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Confirming Telethon®

An in v e s t ig a tio n  o f  th e  above su b je c t rev ea ls  tha t*

1* H r .f l^ H fe h & s  been employed by  Goodrich p r io r  to  1934»
, ' . l o f t  aS P iias re -h ire d  7 / lo / l9 S 4 .

3« Tie has been engaged in  th e  p rocess o f  Lead S i l ic a te  
from 5 /l3 /l0 4 2  to  8 /2 /1042, th e  l a t t e r  o f  •which was 
th e  l a s t  day lie has worked w ith  th e  excep tion  of one 
day in  w hich he m s  o f f  , namely Ju ly  23 -  (Claimed 

. sore feet}*
( .

3* Since ha was absent f o r  a  period  o f  ovor 7 cays since 
8/2/42» h is  record card was re fe r re d  to  the Labor De- 
p a r ism t*  .

4* About one week p r io r  to  0 /2 /4 2 , he to ld  Itr . b i ll e r  
th a t  h is  f e e t  h u rt and which JTr* M ille r assumed was 
from stan d in g  a  g re a t d e a l and n o t in  any way d i re ct ly  
asso c ia ted  w ith  m a te r ia ls  used in  th e  process in  which 
ho was engaged# fie d e f in i te ly  made no c laim  as to  cause*

5* Before w orking in  lead  s i l i c a te  o p e ra tio n s, he was em­
ployed' in  th e  same b u ild in g  a t  P lan t 3 -  (315) in  th e  
washing o f sy n th e tic  rubber and was absen t from o/L4 to  
4/23 due to  i l l n e s s ,  accord ing  to  h is  record  card .

S* The lead  s i l i c a t e  o p era tion  c o n s is ts  oft

(a) A'eighiag 30f o f lead  a c e ta te  tak en  from a drum in to  
asc reen  box on sca les#  Drum,, box, and sca les  a re  in ­
s id e  o f a  -ventila ted  booth and in  which any dust 
a r r is in g  i s  d ru m  ou t of t!is back o f the hood and away 
from th e  operator#

(b) The box i s  hung on a  drum and d isso lved  w ith  water*

(c) S i l ic a te  of soda i s  made up in  ano ther drum*

(d) There i s  a ls o  a  pump on each drum and the so lu tion
- from th o  two dr m s is  then pumped in to  a  th i r d  drum, 

radioed and p re c ip i ta t io n  then  tak es  p lace#

(e) The so lu tio n  in  th e  th i r d  drum i s  then  pumped in to  an
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Dr. B* 3« Lo*re . Case of

150 g a llo n  ta n k  and then  onto a  screen  f i l t e r  to  a  d ry e r 
pan in to  cake form* -

This operation  has been c a rr ie d  on f o r  years and has n o t a f fe c ted  
the h e a lth  o f any operato rs engaged in  i t *  ITe a lso never consider­
ed the  asp ec t o f t h i s  process a s  s e r io u s , n e v e r th e le ss , and perhaps 
as an extreme safeguard , sa fe ty  reg u la tio n s  in  e f fec t  in  o th e r 
bonafide lead  operations were app lied  a t  the  onset o f the  lead s i l i c a te  
operations and have been in  e f f e c t  ever since*

They c o n s is t of»

(a) Prov id ing and compulsory use of re s p ira to rs  in  a d d it io n  
to  w eighing and d u s t removal system*

(b) fu rn ish in g  c lean  c o v e ra l ls  a t  company expense •

(e) llo  e a tin g  or tobacco chewing i s  perm itted*

(d) Sulphur soap to. d e te c t  any lead  d e p o s it on the sk in  
i s  provided and used*

(©} O perators a re  provided w ith  e x c e l le n t ba th ing  fa c i l i t i e s ,  
hot and co ld  v iator, tow els and double loolcers and a 15 
m inute time allow ance, a l l  a t  company expense*

( f )  R egulations a re  enforced*

Pljyti. t

At a  r e cen t n es t in g , Thu C* Smith, Union Commit te e  nan s a id , he had 
seen th e  day before and h e , ^ H |H | ,  to ld  I'r* Smith th a t
he had J u s ^ re tu m e d  from. Cleveland and tne^H -ds doctor th ere  said  
he liad susta ined  a  case o f lead  poisoning* r,e to ld
Smith th a t  he had n o t had th e  c l in ic a l  re p o r ts  ^^yn^ iov re jver.

Conclusions

The w r i te r  lias observed these operations many tim es and to  th e  b e s t of 
my knowledge, and re g a rd le ss  of th e  op in ion  vie have had as to  th e  r e ­
la t i v e ly  minor h e a lth  hazard , the  lead  s a f e ty  ru le s were always in  
e f f e c t  and c a rr ie d  out# .
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