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On September 1lst I visited Joplin, calling first on Mr. McKee,
Metropolitan ¥anager. In company with Mr. McKee I visited the Golden Rod
Mine at Picher, interviewing Mr. Herbert Wallower, Mr. Mills and Dr. Ralston,
who iz thelr rull tize physician. I called also on Mr. Cadden of. the Vinegar
Eill Zinc Compeny and Mr. Sinclair of the Federal Mining and Smelting Company;
Y¥r. Charles T. Crr of the Athletic Mining and Smelting Compeny; Mr.Richard
Jenkins of the local branch of the Americen Zinc Institute and Mr. R. B.Ageton
of the Tri-Stzte Zinc and Lead Ore Producers Association; as well as
Dr. Nunnery of thg U. S. Public Health Service, who is running the local
cliniec for chest dAzenses smong miners for the U. S. Bureau of Mines. .
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There is attached hereto a deteiled report on Joplin mines by
Mr. Bassford. It will be noted that for all the groups the group life A
premiums smounted to $8%5,757 and the claims t.g $97,806 - a loss r tJ.o of Trean
116.8. The experience under group health was also unfavorable, the premiums ,':%
amounting to $19,287, and the claims to $21,680,-a loss ratio of 112.4.@) :g

Before detailing my observations on health conditions in the B,
Joplin district I would like tc call attention to the fact that during the U
year 1815, while £ti1l in the U.S. Public Health service, I made an extended C
investigation in the pulmonar,y dieeascg among the Joplin miners whigh in- - -3
{¥estigation lasted for a year...The regults of this investigation were '
‘published in Bulletin #1352 of the U. S. Bureau of Mines, and Technical Peper
#105 of the U, S. Buresu of Mines, and in Public Health Bulletin #85 of the
U. S. Public Health Service. As I lived in Joplin for a year apd majntained
a clinic for pulmonary diseases the greater part of thet time (in Webb City)
and spent & considerable amount of time underground, I had occasion to become
thoroughly familiar both with the working and living conditions of the Joplin
miners and to familisrize myself with their health and social problems. ,

Since the time that I investigated the Joplin mines, the scene :
of mining activities has shifted from Jasper County, Missouri to Ottawa e .
County, Oklshoma and the lower portion of Cherokee ‘County, . Kansas. Joplin
sti11 th hough .mining: s done: mostly st Baxter: '
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The cuuse of the inordlinate amount of pulmonary disease in the
Jonlin Alstrict is the Taxcl lhut mining i{s done in very hard rock which con-~
tains over $0% free silica. The dust of this rock resulting from mining
operitions e«ffects the lungs of the miners and eventualliy leuds to tubercu-
losis.

in 1921 ¥r. Hoeard Toung, General Superintendent of Mines for
the American Zinc, Lead eni Smelting Cowpany, called my attention to the fact
thut the new mines being openad in Cherokee County and Ottswuy County were
very w8t and that there »as at that time no dust problem and conseguently no
pulmonary diseuse problem connectéd with them. .But kr. Young pointed out that
these mines would graduelly become dry and that when they becume dry thers
would be repeated the history of the Joplin district, namely a scandalous in-

cidence of pulmonary disease among the miners. These observatioms have al-
ready begun to be verified.

I am famfliar with the hard rpck mining districts of the
United Stateg and Australia and, through reading and personal acquaintance,
with conditions in South Africa and England. Nowhere else in this country
nor in the other countries mentioned are there any mining districts with the
health conditions that prevail in Joplin. " . &

.
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!!eturnln 5 Joplin sfter on sbsemce of 10 yaars o “Fina that
underground conditions have improved. . The smaller mining companies are
graduslly being amalgamated by.the larger concernss.. Nes superintendents an%
msnagers have been brought in from other mining. districts. Safety is being
well looked after and water drills snd other measures are teing used to com-
bat dust in the underground workings. Underground conditions thers{ore are
considerably improved over what they used to be, and are tending to become
better all the time. .

A correspondling improvement in living and social conditions,how-
ever has not occurred. I had thought that.it would be impossible to get any-
thing worse than ¢4e living conditioms of the Joplin miners in the old Joplin
district. My visit to the recent operations in Ottawa County ¢compels me to
admit that they are even worse than the old conditions. It is the more re-
markable because the Joplin miners, to a Rman, are Americans, the descendents
of the hill people who have worked their way westward from the Tennessee and
Kentucky mountains to the Ozarks. While often ignorant, they are usually in-
telligent, highly individualistic and 1ndependent. A1l in all, they are a
fine class of people. They live for the most part in one or two room shacks
zade out of boards or powder tins beaten flat. With the exception of a few
homes in the center of Picher, there are no sewage facilities and they are

.supplied with water by a water wagon which.makea daily tripa,_,,
", barrel be utsid :
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to appreciate more decent standards of living are to a certain extent reapon h_“~
sibla for their living conditions, although many who live thus own motor carg, --:. il
One excuse that is given for the nature of the housing conditlons 1s that =i
much of the lands, easpeclslly ln Gttawa County, are Indian lands which are :. ‘
leased for mining purposes, but which cannot be solds  The temporary nature~.
of the industry is also quoted as an excuse._These difficulties.are more;:_;,-,-;_r
apparent than reasl and have not prevented the erection. of decent homes !.‘or

miners in other mining communities.-‘~-- '
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'lhore is still a great deal oi‘ ailicoais (dust disease of the = o

lungs) and tuberculosis among “the minora. Hany cases are _among men’ who have 5
worked in the old Joplin district and: contracted thoir - disease, there, o

inf‘ormed does not, exist n any other’ industrial community in this country 7%
Both venereal: disease and tuberculosis,_are bound .up .with the housing condi=%}
tions. There" are no reliable statistics ‘on; either tuberculosis or. venereal
dieease in .Ottawa County, but the local physicians aasure ‘me .that venereal Ton-
disease is not, incommon _among 1 the children and. I was_also. informed, that’ itgm i 2k
- prevails. to such an extent among ‘the’ adults as. to influence, to'a marked~ eX =TI
' tent, the costs of-compensa.tion by prolonging ng the period of disa’oility in‘-..'m j_;_‘;
.. accident. cases. I'b s undoubtedly.responsible i‘or many 5ic1cness elaims umie:.'#r*:--"'~~
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the total production, ‘all: ofﬂwhich ar’éhgroup policyholders. ,.These are.. the .5
Commerce, the Golden Rod,” the Federal  the Vineger Hil1,™ and the New Chicago
The one other .large company, ‘the Eagle " Picher,>is not insured with us (that ;
is, the Eaglo “Picher lpix_a_ea are. not covered. by_the’ l&etropolitan).r---ul “thada

companies are.very desifous_of bringinR: aﬁ*ut better sonditions bt all er<::
them hesitate to take_tha. initiative.for: ‘fear_that:their efforts may be “ ook R

.....

ed upon with’ suspicion by the miners. aﬁd "Lhaid motives qﬁeehioned; - This ia ‘;_‘C""' %
a non-union country ahid the mine ‘operators. would 1ike o mne. it reﬁaih 88337

They have been. dobnting the_pogaibility of dnaugirdting &° jd nt; central. e  em=r
- ployment offida and: of. in’:,roducing i cohnsation with tHiR:pliysical exninihall. .
tions and re-examifiantiond 8¢ those employedi™ A1l-+h§ papaond I int‘aﬁiewed".‘;
exprasped the hope that tha’ ﬁo’aropoiitan Bight be able to assish then atdj byv

taking the ini vo i whaﬁwer lin LSf. aotiviﬁy anméd deairableg enaﬁré’ —
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possitle, that gradually the diseunsed mirers would re elisiinvted and there :;
would be brought about s condition of e«ffairs in whick pulzonary disesses P2
amony the miners wouid be reduced to vhuat ma; be terred sz decent minimum. N
To this all gave unquslified essent but were more or less sfraid to tackle ‘

the jrobien of physlcul exawminutions oy themseives.

On oy way tach ‘0 Xew Torn 1 stopred of. st fashington and
spent the mworning at the U. £. Buresu of Mires ir conference with Dr. Sayers,
the Chief Curgeon, and ¥r. Herrirgton, one of the Zhief Uinfryg Enypineers.
The Euresu of K¥ines bas had for zometinme a ceilcsl uficer stationed et
Picher, who exemirnee mirers and advises them of their phyeicel condition.
This underteking is primurily investipative end is sstislsctory as far as
i1t goes and Dr. Nunrery, (the officer ir guestion) is doirg good work and
!5 »cll liked by tke mirere. The sccope of his efferts, however, falls far
short of what is necessary if cortinued and permarert inprovement is to be "
secured. . w st
Dr. Sayers snd myself estimated that if Lr. Xunnery had ancther Bt
physiclan to work with him and & competent male clerk it would be possible ;
to put the physical examination work on & sound becis and make it possible
for the companies to refer zen for examirstion to thst cffice.
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. I strongly recomrend that the Metrorolitan give earnest con-
sideration to the possibility of entering irtc & forzal sgreement with the
J. E. Bureau of Hines, for & periocd of not less than ¥ years, wherein the
Buresu of Kines would furnish the services of one physician (Dr. Nunnery,
slresdy on the job) and carry the expenses of X-ray films and the like,which
amounts to not less thun 82,000 a yeur; while the Yetropclitan furnished the
services of asnother physician at the cost of approxizately 3,600 a year, a b
male clerk at $1,800 a year, and incidentul expenses muking a total of £6,000 "o
& year. The Buresu of Mines i= willing to enter inis 2 formal contract, end e,
ras, in its investigative work, cartied out similar contracts with other e
corporetions. The work would be under the Joint supervision of the Chief
Surgeon of the Bureau of Uines and the Metropolitan, ana in this connection 3
I would like to point out that I am a Consulting Surgeon of the Bureau of i
¥ines. The combination of the Ketropolitan with the Federal Government
would put this work on a plane which would reise it above any suspicion on _
the part of either mining comparies or mirers and would be amply justified e
as far as the Metropolitan is concerned by the large interest which the &
Metropolitan has in that district. .

The housing situation wmay possibly be resched through the
Governnent which, as the leasing agent for the mining lands, may be in a
position to control or influence housing. This, too, 1s a matter which re- . 3%y
quiros educational vork both among tha employers and the ninors. L
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of kis officers to Cttewe County to see what cun be dore, both directly ty
the Public Health Service, and In co-operstion with the Stute [epertment of
Health of Oklahoma. I think it is entirely reesonsble to sssume that with
the co-operation of the wine operttors, the locsl government, the Federsl
Government nn? the Yeirorolitan Life Insurence Compeny working together con s
concentruted rrogran real improvement may be made in what is perhaps the
cost disgraceful Industriel siluamtion in this country. 411 of the people I
interviewed in the Joplin district steted thut what was primarily needed was
soceone to take the iritietive and act as a uniting influence on the various
egencles that were able to bring relief. This initiative, I think, could
and ghould come from the Metropolitan.

238%5tant Medical Pirector.
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