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HOLMES 38
ASBEETCS T=ZXTILE INCTITUTE

zinvtes of keetinsz of Air Hveldene Commitiee - 12/9/53

Tnls peeting was attended by tne following:

Thes. Schmidt of X & i )

Geo. Luttenberger of R & i

John Tleber of Lmerican Asbestos Co.

G. Neovaclk representing Uniocn, Charlotte Plant

Benj. Stanton of J-k

Telph Smith of K-¥, Charleston Plant )

John kcCormack & D. k. Holmes of Asten-Hill ¥fg. Eo.

This meeting was comprised to two sessions. The morring ses-
sion. was devoted to the stcdy of a survey of asbestosis incidence
case histories complete with years of exposure submitted by member
Companies. This survey. showed the percentage of incidence of
esbestosis ceses in relation to the number of employees exposed in
each plant. This study shows percentage figures varying from five
to eleven percent of those employees working in exposed areas af-
fected. A copy of this survey is enclosed and is to be pert of th
ninutes.. ,

~In cur discussicn it was brought out that perhaps the survey
did not delve far enough into the subjzct of exposure.. Alsa, the
following fectors should have been considered in crder to meke thi.
survey more accurate. A study of the employees! worlk record, the

‘éxpesure of the departments in which he hzagd worked or works, his

period of employment and the total time of exposure end dust count
recorded in these areas during periods of exposure.

This informetion mey be necessery in order to deterzine just
vhere the disease was contazcted and vhy.

This survey showed one Company with a Stage 1 case with only
three years of exposure and one other Ccmzpany.showed one Stage L
case with cnly two years of exposuré. e believe that if these
cases were reporied accurately they could have been aveided by the

use of proper pre-hire physical and x-ray examinations.

Discussion of forced breathing therapy end its value toor
place. It wes agreed that this equipment is of Some velue in givi:
relief to Asbestotics in Stages 1, 2 & 3. 1In many cases these
people have shown remerkable improvement in their condition and
it cids them in that they learn to breathe.deeper 213 through thei:
daily lives, both on and off the Job. This tends to give people
2 11ft in their daily living in that they breathe easier, wall
eesier, have a better appetite and Sleep more normelly. There were
three mexzber Compenies present using this 8pparatus end &1l th.ee
Tepcerted gocd results, _
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Mnutes - Air Kygiene Cormittee - 12/9/53

The next zatter under discussion vwas the particle size end
dlameter study to be made by the Traveler's Engineering Leboratcry
in Hartford. Ezch member Company 1s to forvard Samples, according
to insiructions received, to this Leboratory within the next few
weeks. AS Travelers' have accepted this project it wag agreed thet
we should 211 cooperzte in this survey and, it may be that we will
have the results of this study possibly for the Spring meeting.

It 1s hoped that this study will answer sone of our questions con-
cerning the particle sizes and diemeters of fibres ang their rela-
tion to the contacting of asbestosis.

Tne Coomittee was pleased to notc that the U.S5.P.H.S has agree
to include dust sampling equipment in their current dust survey.
The Comxzittee feels that this operation is a ma jor ‘step toward the
solving of some of the problems involved in Stendardizing dust
count studies throughout the Industry. A
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nutes - 2ir Hvciene Committee - 12/9/53

wes by far the best
handling of asbestos

American %heelobraiter

the mzrket for the dust,

Tie then discussed

type

of collecter on

=eny types of dust collection equipment and

dust eliminating processes being used throughcut plants in the en-

tire industry. This discussicn covered
Systecs, 0il systers for mixes,
Tieave heocen, i?inders, etc.
progress in the

scray
dust systems 7T
All mermber

elimination of dust. ATter

Companies are

fysteas,

vater-wetti

or Cards, Pickers,

raxinz some
Soe discussion the

problea of éry weaving came up and after a full discourse on this

subject it ves decided by the Committee that

Ve make recommenda-

tions to members at the General keeting, December 10th, "to this

effect:

hECCIaiENDATION

Lue to the fact that 1t is our

fort to prectect our ‘plant personnel-from~this-hazard,

of--eliminating dry weaving in member

2 study be zade by the Technical Committee

cf the

Company plants.

this Tecommendaticn be given consideration by the full

At the General reeting,

Jeb tO‘eliminate dust in an:ef.

v'e recommend

committee,’

this recommendstion was accepted.

SUBJECTS:

AGENDA FOh SERING JLELTING - 1954

l. Twister Enclesure and Spinner Survey

2. Travelers! Heport of Dust Particle Survey

3. FReport on VS P. H. .G Sanmpling Equiprent Survey
if available by this time.

4.

Dry ¥ aving.

AH

The Ctudy of the Possibility cf tliminating

8

(3]
2]
&2

D 000



i NI ~ - TN e peeas - gsaee A e . e gre e
t%!%wzm:gfni.‘-.- 1" ke 00 Do e we e L : i % SN, . N =

ASBCSTCSIS IWCIDEKRCE STUDY

Five menber Companies reportcd their experienées:

COuPLANY A

This Cocpany reports 22 cases in three stages;

7 Stage 1
13 Stage 72
2 Stage 73

There are also six borderline cases as Yet to be determined.
This Compeny employes 295 pecple. The percentege of incidence of
asbestosis 1s 7.467 for classes #1,2 end 3 or 9.66% including the
six questionable or borderline ceses.

Tﬁis survey was completed on October 1, 1953, This study ﬁas
made {rom a history of x-reys covering the pericd of 1945 until the
pPresent. ? _ :

It 1s presumed, at present, that no one should contrect
asbestosis with less than five years exposure. MHowever, this
Comrpeny's experience at present is that one person in Stege-£1 hes
been ‘exployed only six years and another in Stage 71 has been
emploved only eight years. Alec, in Stage #i2 there is one employe:
wlth nine years and one employee with 10 years. - .

CO:PANY B

. This Company does not report &ny questionable or borderline
cases. There are 363 employees here engaged. The Fercentage rate
in this case is that 5.25% of the everage number of employees are
effected. Also, the earliest a person contracted asbestosis in
Stage 7l was after twelve years of exposure. The year periods run
{rom twelve years to 28 years of -exposure.

COwPANY C
This Company reperts a total of 125 employees under exbosure-

Of tnis number, there exe fourteen ceses ci esbestosis at this
plant. These are:

8 Stage #1
4 Stage 32
2 Stage #3

Tnis repcrt shows that 11.24 cf the total nurber of employees
exposed were affected. This Compeny reports one male in Stege £1

with only five yeers exposure. There is one in Stage 7#1 with nine
years, one in Stage 71 with ten years, one in Stage {2 with five
yeers &nd one in Stage #2 with ®he years of exposure.
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