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PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 27th June, 1969

Mr. Robert Dunford,

John Taylor, Dunford & Co. Ltd.,
Dunford House,

City Road,

liewcastle-upon-Tyne, 1.

Dear Mr. Dunford,

Asbestog Dust Survey

You were kind enough to arrange for our people
to visit your factory and take dust counts on the
G6th May and no doubt you have been wondering what
has happened to the information which was obtained
o that day. Analysing information of this kind does
take a fair amount of time and we have delayed
commenting on the results whilst discussions were 14
taxing place with the Factory Inspectorate about the
interpretation of the new Asbestos Regulations which,
ag I expect you kncw, are to come into force in lay
1970. I now attach a copy of the report issued by
Mr. Harness who took these tests. This report gives
the details of the dust counts in terms of asbestos
fibres per c.c. of air at all the main operations
involved in the making of your asbestos mattresses.

As you will see there is quite a wide variation
of dust concentration from 1.1 fibres per c.c. at the
marking out operation to 12 at the hand sewing
N operation. We understand that where the concentration
\ is less than 2 fibres per c.c. the new Regulations will

not apply, and where it 1s between 2 and 4 fibres per
c.c, that the Factory Inspectorate is unlikely to
require any special measures to be taken particularly
if the exposurc of the operative is intermittent and
of short total duration. Over 4 fibres per c.c. they
will expect special control measures to be taken such
as the provision of ventilation equipment which, of
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Mr. R. Dunford,
John Taylor, Dunford & Co. Ltd.
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, 1.

course, you already use in your factory. I would
prefer not to go into detail in this letter but to
ask vhether our Dr. Holmes could come %$o0 see you,
with a view to discussing this report comprehensively
with you as he has an intimate knowledge of the
subject and has been involved on behalf of the industry
in framing the new Regulations and in 8ubsequent
discussions with the Factory Inspectorate. If this
is agreeable to you may I suggest July 1lth or

22nd. for Dr. llolmes' visit and if these dates are
not convenient to you could you let me have
alternative dates.

As you may know we have been carrying out a
great deal of research and development into the
production of dust-suppressed asbestos cloths and we
are very nearly at the point of being able to offer
these to you. I am enclosing a sample which will
indicate the type of cloth which we shall produce.

#We are confident that the concentration of dust
emitted by this cloth will be significantly lower than
that emitted by the conventional grades.

Once again I would like to express my thanks
for the facilitics which you provided for these dust
counts to be taken. If, following your talk with
Dr. Holmes, it seems that T.B.A, can provide help
or information in connection with asbestos and health
matters, plcase lot me know,

Yours sincerely,

As Co Mann
Home Sales Director.

ACM/JHR
(Copiess EBG/sH/DcP)
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