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Two ton shipments of our new acoustical plaster were made to Dallas and Houston the
latter part of August for further field tests before putting it on the market.
Arrangements were made for me to observe trese tests.

On Cetober 7 ilr, Ed Carpenter and I went to the Asbury i'ethedist Church, ilarsalis
ard Ann Arbor Streets, Dallas for the first test. Spawn and Collawn, Inc. had the
plastering contract. !tr. Joe Spawm was on the Job and they had started applying
the acoustical plaster. It was being applied by hand over a standard gyosum base
coat which had been allowed to dry amply. They were having congiderable troubld
due to the acoustical plaster being short working. There were numercus droo-outs
and when they tried to rod or daroy it would tear and at times pull the plaster off
the ceiling. It was apparent that something rust be dore or the plaster couldn't be
used. The previous week when making panels in Chicago for sound absorption tests,
using acoustical plaster from Fort Jodre, it was noticeable tnat it too was short
working so this was not completely unexvectad. Al the time it was not known what
cauged this condition as the Fort Dodge material had worked satisfactory on a large
school in St. Louis and Acme material, same as Leing used, had worked satisfactory
on a monastery in Jackson, lilss. The only difference was both of those Jobs were
done with frosh plaster and that used at Chicago and being used at Dallas had veen
bagged for two months or more.

In order to try to use the plaster we purchased two bags of bentonite clay and

added a small amount to each batch in the mixer. Lach batch was mixed 10 = 12
rinutes which gave reasonably good distribution of the clay which was added. After
soms experimenting we finally wound up adding approximately five percent clay by
welght but there was some variation in working properties from batch to batch due

to not getting the clay thoroughly mixed in. We were unables to mixaer 12 minutes

as it would have slowed the job up tco mich. !Most batches with clay added worked
very well and there were no dropeouts. If we could have gotten proper distritutiocn
of tae clay probably three percent would have been ample to make it work satiafactory.
The plaster was used by adding clay the rest of that day. Cne-half the auditorium
was done and all the classroams. The first which was applied before we got there was
removed and redone, All the basecoat acoustical left to be doma was one=half the
auditorium. The next day lir. Spawn did it with Zonolite acoustical. He was afraid
to use any more of ours on the zuditorium ceiling as he had had so much trouble in
the beginring that the basecoat was not too smooth in a few places. Le prefers
Zonolite to any perlite acoustical because he says it glicks up better.
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Dallas Sales Oct~ 29, 1957 General Sales
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FOR
CC: Mr. C. G. Shuttleworth - Paolié—[@"':z

You have a copy of Mr, Watt's memorandum of October 25 to Mr, Shuttleworth
covering his time down in your sales distrioct.

I only want to remind you that in accordance with the way Mr, Watt left it,
we are to hear something shortly from Ed Carpenter about the job where they
were going to spray some of the acoustical plaster as a second or finish
coat on the Dallas job. We were also to hear something from Mr, Steubing
when he has located someone who will try the acoustical plaster that was
down there and use 1it,

It would appear that we have a problem to solve before we will be able to

successfully promote this acoustical plaster, Please try to advise us from
your end as quickly as possible when you have any information available,
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