared in The Ketteriay Laboratory
on “"The Use of Human Experimental Subjects,

Certain cuestions were raised in this Laboratory some moniis a¢o on tais
suhiect, and it seemed wise to ook into tae pelicies of other experimentat
zroups and or"avxizatirns, and to develop a policy for our owa :uidaace,
it was not easy to find formal or official pronouncernents on the suhiject,
and it i3 my impression, from the experience of some of iy asgociates in
theiz attewnpis in this direction, that the problemkas heen looked at
officially 2nd then sidestepped, on the theory, perhaps, that this is a
proulen: for piaysicians to soive on their own responsibility, Be this as it
may, it seemed wise to hring onr eiforts to the attention of the Dean and the
President, who then a.read that it would be advisable to present it to you
for souase decision as to the concern of the Moard, or for advice to us, as

the case n.ay ce,

Needluss to gay, tais is a complicated mnatter, I am prepared to deal with
it within our own fairly simple field of activity, in accordance with the
provisions of the rmemorandum, and I am not concerned aseout it unduly,
from ilie aspact of the responsiiility of the University, Moreover,l anm by
no m.eans certain that our procedures and attitudes will apply to the
chaervations, some of which avre frankly exper:menta that are made on
patients, I do know that experimental laboratories, as differeatiated from
hospitals, are hizhly vulneravle when they undertake any experiments on
pecple, esnecially people who are ill in any way, or who rm.ay be rendered
ill, evea briefly and insignificantly (in symptomatic terms), Ly aay
experimental procedure., The problem, of course, is one of moral purpose
and jud;ment and of prudence, The death of a Walter Reed in a self-condicted
experiment, involving the truth of the hypothesis of the insect transmission
of a lethal disease, was certainly an example of heroic self-sacrifice either
to scientific curiosity -r to human welfare (however one may choose to look
at it), The matter has a different appearance if another person is the
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